



ANTILLES BEAT ARUBA R 32 


Cell shortage has police 
selecting whom to lock up 


Car crashes into wall, 
impact ejects engine 


Hope 
Passes 
Away 
At 100 
Page 24/25 


PHILIPSBURG—A shortage of 
cells is turning into a predicament 
for authorities. 

Police have already resorted to 
selecting whom they lock up and 
criminals locked up in the Pointe 
Blanche prison can earn them¬ 
selves “discounts” on their sen¬ 
tences. 

“It is a problem and indeed, I’m 


not too happy with it. Someone 
who has violated the laws should 
be punished to the extent deemed 
fit by the system,” said Police Chief 
Commissioner Derrick Holiday. 

He said the shortage of cells was 
impeding operations. “We’re us¬ 
ing the cells we have to their maxi- 

Continued on page 6 


This car driven by R. crashed into the wall at the entrance of Texaco Star Mart gas station on Monday morning. 


bumped into the concrete divider an open lot next to the gas station, 
in the middle of the road next to before crashing into the wall at the 

Kentucky Fried Chicken on Bush _ i _ 

Road and then into a sign board in Continued on page 4 


The Volkswagen engine that flew from the car and landed near its top 
after the force of the impact separated car and engine. 


This man was the victim of a severe beating, apparently by the owner of a 
car he had stolen. He was caught driving the car in the St. Peters area. 

Suspected car 
' beaten 


PHILIPSBURG—A man accused 
of stealing a car is presently in 
intensive care with extensive inju¬ 
ries to his head and ribs, after the 


IIM BRIEF 


NEW FRENCH 
HOSPITAL 

The new Louis Constant Fleming Hos¬ 
pital in Marigot opened its doors on 
Monday, bringing an end to another 
institution that had served the popu¬ 
lation for decades. Page 3. 

Philipsburg - 

SENIORS 

ANGRY 

The members of the St. Maarten Se¬ 
nior Citizens Foundation are threat¬ 
ening to boycott all activities at the 
recreational center if they don't get 
the representation they believe they 
deserve. Page 5. 

Philipsburg — 

UTS GIVES 
TO STUDENTS 

United Telecommunication Services 
(UTS) will present Commissioner Roy 
Marlin with some 85 calling cards it 
has donated to 85 students who will 
be attending school in Holland, on 
Wednesday, July 30. Marlin will be 
travelling to Holland with the young¬ 
sters. Page 3. 


car owner and some friends ap¬ 
parently caught up with him and 
beat him severely. 

Police Commissioner Richard 
Panneflek has confirmed that A.M. 
was found severely beaten at 
5:15am yesterday and was hospi¬ 
talized after the owner of the car 
apparently ill-treated him. 

Panneflek said, “Naturally the 
police do not condone the brutal- 

Continued on page 5 


PHILIPSBURG—A car accident 
occurred on Bush Road early 
Monday morning in which the 
driver of the car is lucky to still 
have his life. The impact of the 
accident on the Volkswagen Bug 
was so intense, it tore loose the 
engine of the car, which rolled for 
several meters before stopping at 
the top of the Bush Road round¬ 
about. 

The driver of the vehicle has been 
hospitalized with extensive head 
injuries. The Traffic Department 
of the local police force is investi¬ 
gating to determine whether R., 
the driver of the Volkswagen Bug, 
was under the influence of alcohol 
at the time of the accident. 

R.’s vehicle crashed into the wall 
at the entrance of Texaco Star 
Mart gas station on Bush Road at 
4:30am yesterday. 

The blue Bug apparently first 
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WEATHER 

Today: Partly cloudy, temporarily cloudy, with chance of an isolated 
shower. 

Winds: Mainly East, 12 to 22 miles per hour, with occasional gusts to 35 
miles per hour. 

Sea conditions: Moderate chop to choppy. 

Wind force: 2 to 5, occasionally gusting up to 6. 

Waves: 2 to 6 feet, offshore up to 8 feet. 

Swells: Easterly, 3 to 4 feet. 

Small craft should exercise caution over the Atlantic and Eastern Carib¬ 
bean open waters due to the above normal winds. 

Barometric pressure: Above normal. 

Barometric tendency: No significant change. 

Forecast high: 32°C 90°F 
Forecast low: 26°C 79°F 

SYNOPSIS: The surface high pressure system centered over the East mid- 
Atlantic will maintain a moderate to fresh trade wind flow across the local 
waters through at least Friday. The cloud cover will be less today. However, 
some passing showers are likely as there is still lingering moisture across the 
local area. Otherwise, a weak tropical wave was located around 53 degrees 
West yesterday morning. This feature will likely increase the chance for 
showers by tonight and Wednesday as it crosses the local area. 
HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOK: None. 

SPECIAL FEATURES: Cloudiness and showers associated with an upper 
level area of low pressure and a surface trough were centered yesterday a 
couple of hundred miles East of the Northern Bahamas. This system has 
some potential for slow development as it moves West-Northwestward over 
the next day or so. 

A tropical wave located early yesterday morning along 53 degrees West and 
South of 15 degrees North was moving West around 20 miles per hour. It 
remained poorly defined in satellite imagery with little associated convec¬ 
tion. 

A tropical wave located early yesterday morning along 31degreesWestand 
South of 20 degrees North was moving West around 10 miles per hour. All 
associated deep convection lay within the ITCZ with scattered moderate to 
strong activity from 9-12 degrees North between 30-34 degrees West. 
Elsewhere tropical storm formation is not expected through the forecast 
period. 

Outlook until Wednesday midday: Partly cloudy, temporarily cloudy, with 
an isolated shower. 

Rainfall probability: 30 per cent. 

Rainfall potential: 1 to 3 mm. 

Sunrise: 5:49am; Sunset: 6:47pm. 


Vigilante Justice 

St. Maarten has again been confronted with a case where residents, obviously 
frustrated with crime and the apparent inability of local law enforcement 
officials to deal with it effectively, took the law in their own hands and nearly 
killed an alleged car thief. Most people we spoke to say they don’t have much 
sympathy for the man who was badly beaten up, especially since he is reportedly 
a repeat offender and constant nuisance. 

While such an emotional first reaction is perhaps understandable, what the 
residents did is not only illegal, but downright wrong, plain and simple. If society 
starts to condone this type of behaviour, the end result will be chaos and the 
deterioration of the rule of law, turning the island into a wild west. 

The problem is that many don’t see the current system as providing much of a 
guarantee for maintaining law and order while protecting their lives and 
property either. They point out that criminals arrested by police seem to be out 
and back at it in no time. Some even feel they have been targeted by criminals 
who were detained earlier based on a complaint they had filed. 

It starts with having to file the complaint at the police station, rather than with 
the officers at a crime scene. Once at the station, some feel they are not treated 
with the consideration and respect victims of a crime deserve. Perhaps due to 
understaffing, they are made to wait, told to come back, or assisted in such an 
unsympathetic manner that they forget about the whole thing. 

We are not saying this happens all the time, but there is an undeniable 
perception out there that victims of crimes are often the ones to suffer the most, 
while the perpetrators get off relatively easy. Part of the latter, of course, has 
to do with being part of the Dutch Kingdom, where rehabilitation is just as 
important as punishment. But a lot of it is also the consequence of practical 
problems, such as lack of cell space and manpower. 

For law abiding citizens who become victims of crimes, those reasons are hard 
to swallow. They, after all, pay their taxes and other dues to society and expect 
a reasonable level of protection in return. If they feel it is not sufficiently 
provided, there will be a tendency, no matter how wrong it is, to take matters 
in their own hands. 

Again, that is something we cannot allow as a civilized society and those guilty 
of such “vigilante” practices must receive appropriate punishment, also to help 
prevent others from following suit. On the other hand, it is imperative that our 
law enforcement inspire a large degree of public confidence. The practical 
problems that allow criminals to receive much less punishment than they would 
normally be given must be dealt with for once and for all, with the help of 
Willemstad, Holland or whomever. Otherwise the very basis of our legal system 
will slowly but surely be eroded. 



Vessel Place Arrival Departure Agent 

Disney Magic Pier 7:00 23:00 S.E.L. Maduro & Sons 

Explorer Of The Seas Pier 9:00 18:00 S.E.L. Maduro & Sons 


ST. MAARTEN 


POLICE STATION 
Philipsburg tel. 542-2222 
HOT LINE 108 
EMERGENCY 111 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Tel. 542-6001 or 120 
HOSPITAL 

Medical Center, Cay Hill 
24-hour Emergency Service 
tel. 543-1111 
AMBULANCE 
Philipsburg tel. 542-2111 
Red Cross Building: 545-5263 
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES 
For medical emergencies the doctors 
on call can be reached outside clinic 
hours.Patientsof Dr. Bouman, Dr. Bryson, 
Dr. Bus, Dr. Hermanides, Dr. Knol, Dr. 
Mercuur, Dr. Scheffers and Dr. Spencer, 
please call tel. 577010. Patients of Dr. 
Datema, Dr. Foeken, Dr. Herles, Dr. van 
Osch and Dr. Tjaden, please call tel. 
577007. Patients of Dr. van der Waag, 
please call570444.Patients of Dr. Abadjeff, 
Dr. Dennaoui and Dr. Gumbs should 
contact their own doctor. 

ANIMAL AMBULANCE TEAM 
542-0600 CRIME STOPPERS 
ANYMOUS TIP LINE: 543-TIPS(8477) 


TELEPHONE INFO 

Tel-em: 542-2211 
E. Caribbean Cellular: 542-4100 
Weather Info: 123 
ST. MAARTEN TOURIST OFFICE 
W.G. Buncamper road, Vineyard 
Building, tel. 542-2337, fax. 542-2734 
ST MAARTEN ZOO 
Madame Estate: tel. 543-2030 
Open daily 10 am - 6 pm. 
October-March 9 am - 5 pm. 
Admission residents: Adults: $5, kids 
$3. Non-residents: $10/$5. 

Cole Bay Community Council: meet¬ 
ing 1 st. Thursday of month at Sun Flower 
Kinder Garten School, Union Rd. Cole 
Bay at 7:30pm 
SERVICE CLUBS 

ROTARY meeting at Divi Little Bay 
Beach Resort, every Wednesday at 
noon. Rotary Mid Isle meets every Tues- 
day 6-8pm, The Dali Surf & Turf Restau¬ 
rant, Maho Plaza,2nd level. 

LIONS meeting at the Upper Princess 
Quarter Community Centre Lions Den 
in Sucker Garden every 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at 8 p.m. 
ST.MAARTEN LEO CLUB meeting at 
Jubilee Library 1st, 3rd Friday every 
month at 6:30 p.m. 


Agenda St. Maarten I 


KIWANIS meets at Wifol Building on 
Thursday each month at 7.30pm. 
Kiwanis Key Club of the St. Maarten 
Academy meeting at the St. Maarten 
Academy every Friday at 1.30 p.m. 
KIWANIS SOUALIGA 1st & 3rd Mon¬ 
day 7:00pm Holland House 
JAYCEES meeting at the WIFOL Build¬ 
ing every last Thursday of the month 8 
p.m. 

STMARTIN MUSEUM 

Frontstreet 7, Philipsburg, tel 542-4917 
Opening hours from March 1st: 
Monday - Friday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m. -12 noon 
Sundays: closed. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
in the R.C. Fellowship Hall (Philipsburg) 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday, 6pm, Red 
Cross, Airport Road. Saturday and Sun¬ 
day at Mullet Bay beach next to restau¬ 
rant at 8.30am. Tel. 571271 (day) 544- 
3203 (evening) 

AIDS COORDINATOR Shannavan Eer 
tel 5422079 Health Department, e-mail: 
healthaf@sintmaarten.net. 

NATURE FOUNDATION ST. MAARTEN 

Great Bay Marina, Office Unit #3 P0B 863, 
Philipsburg. Tel. 542-0267, Fax 542-0268.Email: 
naturesxm@megatropic.com 
PHILIPSBURG JUBILEE LIBRARY 
Ch.E.W.Vogestr. 12, Tel. 542-2970. 

Open: Mo: 4-6.30, Tu: 9-12.30/4-9, We/Fri: 9-12.30/ 


46.30, Th: 49, sa: 10-1. 

WOMENS DESK, Frontstreet 141 (opposite 
TekCe(. Monday - Friday 9am-5pm. Tel: 542- 
7940, Fax: 542-7941. 

E-mail: womensdesk@sintmaarten.net 
SAFE HAVEN, providing sheter and support to 
victims of family violence. P0B 636; Tel: 333. 
CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, EC. Richardson street 
11-b; Tel. 542-1000/542-1008; Fax: 542-1001 
FRENCH HONORARY CONSUL, POBox 
803, Philipsburg. Tel: (00590) 879989. Fax: 
(00590) 879625. E-mail: 
Stanislas.GRAIRE@wanadoo.fr 
LEGAL AID CENTER, Law Clinic, open every 
Saturday 9:00am -12.00 noon. Free advise on 
personal legal issues. Administration Building, 
tel. 5422337 

Coastguard NA&A (24hrs) 113 
THE ST. MAARTEN RED CROSS, (24hrs), 
#34 Airport Road Simpson Bay, Tel. 5455263/ 
52304, Fax. 54-52333. 

Email: redoross@sintmaarten.net. 
SALVATION ARMY Union Rd 59 Cole Bay 
POBox5184 Tel/fax:5445424 cell:5477353 Sun 
9:00am, Tue 7:00pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thu 
7:00pm, Sat 4:00pm 

ST.MAARTEN CHAPTER OF BUSINESS AND 
PROFESSIONAL WOMEN holds their general 
monthly meetings every third Monday at the 
Delta Hotel at 7:00 pm. 

DIABETES INFORMATION CENTER, A.Th. 
Illidge Road (behind Desktop/Napa building) 
Free blood-glucose testing every Thursday 
from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

USO St. Maarten/St. Martin (USA military), 


St. Martin 

contact Janet Lambert 5577616 or 00590 590 
294406. 

SKALCLUB ST. MAARTEN/ST. MARTIN meets 
1st Tuesday of the month. For location call: 
5424432 (Jennifer). 


POLICE MUNICIPALE 

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.04 

GENDARMERIE 

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.10 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.08 

AMBULANCE 

Office tel. (00590) 590 87.74.14 
Home tel. (00590) 590 87.72.00 
HOSPITAL tel. (00590) 590 87.87.67 
DISPENSAIRE Marigot 
8 a.m. - 3p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.50.93 
DISPENSAIRE Orieans 
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.37.21 
C.R.O.S.S. (Center, Research, Organi¬ 
zation, Rescue, Security) is on stand by 
24 hours at 0596 709292. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

ROTARY meeting at Flamboyant Ho¬ 
tel, Baie Nettle every Thursday at 8 p.m. 
LIONS First and third Tuesday at 
Nadaillac, Marigot at 7.30 p.m. 
KIWANIS: See St. Maarten. 

MUSEUM ST. MARTIN 
Facing the grand parking at Marina 
Royale - Marigot. Open from 9 am-1 pm/ 
3pm- 7 pm, tel. (00590) 590 29.22.84. 
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Islands 



Nine sites almost ready for 
UTS/GSM mobile launch 


area of customer care and in 
the technical field, to ensure 



PHILIPSBURG—Questions will also be thrilled with our 
about the progress of United advanced service,” he said. 

Telecommunication Services’ “Most of the sites are already that the many questions that 
(UTS) pending launch of its completedandjustwaitingfor will be asked once we begin 
GSM mobile service to St. the landscaping that will be offering our service can be 
Maarten/St. Martin were an- done. The final piece of tech- answered." 
swered yesterday by UTS nical equipment will be here 
General Manager Glen Carty, in three weeks and testing will 

who said the nine transmis- commence shortly after the available is one that we guar- 
sion sites for the service were installation of that part.” antee will not occur once we 
in their final stages. UTS announced about a start. We have a very advanced 

Several persons have already month ago that with French system which is the latest on 
preselected their numbers Mobile company Orange as the world market and it is large 
from a series that will start its strategic partner and sev- enough to handle the volume 
with 553 followed by four dig- eral prospects for extending of customers that we antici- 
its, which, when connected to their services to other islands pate will choose our service.” 
the UTS system, will guaran- in the Caribbean, including According to Carty, once 
tee them island-wide, Carib- Anguilla, it would not only be customers sign up, their in- 
bean-wide, Europe and able to offer international di- formation will easily be added 
United States telephone ac- rect dialing services and to UTS’ mailing list, which 
cess. Internet services, but would will allow them to register for 

Carty said, “We have been give its valued customers the value-added packages and 
following the guidelines of the complete package of mobile receive firsthand information 
Federal Bureau of Telecom- service. 

It will offer some new ser- attention. The operation mun i ca ti 0 ns with regard to Carty said, “At present 

numbering and we have staff are training both in the 




Staff attending to a patient at the emergency section of the new hospital. 


French St. Martin's new 
hospital opens its doors 

MARIGOT—The new 

Louis Constant Fleming vices that were not offered block is equipped to accom- 
Hospital in Marigot opened in the old one, with a capac- modate five different opera- se t our launching date for the 
its doors on Monday, bring- ity of 80 beds for long-term tions at once. third quarter of this year.” 

ing an end to another insti- patients. Hospital authori- Hospital Director Xavier He said the company had 
tution that had served the ties warn that it will be more Lesegretain said he was made a survey of businesses 
population for decades. difficult for illegal immi- overwhelmed to see the and residents to determine 
The new hospital is situ- grants to get treatment and project now completed, be- what was most needed in 
ated in the Spring section of walk away without paying for cause the road had not been terms of package deals and 


According to him, “The is¬ 
sue of SimCards not being 


on any progress the company 
making in its bid to improve 
its service to the island. 


UTS donates (ailing cards 
to Holland-bound students 


Concordia, just about 15 the service, 
minutes away from the cen- in the past, 
tre of town. 

It took hospital staff about the new hospital, there is 
three weeks to move some resuscitation block where said smiling. The new hospi- 
of their equipment and pa- coma patients will remain tal is named after former 
tients from the old hospital until they recover. There is Mayor Louis Constant 
to the new one, but the Di- also a new wing where sero- Fleming, because his wife 


,, . , tiait mmp nn with nnet and PHILIPSBURG—United We are also working on 

was the case easy. St. Martin can now be naa come up witn post- ana . . T t . f. . 

prepaid packages and value- Telecommunication Ser- Internet services which 


, , ■ ^ , i . . , added services that would vices (UTS) will present would reduce the cost for 

Among the new services at new modern hospital ready aauea services rnai wouia • u i 

6 to offer more services ” he g uarantee that a switch to UTS Commissioner Roy Marlin communicating while ensur- 

’ GSM “will be worth your with some 85 calling cards it ing that the communication 

while.” has donated to 85 students lines between the parents 

Another aspect of the ser- who will be attending school and the children remain 

vice will be Website in Holland, on Wednesday, open and easy to access,” 

, . .. , , . , . ,. , .. http.www.myutsaccount.com, July 30. Marlin will be trav- Carty said, 

rector said he was satisfied logical patients will remain donated the land on which it w hich will be updated daily tc 
that all was well. Doctors after their operations until is built. allow GSM users to see what 

An official inauguration their bills are . “This will be 


began attending to patients they recover. 

in the emergency room yes- None of these services were ceremony is scheduled for one way of showing our cus- 
terday and all other sections offered before and very of- September, but in the mean- tomers that our billing system was" eaTed towardT IvirT 
of the new modern institu- ten patients had to be flown time the hospital is open for ^ ^ ” cam r a t h, ® 8 8 


elling to Holland with the 
youngsters. 

UTS General Manager 
Glen Carty said the move 


tion were operational. 

The new hospital is fully 
computerized and equipped 
with state-of-the-art tech¬ 
nologies to meet the needs 
of the growing population 
and residents of 
neighbouring St. Barths. 


to Guadeloupe for medical business. 


up to date,” said Carty. 
“New cellular service users 


Funds available for 20 homes 
in self-building programme 


PHILIPSBURG — St. Development Foundation 
. . . . , Maarten Housing Financing (SMHDF), a sister organiza- 

This new hospital was built _ , .. ,c».Tirr\ , /■ ' 

„ r , „„ Foundation (SMHFF) has tion, proposed to government 

at a cost of more than 20 - - - - 


parents ease of mind, as their 
children will be able to call 
and confirm their arrival 
once they get to Holland. 

“Often we hear of stories 
where parents spend time 
worrying about whether 
n Belvedere. their children arrived okay 

He explained that if the lots and whether they had any 
were granted for this purpose, trouble getting their rooms 


funds available for the con- twice last year to use 17 lots in qualifying applicants would be and class schedules orga- 

million euros with funds struct j on 0 f 20 homes under Belvedere to assist the self- issued with Letters of Intent nized on time. This will al- 

from the European Union tbc se if-building programme, building programme. This from the foundation to ap- low the parents here on the 

fEUl. the Reeional Council -.,4:__ u ---_1— .... 


(EU), the Regional Council accor ding 
and the Commune of French 0 f t h e foundation. 

St. Martin. Hospital staff While funding is available 


expressed satisfaction and qualified applicants, the big- 
joy with their new environ- gest problem is land, he noted. 


Michael Fowler proposal is under consider- proach government for long i s l an d to have a peace of 
ation and Fowler hopes for a leases on the lots. With the m i nc [ ” 

long lease acquired, the foun- He said uxs also expec ted 


positive response shortly. 


Asked why two proposals dation will grant a mortgage i aunc b ds <, 


e submitted 

ment, pledging to continue The high cost of land is pre- topic, Fowler said government 

offering the best service to venting more persons from had not been ready for the 

patients. The new hospital making use of the available idea, as it had been busy de- cause of the land 

will employ about 200 per- funds. veloping the purchase homes stated. 

The St. Maarten Housing project that is now underway 


so construction can start. 

: We have the funds and it is 
pity we can’t use them be- 
he 


which will additionally ease 
the cost for students to dial 
home. 


sons, including doctors, 
nurses and other hospital 
staff. 


Another housing initiative 
under the self-building 
programme is working with 
the owners of shanty town 
lands to construct low cost 
housing beneficial to the own¬ 
ers and the tenants. Discus¬ 
sions in this regard are ongo¬ 
ing with several owners. 

SMHDF had a housing ex¬ 
pert specializing in shanty 
towns file a report on the 
island’s shanty town problem. 
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TelCell cleanup results in 
"major" GSM service disruption 


is Friday 


day week of fun for each week 
they are here and says the 
doors will open from 7:00pm 
nightly, with rides averaging 
US $2. 


PHILIPSBURG—The Dol- 
lar-a-Day scholarship recipi¬ 
ents for the Fall 2002 and 
Spring 2003 semesters re¬ 
ceived their certificates from 
University of St. Martin 
(USM) Dean Charles 
Armitage at Sea Palace on 
Thursday, July 24. 

The Dollar-a-Day 
programme is funded by St. 
Maarten Hospitality and 
Trade Association (SHTA) 
hotel members. 

A total of 37 participants 
graduated from the courses 
that included Human Re¬ 
source Management, Intro¬ 
duction to Restaurant Man¬ 
agement, Guest Service Ex¬ 
cellence, Bar and Beverage 
Management, Computer 
Skills and Supervisory Skills. 

“The St. Maarten Hospi¬ 
tality and Trade Association 
and University of St. Martin 
are pleased that the ongoing 
effort of the scholarship 
programme is continuing. 
The organizations believe 
that education is of prime 
importance to the contin¬ 
ued improvement of the 
tourism product and service 
and we are delighted when 
individuals take advantage 
of this opportunity to grow 
and better themselves,” 
Armitage said. 

SHTA is happy that the 
Dollar-a-Day programme is 
such a success, so funds con¬ 
tinue to provide scholarships 
for staff members of partici¬ 
pating Dollar-a-Day prop¬ 
erties, SHTA Office Man¬ 
ager Anne Marie Scot 
added. 

The association invests a 
large portion of the Dollar- 
a-Day fund in education by 


PHILIPSBURG—There was 
major disruption in the GSM 
service on the island over the 
weekend as St. Maarten Tele¬ 
phone Company TelEm’s cel¬ 
lular division TelCell contin¬ 
ued its cleanup exercise at its 
Belvedere substation. 

Customers were unable to 
recharge their telephones af¬ 
ter maintenance work on 
TelCell’s GSM prepaid switch 
resulted in “a major disrup¬ 
tion between Sunday night 
and Monday morning.” The 
disruption, TelEm said in a 
press release, affected the 
automated service, which as¬ 
sists customers with the re¬ 
charging of their mobile 
phones. 

“Usually, when TelCell cus- 
providing USM scholarships The fund also contributes tomers buys prepaid GSM 
to employees of its mem- to several seminars and pro- cards they can dial the num¬ 
bers who contribute to the fessional enhancement bers 511 or 512 to find out the 
fund. These scholarships workshops such as Guest balance on their phones or to 
cover tuition expenses for Service Excellence and top up the phones with addi- 
associate level courses. CARIBCERT. tional credits ' Because of the 


Dollar-a-Day graduates 
given their certificates 


York being done at the site for the Coney Island being organized as part of a promotional 
campaign by the St. Maarten Little League Association. 

Coney Island opei 


PHILIPSBURG —The 
Empressor Calis Calenda 
“Coney Island” will open its 
doors to the general public on 
Friday, August 1, at 7:00pm. 
People will then have the plea¬ 
sure of enjoying any of the 
nine rides as part of a 
fundraising event organized 
by the St. Maarten Little 
League foundation. 

Preparations are near their 
final stages for the grand 
opening. 

The Daily Herald spoke to 
Coney Island Manager 


Alberto Santiago, who ex¬ 
plained that they would be on 
the island for a minimum of 
two weeks offering a wide 
range of entertainment. “We 
are also looking forward to 
having local live music during 
the nights once we open,” said 
Santiago. 

The company has been on 
the island twice before and, 
according to Santiago, one of 
the advantages of coming 
around this time of year is 
that the children will be able 
to enjoy the rides, as they are 
on vacation. 

On each occasion the com¬ 
pany has arrived on the island 
on the invitation of the Little 
League to offer its services to 
the Little League’s 
fundraising efforts. 

Santiago promises a seven- 


memory problem, these two 
numbers are not available and 
therefore TelCell customers 
cannot use the automated re¬ 
charging system,” TelCell 
Manager Brian Mingo said. 

“The problem was discov¬ 
ered when technicians at¬ 
tempted to restore the main 
GSM prepaid switch after it 
had been thoroughly cleaned, 
washed and dried out. After 
cleaning and reinstalling, a 
fixed memory component 
which allows for the automa¬ 
tion of the recharge service 
became corrupted and will 
have to be replaced,” he 
noted. 

He said that because of the 
software associated with the 
recharge feature, nothing 
could be done with the backup 
software until another special 
component was flown in. The 
replacement part has already 
been ordered and is expected 
to arrive on the island 
Wednesday, following which 
it will be immediately in¬ 
stalled. 

Mingo is advising GSM cus¬ 
tomers who need their phones 


recharged to visit or call the 
TelCell offices on Walter 
Nisbeth Road or in Simpson 
Bay, where arrangements can 
be made to have their phones 
manually recharged within an 
hour of presenting their pre¬ 
paid card. Mingo said this was 
the last stage of the cleanup 
exercise. 

In the meantime, cleaning 
work on Smitcoms’ Interna¬ 
tional Switch at TelEm’s Earth 
Station on the Pondfill was 
carried out without interrup¬ 
tions Saturday night and early 
Sunday morning. 

Manager of Technical Op¬ 
erations Christopher Bourne 
said international calls could 
not be made from about 
1:15am to about 4:30am Sun¬ 
day. 

“A team of technicians had 
to dust equipment, reroute 
and label cables and carry out 
a number of other mainte¬ 
nance tasks before restoring 
the service,” said Bourne. He 
said the work had been done 
to provide the “cleanest lines 
possible” for Smitcoms cus¬ 
tomers. 


Mortis: Customs con handle 
new smuggling techniques 


PHILIPSBURG—Leader of 
Government Commissioner 
Sarah Wescott-Williams left 
the island for Curagao on 
Monday for a two-day work¬ 
ing visit. 

She will meet with the politi¬ 
cal leaders of the new FOL- 
led Central Government coa¬ 
lition. 

The political discussions will 
focus on the governing accord 
for the period 2003-2006. 


While in Curasao, Wescott- 
Williams will also meet with 
Finance Minister Ersilia de 
Lannooy regarding a number 
of issues, including the No¬ 
vember 2002 Financial Proto¬ 
col that was signed between 
the Central Government and 
the Island Territory of St. 
Maarten. 

She is expected back on 
Wednesday. 


“It appears that the driver of 
the vehicle may have been 
travelling at a high velocity 
and he lost control of his ve¬ 
hicle.” 

He also said, “According to 
the report, around him when 
police arrived on the scene 
was the smell of alcohol, which 
may have been consumed by 
the driver. However, we won’t 
know for sure until the test is 
done.” 


PHILIPSBURG—The recent 
catch of seven bottles of co¬ 
caine in liquid form has cre¬ 
ated some concern over the 
difficulty in differentiating the 
substance from consumer 
products. 

However, Chief Customs 
Officer George Martis has 
lauded his Customs officers 
as being experts in the field of 
detecting drugs and said they 
are prepared for whatever the 
drug pushers try. 

Martis said, “My officers are 
very well trained and use their 
brains. If they see something 
that is strange they don’t dis¬ 
miss it without thoroughly 
checking it.” 

Two suspects have been 
made aware of the expert ca¬ 
pabilities of the Customs of¬ 
ficers and are presently in cus¬ 
tody, where their interroga¬ 
tion continues. 


Sarah on working 
visit to Curasao 


The two Guyanese nationals 
were attempting to board an 
Air France flight with seven 
bottles of liquid cocaine dis¬ 
guised as body lotion. They 
apparently speak only French 
and so far authorities have 
been able to determine con¬ 
clusively that the drugs were 
brought with them from 
Guyana. 

Martis said, “Liquid cocaine 
is not very popular in St. 
Maarten, but it is nothing new 
to us. It is has been seen a lot 
in Curagao and there the drug 
pushers have been shown the 
skills of the Customs officers 
as well.” 


Car crash 


Continued from page 1. 

entrance of the gas station. 

The engine of the car came 
out completely and rolled sev¬ 
eral meters uphill before stop¬ 
ping close to the top of the 
roundabout. 

According to Police Com¬ 
missioner Richard Panneflek, 
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Senior citizens angry 
over elected board 


PHILIPSBURG—The 
members of the St. Maarten 
Senior Citizens Foundation 
are threatening to boycott 
all activities at the recre¬ 
ational center if they don’t 
get the representation they 
believe they deserve. 

After recently held elec¬ 
tions for the new board of 
the Foundation, Muriel 
Arrindell was elected Presi¬ 
dent. A member of the floor, 
apparently representing the 
body of the floor members, 
came forward and expressed 
the desire to have the sitting 
president removed. 

In a recent article, The 
Daily Flerald stated that 
Arrindell was a new presi¬ 
dent. However, she was re¬ 
elected as president while 
Patricia Flanders is outgo¬ 
ing Director of the Founda¬ 
tion. 

A release from the repre¬ 
sentative said, “We, the 
members, decided to pick 
two candidates for the presi¬ 
dent, which are Patsy and 
Muriel. And if Patsy should 
refuse, because we did not 
ask her as yet, then we shall 
choose someone from the 
floor. And if Muriel loses 
the election and she does 
not want to step down, then 
we the members are not re¬ 
turning to the center until 
she steps down.” 

Citing as one of the rea¬ 
sons the apparent inability 
of the sitting president to 


Thief Beaten 


ity and although no arrest 
has been made as yet, the 
detective department is 
looking into the matter.” 

According to reports, A.M. 
entered a home at Marigot 
Hill Road #36 through the 
front window, removed the 
keys from the lock at the 
front door and stole a car 
belonging to one of the resi¬ 
dents. 

After he awoke, the car 
owner found that his car was 
missing and sought the as¬ 
sistance of some friends to 
search for it. The men had 
apparently been searching 
for some time when, on their 
waybackinto St. Peters, they 
spotted the car and followed 
it until they managed to get 
it to stop. 

Once they got to the driver 


communicate appropriately 
with the seniors, the floor 
has arranged for a new elec¬ 
tion slated for July 31. 

The release continued, 
“Because of the attitude of 
the president of the present 
board we would like to elect 
a new president. Someone 
we could depend on.” 

Another grievance is that 
new members elected to the 
board are visible in the Foun¬ 
dation, but they have not 
been introduced to the mem¬ 
bers. In addition, the mem¬ 
bers believe that someone 
from the floor should sit on 
the board. They are also 
against young board mem¬ 
bers. 

They have cited the appar¬ 
ent limiting of who goes on 
trips organized by the board 
as being discrimination. 
They have also complained 
about the volume of the ra¬ 
dio at the Recreational Cen¬ 
ter and noted that they 
should have a say in its use. 

They also have no inten¬ 
tion of selling any more bar¬ 
becue tickets, as they have 
no idea where the funds go. 
The barbecue events have 
come under criticism and 
have become a cause of great 
concern in the areas of qual¬ 
ity and quantity of the food 
sold. 

“Board members should 
also visit the sick and find 
out why someone is absent,” 
the release stated. 


| Continued from page 1. 

they dragged him from the 
car, began beating him and 
left him on the road. 

A call was placed to the 
emergency room advising 
authorities that a man was 
lying on the side of the road 
bleeding. 

Panneflek stated that the 
police force would not toler¬ 
ate persons taking the law 
into their own hands. He 
said, “It is an offence to ill- 
treat someone, whether or 
not they stole something 
from you.” 

Rumours that the victim 
had died at the hospital were 
refuted by Panneflek. He 
stated that officers had been 
checking on his status and 
A.M. was alive and recover¬ 
ing. 



Congratulations go out to Jelani Gibbs (right) receiving his 
gift certificate for US $50 from The Daily Herald’s represen¬ 
tative Chadia Hammoud, for winning The Daily Herald’s 
Guess Where? Guess What? Challenge published last Sat¬ 
urday. Jelani identified all the changes: A tree was added in 
the background; an extra reflector was added on the el¬ 
ephant; an extra rope was added; a piece of its tail was 
removed from the elephant behind the man; a tusk was 
removed from the elephant with the reflectors; a finger was 
removed from the man’s hand. Jelani may use his gift 
voucher at Just In Boutique or Kwik Bargains/Kwik Ideas 
before September 15. 


New radio show: 
Philipsburg Live 


PHILIPSBURG — 
’’Philipsburg Live” is a new 
radio series airing on The 
Voice of St. Maarten Radio 
Network (PJD2 1300 AM 
and 102.7 FM) August 5-12. 
The focus is on Philipsburg 
in general with specific looks 
at businesses and chats with 
long term residents as well 
as historical information, Ian 
Valz of the station told The 
Daily Herald. 

Featuring live and pre-re¬ 
corded segments, 

Philipsburg Live will be aired 
throughout the day in be¬ 
tween regular programming. 
It is the “low season,” so this 
programme was formulated 
to highlight the businesses 
and activities in the capital 
city, Valz said. 

“The aim is to give the busi¬ 
ness a boost and some me¬ 
dia attention,” he explained. 
The interviews and other bits 
will be carried out by various 
persons from the station. 
There are plans to expand 
the programme to other dis¬ 
tricts with the same aim. 
“We invite everyone to tune 
in to this informative and 
entertaining media coverage 
of Philipsburg Live,” Valz 
said. 


Caribbean Lotto jackpot 
winner still not found 


PHILIPSBURG—The Car- Match 3 winners and 461 free 
ibbean Lottery has announced ticket winners in St. Maarten, 
that the winner of the NAf. St. Eustatius, and Saba for 
870,473.00 or US $483,596 Saturday night’s Caribbean 
Lotto Jackpot that was drawn Lotto Jackpot draw, 
for the Caribbean Lottery on The next Caribbean Lotto 
Saturday, July 26, has not pre- Jackpot draw is Wednesday, 


sented the ticket with winning 
numbers, 7,11,17, 20, 37, 38 
and Free letter N. 

This is the second big Carib¬ 
bean Lotto jackpot prize win¬ 
ner in just over two months 
for the biggest multi-country 
lottery game in the Caribbean. 
A lucky Barbados player won 
BDS $1,850 million on May 
21. Saturday’s ticket was pur¬ 
chased at the Antigua 
Lottery’s Airport sub-office 
in St. John’s, Antigua. Any¬ 
one who purchased a Carib¬ 
bean Lotto ticket at that loca¬ 
tion on Friday, July 25, is en¬ 
couraged to check their num¬ 
bers, immediately sign the 
back of the ticket and contact 
the nearest Caribbean Lot¬ 
tery office. 

St. Maarten Caribbean Lot¬ 
tery has announced that there 
were also one Match 5 win¬ 
ner, 19 Match 4 winners, 261 


July 30. The minimum jack¬ 
pot to any single winner will 
be US $300,000 or NAf. 
540,000. 
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AGENDA 


ST. EUSTATIUS 
Police Station 182333 
Emergency 111 
Hot Line 108 
Fire Department 120 
Hospital 182211/182371 
Landsradio 182210 
Post Office 182207 
St. Eustatius Historical 
Foundation Museum 182288 
Winair Office 182362 
Lions Club meets every 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday at the 
“Den” next to the Airport 
Drug Prevention Foundation 
meets every Tuesday 5:30pm 
at the Golden Era Hotel. 
Coastguard NA&A 113 

SABA 

Police Station 

The Bottom, tel. 4163237 
Emergency 111/112 
Hospital 

The Bottom, tel. 4163288/4163289 

Fire Department Airport 

Flat Point tel. 4162210 
SATEL 

The Bottom, tel. 4163211 

WINAIR, Airport 

Flat Point, tel. 4162255/2713 

Taxi Service Airport 

Flat Point, tel. 160 

Administration Building 

The Bottom, tel. 4163311/ 

4163312/4163313 

Tourist Office 

Windwardside, tel. 4162231 

Harbour Office 

Fort Bay, tel. 4163294 

Saba Marine Park 

Fort Bay, tel. 4163295 

Nature & Hike Guide 

James Johnson 

The Bottom, tel. 4163307 

Service Club 

Saba Lions Club general meeting 
every 1st and 3rd Tuesday 8:00 
p.m. at Eugenius A. Johnson 
Center. 

Coastguard NA&A 113 
Red Cross 

General meeting every last Mon¬ 
day, 6 p.m, Eugenius A. Johnson 
Center. 

ANGUILLA 
EMERGENCY 
Police 911 
Fire 911 
Ambulance 911 
Police Station 497 2333 
Hospital 497 2551 
Dental clinic 497 2343 
Radio Anguilla 497 2218 
Tourism Department 497 2759 
Crimestoppers 0800 7777777 
AI RL INES 

American Eagle 497 3501 

Winair 497 2748 

Liat 497 5000 

Tyden Air 497 2719 

Air Anguilla 497 2643 

Trans Anguilla 497 8690 

COURIER SERVICE 

DHL 497 3400 

Federal Express 497 2719 

UPS 497 2239 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Rotary Club of Anguilla 

Roy's Restaurant 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 

p.m. Every Thursday. 

Soroptimist International 

Day Care Centre 

4.30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday 

in each month Tel: 497 3509 

Lions Club 

The Valley Primary School 
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 8.00 p.m. 
Tel: 497 6259 

National Council of Women 

Arts and Craft Centre 
4.30 p.m. 1st Monday in month. 
Interact Club of Anguilla 
Meets every Friday at 3.15 p.m. 
at theAlbena Lake Hodge Com¬ 
prehensive School 
Alcoholic Anynomous meetings 
every Sunday at 8:30 am and 
Monday at 5:00 pm on Shoal 
Bay picnic area. 
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Island Council member Rolando Wilson and members of the Saba Carnival Festival 
Foundation at the opening. Photo by Dave Levenstone. 


Saba Summer Festival 
off to a good start 


SABA—Saba Summer Fes¬ 
tival got off on a good start 
with the opening jump up 
parade from St. Johns to The 
Bottom under the sounds of 
Entyce Band on Monday 
evening. Some 200 Carnival 
revellers took part in the 
jump up, which ended at the 
Carnival village. 

The Saba Summer Festival 
is being hosted by the Saba 
Carnival Festival Founda¬ 
tion under the chairmanship 
of Roseta Blackman-Riley. 

Island Council Member 


Rolando Wilson had the 
honour of declaring Saba 
Summer Festival 2003 offi¬ 
cially open. Wilson said the 
slogan for this year “Come 
Bump and Wine with us for 
Saba Carnival 2003” spoke 
for itself and called on all 
Sabans and friends of Saba 
to come out and support the 
Carnival for the entire week. 

He thanked the foundation 
for organizing this particu¬ 
lar event and hope it will 
continue and called on the 
revellers to respect the deci¬ 


sions that would be made by 
the judges during the events. 
On behalf of the Island Gov¬ 
ernment he wished every¬ 
one a safe, peaceful and joy¬ 
ful Carnival 2003 and with 
this he declared the Carni¬ 
val officially open. 

Lisette Peterson sang the 
Saba anthem and Blackman- 
Riley wished everyone a joy¬ 
ful Saba Summer Festival 
2003. Following the official 
opening, Xplosion Band of 
St. Maarten provided music 
for the revellers. 


Xavier Blackman 
off to Curasao 


SABA—Saba’s Xavier 
Blackman left the island on 
Monday afternoon for St. 
Maarten. He is scheduled to 
travel to Curasao on Tues¬ 
day in preparation for tak¬ 
ing his oath of office in the 
Komproe/Godett Cabinet 
on Friday. 

Blackman travelled to 
Curasao some days earlier 
than expected to get ac¬ 
quainted with the task he 
will be assuming on behalf 
of the WIPM party. He will 
be the State Secretary of Fi¬ 
nance, with the Solidarity 
Fund falling directly under 
him. 

WIPM advisor Dave 
Levenstone told the press 
Blackman had the portfolio 
of Finance, but would be 


responsible for anything re¬ 
garding Saba in the Cabinet. 
He has received specific in¬ 
structions from the party on 
the many issues that need 
his fullest attention for the 
island. 

He will be meeting with 
Minister of Finance Ersilia 
de Lannooy and other mem¬ 
bers of her Ministry before 
assuming his position on 
Friday. He will be accompa¬ 
nied by members of his party 
at the swearing-in ceremony. 
His parents are also sched¬ 
uled to join him on Thurs¬ 
day for the Friday ceremony. 

Blackman was Head of the 
Island Government Depart¬ 
ment of Finance and Eco¬ 
nomic Affairs andheldother 
important positions on be¬ 
half of the Government of 
Saba. Several of his tasks 
will be now shared amongst 
several other top civil ser¬ 
vants in the Island Govern¬ 
ment Administration. He 
has the full support of his 
party as he assumes his new 
position as State Secretary. 

WIPM party President 


Commissioner Will Johnson 
said he was happy to know 
that the party had been able 
to put forward another of its 
bright candidates to occupy 
the position of State Secre¬ 
tary. 

“The WIPM party is a party 
of inclusion and I am happy 
to know that once again Saba 
will be represented in the 
Council of Ministers. I know 
that Mr. Blackman will be 
there taking care of affairs 
on behalf of Saba. I am happy 
to know that now I have 
someone there that I can 
call to look at matters for 
the island,” Johnson said. 

He said he wanted to pub¬ 
licly congratulate Blackman 
and his family on his appoint¬ 
ment as State Secretary. 
“The position which he has 
been awarded is one that he 
has worked hard together 
with me on and I know that 
he is fully aware of the needs 
of the island, especially 
where it concerns the Soli¬ 
darity Fund,” Johnson said. 


Less cooperation for 
cleanup than expected 


COLE BAY—Cooperation Estate, entrance to Buttercup 
for the first weekend of the Road, across from John Coo- 


island-wide cleanup was “less 
than expected,” Environmen¬ 
tal Development and Prop¬ 
erty Management Sector Di¬ 
rector Lionel Coombs told 
The Daily Herald yesterday. 

The cleanup started off in 
the Cole Bay/Simpson Bay 
area. Residents were advised 
via the media to place their 
garbage and other debris at 
various collection points in the 
area to be picked up by Public 
Works Department crews on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Coombs has toured the area 
and a decision to continue to 
clean up during the week has 
been made. Several areas in 
dire need of cleaning were 
identified, according to him. 
The department will carry out 
as much cleaning as possible. 
Several residents were ap¬ 
proached and asked to clear 
up their yards. 

The cleanup continues in the 
Cul de Sac area this coming 
weekend. Residents are again 
asked to note the collection 
points closest to their homes. 

Collection points are en¬ 
trance of Welgelegen Road, 
intersection of Puma Road 
and Jaguar Road, Otter Road 
Belair, next to the former 
Cake House, in front of the 
Ebenezer Shopping Centre, 
Reward Road across from the 
church, entrance to 
Weymouth Hill and intersec¬ 
tion of Lemon Road and Sour- 
sop Road, Watermelon Road 
next to the garage, St. Peters 
Road next to the ball court, 
intersection of Grapefruit 
Road and Retreat Estate 
Road, entrance to St. John’s 


per/Jose Lake Sr. Ballpark, 
Roses Road across from Cake 
House, intersection of 
Coralita Road and Amaryllis 
Road and next to the 
Zagersgut bridge. 

Philipsburg is the next dis¬ 
trict on the cleanup schedule. 

Youth talent 
show planned 

SABA—Youth Jungle Fever 
Model and Talent Show 2003 
is one of the events scheduled 
for this week’s Saba Summer 
Festival. It will be held at the 
sports field Tuesday evening 
starting at 8:00pm. 

Zuleyka Levenstone, one of 
the hosts for the show, told 
the Saba Government Infor¬ 
mation Service (SGIS) the 
participants would be all local 
talent putting on a modelling, 
singing and acting show. 
Levenstone thanked Majes¬ 
tic Boutique and In Fashion 
of St. Maarten for their con¬ 
tribution in supplying the 
clothes for the event. 

Levenstone and co-host 
Coretta Heyliger are inviting 
everyone to come out and sup¬ 
port the island’s young talent 
in what has been termed an 
exciting evening. 

The Saba Carnival Festival 
Foundation is responsible for 
organizing the Saba Summer 
Festival 2003. The official 
week of activities kicked off 
on Monday and will run until 
Sunday, August 3. 


Cell shortage 


Continued from page 1. 


mum,” he said. Legalities are 
stretched thin, as suspects are 
only locked up in emergency 
situations. 

“We lock people up when 
we have no way out,” said 
Holiday, explaining that re¬ 
quirements set by the Euro¬ 
pean Committee for the Pre¬ 
vention of Torture and Inhu¬ 
mane or Degrading Treat¬ 
ment or Punishment (CPT) 
demanded that no more than 
a certain number of suspects 
were locked up in one cell. 
“But sometimes we just have 
to do our jobs. Then we have 
no way out,” he said. 

The police have 15 holding 
cells at the Philipsburg head¬ 
quarters. The cells were reno¬ 
vated last year, following de¬ 
mands by police officers that 
something be done about their 
condition rapidly. They had 
claimed that working in of¬ 
fices beneath the cells was 
unbearable, because drainage 
of the cells was leaking. 

But though the cells were 
renovated, the problem of 


overcrowding wasn’t. That 
problem is the result of over¬ 
population at the Pointe 
Blanche prison. Suspects are 
supposed to be locked up at 
the Philipsburg police station 
and transferred to Pointe 
Blanche after they have been 
sentenced in a court of law. 

However, that isn’t always 
possible, because there just 
isn’t enough space in Pointe 
Blanche. That creates a back¬ 
log that in turn overcrowds 
the police station. 

Holiday said fixing that prob¬ 
lem was now an issue. “The 
problem isn’t new. We have 
renovated our existing cells 
and planned an extension,” 
he said. A request for funding 
was made last week as part of 
a programme aimed at main¬ 
taining order. 

“We hope something comes 
out of it,” said Holiday, add¬ 
ing that the programme in¬ 
cluded a whole range of issues 
the police force would like to 
see addressed. 
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Street Vibes 

Opinions on IIPT 


too high. We also need to 
get the guns off the streets 
and people found guilty of 
criminal activities should get 
stiffer penalties.” 

Kent Strose 

“Being part of the EU is 
not a bad idea. If everyone 
gets together and works to¬ 
gether, then this is what we 
need. If we become part of 
the EU then we will be able 
to benefit from the coun¬ 
tries that are currently part 
of the EU, which are more 
advanced than us. There is 
not enough information 
reaching the public about 
UPT and I think there is 
need for additional informa¬ 
tion. 

“With regard to indepen¬ 
dence, I think St. Maarten 
should forget independence, 
because if we go indepen¬ 
dent we have nothing to sus¬ 
tain us. People forgot about 
the garden and farming. If 
tourists should stop coming 
then we will be in trouble. 

“Government should come 
clean with the population, 
because it’s the people who 
put them in power. They 
need to be more honest.” 

Elton Felisie, 
civil servant 

“I don’t have enough in¬ 
formation to make a deci¬ 
sion, but I think that we 
should work towards inde¬ 
pendence, but before mak¬ 
ing this point people in the 
Antilles should be mentally 
prepared for independence. 
When you prepare yourself 
and your kids and you instill 
in them the necessary cul¬ 
ture on what it is all about, 
then you will be in a better 
position.” 


crime. At the moment it is Elton Felisie 


PHILIPSBURG—With dis¬ 
cussions currently being held 
regarding the Netherlands 
Antilles acquiring the status 
of Ultra-Peripheral Terri¬ 
tory (UPT) within the Euro¬ 
pean Union (EU), Street 
Vibes asked the man and 
woman on the street to share 
their views on the issue and 
whether they preferred in¬ 
dependence or becoming 
part of the EU. Their views 
follow. 

Lisa Henry, 
civil servant 

“I think more information 
is needed on the whole issue 
of Ultra-Peripheral Terri¬ 
tory and us being a part of 
the European Union. With¬ 
out additional information 
on this I can’t really com¬ 
ment. 

“But with regard to inde¬ 
pendence I think that we 
should go independent. We 
are capable of it, because 
our tourism industry is very 
(vibrant), in fact it is busier 
than that of Aruba and they 
went independent. We stand 
a good chance at being a 
successful independent is¬ 
land.” 

Michel Helliger, 
private sector worker 

“I don’t think we should be 
part of the European Union. 
St. Maarten is too small to 
be part of the EU. We will 
be put in a similar situation 
as we are now. We need pro¬ 
tection. 

“I don’t think we are ready 
for independence either. We 
first need to get our act to¬ 
gether. Before we consider 
independence we need to 
know how the population 
will survive, what will be our 
main source of income. 
Years ago people worked 
hard farming, fishing. We 
even had the salt pond. To¬ 
day we don’t have any of 
these things, we depend only 
on tourists. What will hap¬ 
pen if the tourists stop com¬ 
ing? We don’t have anything 
else to fall back on. 

“Maybe someday in the 
future we can consider inde¬ 
pendence, but not right now. 

“Before we consider any of 
these things we need to look 
after our island first, we need 
to cut down on the level of 



Islands ? 

Bryson-Pantophlet criticizes 
hasty organization of SMITH 


PHILIPSBURG—Head of 
the MAVO/VSBO stream of 
Milton Peters College 
(MPC) Oldine Bryson- 
Pantophlet is critical of cer¬ 
tain aspects of the formation 
of St. Maarten Institute of 
Technology and Hospitality 
(SMITH), which is expected 
to be introduced by October. 
The educator said that while 
the establishment of SMITH 
was long overdue and was 
needed at this time, enough 
information was not being 
circulated about the 
programme. She also criti¬ 
cized the hasty manner in 
which the programme was 
being established and state¬ 
ments suggesting that 
SMITH was “on track.” 
SMITH is expected to pro¬ 
vide alternative education for 
MAVO and BVO students 
under the age of 18 who will 
be leaving school this year. 
SMITH will enable MAVO 
and BVO graduates who are 
too young to qualify for study 
financing or for employment 
to boost their academics in 
the areas of hospitality, tech¬ 
nology and other areas. It 
will also cater to other stu¬ 
dents who will not be leaving 
the island to pursue studies. 
“I am afraid of the planning 
of SMITH. There is need for 
a plan and there is need for 
vision (for SMITH),” 
Bryson-Pantophlet said dur¬ 
ing a radio interview with 
Eddie Williams on 99.9 
Choice FM Monday. For the 
initiative to be successful, she 
said, an effective project man¬ 
ager has to be put in place to 
coordinate and organize de¬ 
tails of the programme. 

“The project manager will 
need to put things in place in 
time for October. This is a 
massive (task). Even if we 
take a ready-made 


programme, we will need to 
do some very vigorous adap¬ 
tations, because we are not in 
the same country, we don’t 
have the same instruments, 
we don’t have the same fa¬ 
cilities or anything,” she 
noted. 

She also said information 
should be provided on the 
programmes that would be 
offered to students and she 
questioned whether the busi¬ 
ness community had been 
sensitized about the initia¬ 
tive and whether the levels of 
the institution had been es¬ 
tablished. 

“There’s no way in this world 
that a programme can start 
in August and be ready in 
October for school,” she con¬ 
tended. “Whatever we do in 
St. Maarten education-wise 
we should strive for perfec¬ 
tion, because we are a small 
island.” 

She said students would be 
affected if adequate mecha¬ 
nisms were not put in place 
when the programme started 
and recommended that or¬ 
ganizers seek the expertise 
of tertiary level institutions 
such as University of St. Mar¬ 
tin (USM) and Dosoe Ac¬ 
counting Business School, in 
the establishment of SMITH. 

“We have to get all hands 
on deck. We need to know 


from the business commu¬ 
nity what are the professions 
they really need to be filled 
and offer a limited number 
of choices to students,” she 
recommended. 

“Everything is too vague. 
People are not being in¬ 
formed. We do not know con¬ 
cretely when this school will 
begin, what will be the fee, 
will students be getting schol¬ 
arships, will they have to pay 
themselves, will it be a work/ 
learn situation. These are 
things that everyone who has 
education at heart should 
ask,” she said. 
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More European tourists 
despite limited airlift 


ARUBA—Minister of Tour¬ 
ism Edison Briesen indicated 
during a special press confer¬ 
ence that the larger seat ca¬ 
pacity of KLM’s Boeing 747- 
400 has up to now contributed 
to a significant increase of 
about 70 per cent more pas¬ 
sengers from Europe to 
Aruba. 


Aruban Tourism Authority 



SABA—Commissioner re¬ 
sponsible for Culture Lisa 
Hassell is inviting everyone 
on the island and abroad to 
“Come Bump and Wine with 
We Saba Carnival 2003.” 

That is the theme being used 
by the Saba Carnival Festival 
Foundation, which is respon¬ 
sible for organizing the events 
that kicked off last night with 
a jump-up from St. John’s to 
The Bottom. 

Escape Band provided mu¬ 
sic during the bacchanal that 
started at 7:30pm and con¬ 
cluded at the sports field, 
where Extreme Band out of 
Anguilla provided music un¬ 
til 2:00am. 

Hassell told the Saba Gov¬ 
ernment Information Service 
(SGIS), “I am calling on all 
residents to come out and 
show your support for our 
Saba Summer festival. The 
festival is being organized by 
the Saba Carnival Festival 
Foundation for everyone’s 
enjoyment. Come out and 
support what is ours and have 
a great time. 

“The foundation has com¬ 
piled a very nice programme 
of events. I am also extending 
a warm invitation to Carnival 
revellers on the neighbouring 
islands. We invite you with 
open arms to come and enjoy 
what we have to offer.” 


(ATA) Manager Myrna 
Jansen was also present. 

Apart from a British char¬ 
ter, KLM is currently the only 
company that still provides a 
permanent airlift from the 
European continent. There 
were some talks with Iberia 
and a Spanish charter, but 
nothing concrete. They are 
still negotiating with 
Lufthansa and British Air¬ 
ways. There are also possibili¬ 
ties for Aeropostal and even 
Santa Barbara to connect 
Europe with Aruba. 

Briesen has also talked with 
a representative of Air Hol¬ 
land. This airline company is 
planning to use its third flight 
to Curasao to fly through to 
Aruba. According to 
Normann Kleine of Air Hol¬ 
land, business is good, also 
for September and October. 


European tourists have dif¬ 
ferent vacation expectations 
than Americans. They are not 
so much interested in the ca¬ 
sinos. They do like the beauti¬ 
ful beaches, culture and na¬ 
ture. 

This is a good reason for 
marketing Arikok National 
Park and the Oranjestad cul¬ 
tural route in Europe. “We 
need a broader package for 
Aruba,” said the minister. 

Jansen pointed out a 
painter’s course that a Dutch 
publisher wanted to organize 
here in Aruba. Together with 
the ATA, they are implement¬ 
ing a brochure with activities 
for the youth, like paintball, 
wind and kite surfing and 
mountain biking. Once this is 
complete, it can be down¬ 
loaded from the Website 
www.aruba.com. 



New Antillean Plenipotentiary Minister in The Hague 
Maurice Adriaens made his first public appearance in that 
capacity during the Summer Carnival in Rotterdam last 
weekend. Celebrating in the balcony of City Hall (from left 
to right) a female reveller, Adriaens, Deputy Plenipotentiary 
Minister Henri Brookson and project leader Brugge of 
Cabinet Affairs of the Dutch municipality. Photo by Nico 
van der Ven. 
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Examiner Ed Bardfield presenting James Kendel, one of the five candidates who passed the 
US amateur radio exam, with his FCC certificate. 

Five pass amateur 
radio examination 


COLE BAY—Five of the 
six persons who took the 
United States amateur ra¬ 
dio exam on Saturday were 
successful. 

The examination was or¬ 
ganized by St. Maarten 
Amateur Radio Club with 
Ed and David Bardfield as 
examiners. 


The successful participants 
were presented with FCC 
certificates after the exami¬ 
nation at CommSystems on 
Wellington Road in Cole 
Bay. 

The preliminary FCC test 
is beneficial to persons who 
will be sitting the Dutch 
amateur radio exams orga¬ 


nized by the Bure au of Tele¬ 
communications, according 
to the club. 

Antilleans must take the 
Dutch exams to be eligible 
to receive a PJ licence to 
operate an amateur radio 
station in the Netherlands 
Antilles. 
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Controversy about 
solar streetlights 


WILLEMSTAD—It now 
turns out that the conces¬ 
sion for the installation of 
new solar-powered street 
lighting did not go accord¬ 
ing to the regulations for 
public projects. 

Former PNP Commis¬ 
sioner Hendriks Abraham 
points to his aide Giovanni 
Atalita, who denies being the 
one responsible for the 
choice of the US $2,000- 
apiece lamps purchased last 
year. A total of $200,000 was 
invested in the Solar Out¬ 
door Lighting (SOL) lamps 
without the compulsory pub¬ 
lic tender customary in such 
concessions. 

Asked about the purchase, 
Abraham earlier declared 
his aide Atalita had handled 
the project and advised on 
the Florida-based company 
SOL. At least two local com¬ 
panies, upon learning about 
the ongoing inquiries of the 
Island Government into so¬ 
lar-powered lamps, pre¬ 
sented their own proposals 
with prices 40 to 50 per cent 
cheaper than the SOLlamps. 

The interest in solar-pow¬ 
ered lamps is based on the 
assumption that they are 
more efficient than conven¬ 
tional streetlights and 

National Assembly 
meeting postponed 

ST. KITTS—Tuesday’s sit¬ 
ting of the St. Kitts and Nevis 
National Assembly has been 
postponed. 

“I am to inform you that 
the meeting of the National 
Assembly scheduled for 
Tuesday, July 29, 2003, and 
of which you have been given 
notice, has been postponed,” 
said a note to lawmakers 
signed by clerk of the Na¬ 
tional Assembly Jose Lloyd. 
Eight bills were scheduled 
to be debated. No new date 
was given. 


cheaper in usage. However, 
no investigation was made 
into the matter. Neither did 
the department in charge of 
public works DOW make a 
comparison of pricing and 
quality of different products. 

The project was financed 
by the foundation for road 
maintenance 
(Wegenfonds), run by Karis 
Troeman and Urvin Batta, 
both employed in manage¬ 
ment positions at DOW. 


Chairperson of the founda¬ 
tion is the commissioner in 
charge of public works, 
qualitate qua, at the time 
Hendriks Abraham. 

Current commissioner 
Maria Liberia-Peters, also 
PNP, says that to her whether 
there was a public tender in 
this matter is “not an issue, 
as there must have been a 
good reason to deviate from 
the normal procedures.” 


Abroham wants to avoid land 
speculation Harbour Village 


BONAIRE—It has hap¬ 
pened in Bonaire that land 
assigned for projects of gen¬ 
eral interest has been 
granted and later used for a 
different purpose. 

Former prime minister 
Miguel Pourier already 
warned about this some 30 
years ago and now opposi¬ 
tion leader Jopie Abraham 
is doing the same. 

The DP-Bonaire leader has 
a problem with the fact that 
government does not ask for 
a guarantee to make sure 
the investor does not devi¬ 
ate from the proposed plans. 

He said the UPB govern¬ 
ment indeed had been ad¬ 
vised by its services to obtain 
additional assurances that 
the project would be imple¬ 
mented and the land not 
used for speculative pur¬ 
poses. He now wonders why 
the Executive Council did 
not follow that advice. 

Commissioner Burney 
Elhage gave a presentation 
in the last Island Council 
meeting, but in Abraham’s 
opinion, it was not very clear 
whether the benefit of cre¬ 
ating employment was for a 
short period of time. 

The opposition is not happy 
at all with Harbour Village 


which, according to the DP- 
leader, from the beginning 
did not want to have local 
people on its property. Con¬ 
sidering the fact that the ex¬ 
isting hotel was not built by 
local builders, Abraham 
wants to make sure part of 
the workers are locals. 

According to Elhage, the 
Harbour Village project is a 
saviour for Bonaire and will 
provide people with food on 
the table. 

“This is totally incorrect. 
We need to take into ac¬ 
count that the Harbour Vil¬ 
lage project can become the 
same disaster as Flamingo 
Paradise. Government can¬ 
not just ask for a guarantee, 
it has to demand one,” 
Abraham countered. 



Curagao politician, author 
and soccerplayer Guillermo 
Rosario passed away at the 
age of 86 in St. Elisabeth 
Hospital Saturday. Venezu- 
ela-born Rosario won sev¬ 
eral literary prizes, started 
the weekly Un Poco and was 
one of the founders behind 
the Democratic Party, with 
which he later broke. He 
played with four Antillean 
soccer teams, includingAjax 
and Racing Club Aruba, 
winning several champion¬ 
ships. He was coach of the 
Curagao selection as well. 
In addition to columns in 
newspapers, he wrote books, 
poems and plays depicting 
the struggle of the common 
black man. 



From left to right: President of Methodist Church in the Caribbean and 
Women’s Commission Sonia Polack, Ethel Bom and Christene Chambliss. 



200 Methodist women 
at Caribbean seminar 


ST. KITTS—Nearly 200 del¬ 
egates from the Caribbean 
and the United States were 
in St. Kitts to attend the 
World Federation of Meth¬ 
odist and Uniting Church 
Women at St. Kitts Marriott 
Royal Beach Resort at Frig¬ 
ate Bay. 

The July 23-28 seminar was 
hosted by the St. Kitts Cir¬ 
cuit in the Leeward Islands 
District of the Methodist 
Church in the Caribbean and 
the Americas. 

The event, which is held in 
the Caribbean every five 
years, brings together par¬ 
ticipants from Anguilla, 
Antigua, Aruba, the British 
Virgin Islands, Curagao, Ja¬ 
maica, St. Lucia, Dominica, 
St. Vincent and the Grena¬ 
dines, Holland, Grenada, 
Montserrat, Nevis, St. Croix, 
St. Eustatius, St. Kitts, St. 


Maarten/St. Martin, St. Tho¬ 
mas/St. John, Trinidad and 
Tobago, the Bahamas, Bar¬ 
bados, Guyana and the 
United States. 

President of the Leeward 
Islands District Women’s 
Commission Brenda 
Vanterpool told the Com¬ 
munications Unit of the Of¬ 
fice of the Prime Minister 
that delegates represented 
the African Methodist Epis¬ 
copal Church (AME), the 
African Methodist Episco¬ 
pal Zion Church (AMEZ), 
the Christian Methodist 
Episcopal Church (CME), 
the United Methodist 
Church (UMC) and the 
Methodist Church in the 
Caribbean and the Ameri¬ 
cas (MCAA). 

Workshops on violence in 
the society, women’s health 
issues and nurturing chil¬ 


dren, were on the agenda of 
the Caribbean Area semi¬ 
nar. Participants also at¬ 
tended morning praise and 
worship and Bible study. 

President of the North 
America Area Christene 
Chambliss and former Ar¬ 
chivist, World Federation 
Methodist and Uniting 
Church Women Ethel Born 
led the discussion on Infor¬ 
mation Sharing. Pat 
Compton led on Programme 
Planning for Women’s 
Meetings and Born led the 
discussion on the history of 
the World Federation. 
Several recreational events, 
including shopping in 
Basseterre, an island tour of 
St. Kitts and a visit to Nevis, 
were also part of the 
programme, before the del¬ 
egates departed St. Kitts on 
Monday. 
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PAM questions 
media independence 


ST. KITTS—The People’s 
Action Movement (PAM) 
political party in St. Kitts 
has questioned the reputa¬ 
tion of local newspaper The 
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer with 
respect to its being politi¬ 
cally independent. 

PAM’s grievance stems 
from a July 9 press confer¬ 
ence on Reform of the Elec¬ 
toral System in St. Kitts and 
Nevis. The party reports in a 
full-page editorial in the July 
26 issue of The Democrat 
Newspaper that the press 
conference was carried live 
on WINN FM and that The 
Observer was represented by 


senior reporter Bert David. 

PAM alleges that in the 
two weeks following the 
press conference, no article 
was ever published on the 
press conference. However, 
the party states that in The 
Observer edition for the 
week July 18-24, page 20 of 
that issue carried an article 
with the headline, “Tourism 
Minister pours cold water 
on PAM’s electoral reform 
ideas.” 

PAM stated in its editorial 
that this article was appar¬ 
ently a response to said press 
conference of July 9, which 
it said had not been publi- 


Blind trained to be 
computer literate 


ST. KITTS—The St. Kitts- 
Nevis Labour 

Administration’s efforts to 
reduce poverty has found 
support from the Govern¬ 
ment of Canada. 

Canada is contributing just 
over CDN $22,000 to pro¬ 
mote computer literacy 
among blind and visually 
impaired persons in St. Kitts, 
to expand their employment 
opportunities. 

Six computers and five 
computer desks, chairs, 
JAW software and accesso¬ 
ries have been purchased to 
facilitate the computer train- 

lop Canadian diplomat 


ing programme. The equip¬ 
ment should help to imple¬ 
ment programmes related to 
typing and audio skills. 

The project, which is being 
carried out by the Ministry 
of Social Development, 
Community and Gender 
Affairs, will train 30 blind 
and visually impaired per¬ 
sons ages 20-40 in basic com¬ 
puter skills and assist them 
in expanding their employ¬ 
ment options. 


cized in the paper to date. 

The final paragraph of its 
article questions, “A caption 
on the front page of your 
paper written in blue on a 
yellow background boldly 
states that ‘The Observer’ is 
‘The Federation’s politically 
independent news source.’ 

“How can this be justified 
when a press conference 
given by the opposition’s 
People’s Action Movement 
and attended by Bert David, 
Observer senior reporter, 
has never been reported in 
your politically independent 
newspaper, but a response 
from the ruling Labour Party 
gets full coverage?” 

PAM also said that because 
of the absence of balanced 
reporting on the part of said 
newspaper with respect to 
the issue of the press confer¬ 
ence, it now had reason to 
doubt the claim of the publi¬ 
cation of being politically 
independent. 

The July 9 press confer¬ 
ence had sought to raise rec¬ 
ommendations for amend¬ 
ments to the electoral com¬ 
mission, electoral office, 
electoral register, voter iden¬ 
tification cards, qualification 
for registration, claims and 
objections, election offences 
and media access. 


ST. KITTS—Canada’s High 
Commissioner to the Fed¬ 
eration of St. Kitts and Nevis 
Sandelle Scrimshaw is on her 
farewell visit. 

The Barbados-based Cana¬ 
dian diplomat, who arrived 
here Sunday accompanied 
by Head of the Development 
Section in Barbados Joanne 
Goulet, met with Acting 
Prime Minister and Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Affairs and 
Education Timothy Harris 
and British Honorary Con¬ 
sul Peter Allcorn Monday 
morning. 

Scrimshaw travelled to 
Nevis Monday afternoon to 
meet with Premier of Nevis 
Vance Amory. 

She retuned to Basseterre 
Monday afternoon and will 
call on Governor General 
Cuthbert Sebastian and 
Commissioner of Police 
Calvin Fahie on Tuesday 
morning before departing 
for Bridgetown in the after¬ 
noon. 


Officiating 


at the 50th anniversary service 


vm *r.hos 


choir at the 50th anniversary service 


Fifty years secondary 
education in Anguilla 


ANGUILLA—The official 
celebration of 50 years of 
secondary education began 
at a service of thanksgiving 
and praise on Sunday 
evening. 

It was attended by more 
than 350 persons, many re¬ 
turning to the island from 
overseas for the occasion, 
past and present pupils, and 
interested persons in the 
community. It was described 
as an opportunity for past 
and present students and the 
general public to give thanks 
to God for the introduction 
of secondary education and 
its contribution to the socio¬ 
economic development of 
the island. 

The service started with a 
parade led by the Boys Bri¬ 
gade from Albena Lake 
Hodge Comprehensive 
School Campus A to Cam¬ 
pus B, where the service was 
held. Members of the clergy 
of various denominations 
who had attended or taught 
at the school tookpart in the 
service. 

The school principal wel¬ 
comed all present and said 
there had been many 
changes in the past 50 years. 
The school started as Valley 
Secondary School in 1953 
with 50 students and a staff 
of nine. Today Albena Lake 
Hodge Comprehensive 
School has more than 1,100 


students and a staff of 91. 

Several of the school’s first 
pupils were present and they 
were invited to stand and 
received applause. Prior to 
1953 some students went to 
St. Kitts after primary 
school, but many did not re¬ 
ceive a secondary education. 

The service was led by 
Methodist minister Rever¬ 
end Erica Lewis, who at¬ 
tended the school. She is now 
serving in St. Vincent, where 
education is not universal, 
and she urged Anguillian 
students to value and be 
grateful for all they have in 
Anguilla. 

Minister of Education Eric 
Reid brought greetings on 
behalf of Government, say¬ 
ing he was heartened by the 
community effort to cel¬ 
ebrate 50 years of secondary 
education. He commended 
Valley Secondary School/ 
Albena Lake Hodge Com¬ 
prehensive School, all its 
graduates and teachers, and 
those associated with them. 
He wished everyone an en¬ 
joyable week of activities and 
togetherness and suggested 
that all ideas and support be 
valued. 

Bishop Errol Brooks in his 
homily said it was time to 
rejoice. He recalled as sig¬ 
nificant during the 1967- 
1969 revolution, when pu¬ 
pils from Anguilla could no 


longer attend 6th form in St. 
Kitts and so 6th form was 
started here. He said educa¬ 
tion had come a long way 
and many had received an 
excellent education and 
were able to get jobs here 
and worldwide. He said edu¬ 
cation enabled people to 
earn a better living and to 
live abundantly. 

Prayers were led by Pastor 
Jerome Harrigan and Pas¬ 
tor Samuel Daniel, lessons 
were read by past and 
present students, the school 
song was sung by a pupil, 
and the organist was music 
te acher Lennox V anterpool. 
There was an excellent ren¬ 
dition of “We Will Praise 
Thee” by an anniversary 
choir made up of past and 
present teachers and stu¬ 
dents. Other notable perfor¬ 
mances were given by the 
school choir, the school con¬ 
cert band and the steel or¬ 
chestra. 

Attending the service were 
Deputy Governor Mark 
Capes, Chief Minister 
Osbourne Fleming, Minis¬ 
ter of Finance Victor Banks, 
Leader of the Opposition 
Hubert Hughes, permanent 
secretaries and other offi¬ 
cials in government. 

A reunion cocktail party 
was held following the ser¬ 
vice. 
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PNP trio in forefront of rote to succeed Patterson 


JAMAICA—An intense but 
quiet campaign has started 
within the ranks of the rul¬ 
ing People’s National Party 


HAMILTON, Bermuda— 
Bermuda’s premier stepped 
down as the leader of the 
governing party after retain- 
ingherseatbyjust eightvotes 
and watching her party nar¬ 
rowly win elections in the 
British territory. 

Premier Jennifer Smith, 
who resigned Sunday, was 
expected to make an an¬ 
nouncement later Monday 
about the premiership, 
which she has yet to resign. 
Members of the center-left 
Progressive Labor Party late 
Sunday endorsed Alex Scott, 
63, to replace Smith as party 


(PNP) where party insiders 
say the battle to succeed P.J. 
Patterson as leader and 
Prime Minister is on in ear- 


leader. 

Smith’s party won a second 
term with 22 of 36 legislative 
seats in Thursday’s elections, 
squeaking by with 51.65 per¬ 
cent of the vote. 

After she kept her seat by 
just eight votes, five of 
Smith’s Cabinet members 
withdrew their backing on 
Friday and half the party’s 
parliamentary bloc said they 
were against her. 

Smith refused to comment 
after resigning but was ex¬ 
pected to give a news con¬ 
ference Monday afternoon. 
Finance Minister Eugene 


nest. 

This has reportedly inten¬ 
sified since the PNP’s loss in 
last month’s Local Govern- 


Cox also stepped down as 
deputy leader and was re¬ 
placed by Dr. Ewart Brown, 
57, who was transport minis¬ 
ter before the elections. 

Smith brought her party to 
power in 1998 on a promise 
to get abetter deal for blacks, 
who comprise 60 percent of 
the island’s 62,000 people. 

Scott, a former public rela¬ 
tions manager and works 
and engineering minister, 
promised the new govern¬ 
ment would build more af¬ 
fordable housing and im¬ 
prove conditions for seniors. 

He indicated the party’s 
long-standing pledge to take 
the British mid-Atlantic is¬ 
land to independence was 
not an immediate priority. 


ment elections, a defeat one 
insider notes that “has 
forced the party into some 
serious introspection.” 

At least one contender, Dr. 
Karl Blythe, has admitted 
that the campaigning for 
leadership has already 
started. 

While other senior officers 
said it was not a big issue at 
this time, one party insider 
insisted: “The reading is that 
the Prime Minister could 
step down some time next 
year. Nobody is leaving any¬ 
thing to chance and so the 
battle lines are being drawn. 

Strategic alliances are be¬ 
ing formed and people are 
positioning themselves. It’s 
a case of either you are with 
me or against me. What you 
will see at conference in Sep¬ 
tember are persons deliber¬ 
ately challenging for one of 
the vice-president positions 
with the intention of derail¬ 
ing the ambitions of several 
of the contenders for higher 
leadership.” 

Sunday Gleaner sources 
said that there is a move 
afoot to bring Dr. Paul 
Robertson, Minister of De¬ 
velopment, into the race for 
vice-president as his victory 
would weaken Dr. Karl 
Blythe’s prospect of becom¬ 
ing party leader and his am¬ 
bition to be the next Prime 
Minister of Jamaica. The 
sources said also, that vic¬ 
tory for Dr. Robertson would 
improve Dr. Peter Phillips’ 
“obvious” surge towards 
those coveted positions. 

Even the youth arm of the 
party, the PNPYO, is re¬ 
ported to be involved in the 
struggle with a faction back¬ 
ing Dr. Phillips all the way. 
Neither Dr. Robertson nor 
the PNPYO leadership 
could be reached for com¬ 
ments up to press time yes¬ 



Labor Party, four days after the PLP won the general election by only eight votes in Thursday’s 
elections. The slim margin caused five cabinet members to withdraw their backing Friday. 
Half of the parliamentary bloc also turned against her. She said she will remain as a member 
of Parliament but refused to keep a Cabinet seat. 

Bermuda's premier resigns 



terday. 

However, PNP President, 
P.J. Patterson, made it clear 
he would not allow any cam¬ 
paigning or alliances to di¬ 
vide it. 

Contacted yesterday, some 


PNP officials were quick to 
dismiss suggestions of early 
rifts within their circles, say¬ 
ing the party was busy deal¬ 
ing with the affairs of the 
country. 


One ofJanealle Blair’s schoolmates from the Marlie Mount 
Primary and Infant School is unable to contain her grief at 
yesterday’s funeral service for the 12-year-old girl who was 
murdered this month. 


Twelve year-old 
Janealle buried 


JAMAICA—Murdered 12 
year-old Janealle Blair was 
yesterday eulogised as a nor¬ 
mal little girl who loved to 
suck her thumb, pluck her 
ear and constantly poked her 
navel, especially while 
watching her favourite 
children’s television show — 
Boy Meets World. 

But Janealle was also re¬ 
membered as a respectful, 
obedient and industrious 
person who lived in a society 
inhabited by sick and evil 
men. 

The large crowd of mourn¬ 
ers who attended yesterday’s 
funeral service for 12 year- 
old Janealle Blair at the Old 
Harbour Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. 

“It could’ve been my 
daughter,” said the officiat¬ 
ing pastor, Orlando L 
Patterson. “We are apart of 
this society where men are 
sick... controlled by the evil 
one. We have no love in us 
as a society today, that is 
why the criminals are run- 
ningwild, takinglife that they 
cannot give.” 

Patterson’s sermon was 


absorbed by hundreds of 
mourners who filled the Old 
Harbour Seventh-day 
Adventist Church to over¬ 
flowing to pay their last re¬ 
spects to the young girl 
whose gruesome murder 
shocked and moved Jamai¬ 
cans. 

Just one week after cel¬ 
ebrating her birthday, 
Janealle Blair left her Old 
Harbour Glades home for 
summer school at Old 
Harbour High. She did not 
return home. She was last 
seen boarding a white 
Toyota Corolla taxi in Old 
Harbour square. That was 
July 14. 

Two days later, on July 22, 
police in May Pen detained 
a man for questioning in 
connection with the murder. 
They have not yet said 
whether he has been charged 
or released. 

But while the police con¬ 
tinue their investigation into 
the case, the young girl’s rela¬ 
tives and friends are still 
searching for a reason for 
her cruel death. 
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'No to illegal gas stations' 


JAMAICA—The Ministry 
of Commerce, Science and 
Technology is demanding 
co-operation among 
gasolene dealers, suppliers 
and consumers to combat 
problems being faced with 
illegal gas stations where 
product quality and safety 
are being compromised. 
Also, the ministry is, among 
other measures, exploring 
regulations that would em¬ 
power safety inspectors to 
order the closure of illegal 
outlets, a procedure for 
which the formal framework 


is being formulated. 

This, according to Dr. Jean 
Dixon, the ministry’s Per¬ 
manent Secretary, who said 
yesterday that despite min¬ 
istry intervention, the prob¬ 
lem “has escalated to unac¬ 
ceptable levels.” 

Addressing the Jamaica 
Gasolene Retailers’ 
Association’s (JGRA) 52nd 
annual general meeting at 
the Alhambra Inn, St. An¬ 
drew, Dr. Dixon said that 
although various issues fac¬ 
ing the industry had been 
addressed through the 


amended Petroleum Qual¬ 
ity Control Act, “the prob¬ 
lem of the illegal fuel trade 
has never been fully brought 
under control.” 

The Act now allows illegal 
operators to be fined up to 
$1 million for breaches, com¬ 
pared to the former fines 
that could not exceed 
$ 10 , 000 . 

“Illegal petrol sale is a criti¬ 
cal channel through which 
product quality can be and is 
being greatly compro¬ 
mised,” Dr. Dixon said. 
“Above all, the safety of lives 



Nadera Fraser (left), wife of the late Superintendent Leon Fraser, and her daughter at 
yesterdayJEs wreath laying ceremony for fallen police officers. Also in this photograph seated 
next to Mrs Fraser is the wife of the late Inspector Leyland October, Desiree October. 


Police prepared to 
take on criminals 


GUYANA—Though the 
crime rampage over the past 
18 months claimed the lives 
of 21 of its members and put 
the Guyana Police Force 
under enormous pressure 
should a similar situation 
raise “its ugly head” the force 
will be able to deal with it in 
an effective way. 

This was the assurance 
given by Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner of Police, Winston 
Felix, at yesterdayJEs 
wreath-laying ceremony for 
slain policemen at the 
‘Monument for Fallen He¬ 
roes, Police Officers Mess 
Compound, Eve Leary. 

As part of the police force’s 
164th anniversary celebra¬ 
tions, forty-seven of its mem¬ 
bers were honoured. These 
officers were killed between 
the years 1913 and 2003. Out 
of this number, twenty-one 
officers were killed between 
2002 and 2003. 

Felix, standing in for Po¬ 
lice Commissioner (ag), 


Floyd McDonald, who is out 
of the country, described the 
occasion as a “solemn one”. 
He noted that the fallen of¬ 
ficers paid the highest price 
a law enforcement officer 
could pay in the service of 
his country. 

The deputy commissioner 
declared that the force is 
resolved to continue the fight 
against crime in ensuring 
public safety and develop¬ 
ing public confidence. He 
said the force is aware that 
many citizens have lost con¬ 
fidence in its ability to fight 
crime as a result of its per¬ 
formance in battling the 
crime-ridden year. 

According to Felix, in the 
164 years of its life the force 
has developed a proud 
record of law enforcement 
adding that it will leave no 
stone unturned in protect¬ 
ing the lives of citizens. 

He told the relatives and 
friends present that the force 
is sad because of their loss 


but also proud of the coura¬ 
geous duty of the fallen of¬ 
ficers. 

Minister of Home Affairs, 
Ronald Gajraj, who echoed 
some of Felix’s sentiments, 
said that the heinous act of 
violence perpetrated against 
the police officers must be 
seen as an assault on every 
Guyanese. 

He pledged that all efforts 
and whatever resources are 
available will be expended 
to bring those guilty of com¬ 
mitting the crimes against 
the officers to justice. 


and property are always at 
stake.” Concerted efforts 
being made to stamp them 
out 

In fact, over the last five 
years about 20 petroleum- 
related accidents had been 
reported, causing significant 


loss of life and property in 
some instances. In the past, 
several premises have been 
destroyed as a result of fires 
which started at illegal ser¬ 
vice stations. 

Two years ago two massive 
fires in Greenwich Town and 


Hagley Park Road destroyed 
four houses and left 45 
people homeless. It is esti¬ 
mated that there are more 
than 100 illegal stations in 
the Kingston and St. Andrew 
region, Dr. Dixon said. 



Readers of upscale US magazine Travel and Leisure picked Cuba as their favorite island in 


the Caribbean. 

US globetrotters, pick 
Cuba as top hotspot 

NEW YORK—US sane- want to get to the next desti- Americans. Cuba welcomes 
tions on Cuba make it illegal nation before everyone more than a million tourists 
for Americans to spend else.” a year, mainly from Italy, 

money on the island, a de Well, at least before other Spain and Canada, 
facto travel ban. 

But that hasn’t stopped 
readers of the upscale US 
magazine Travel and Lei¬ 
sure from picking Cuba as 
their favorite island in the 
Caribbean, Bermuda and 
Bahamas, in the July 29 
World’s Best Awards Read¬ 
ers’ Survey issue. 

It was the first time that 
Cuba — which was the top 
destination for US overseas 
travel prior to 1959 — has 
been named the top island 
in the region in this survey, 
after ranking eighth lastyear. 

This year, Bermuda, the 
Grenadines, St John and 
Virgin Gorda trailed in the 
poll. 

“Our readers are commit¬ 
ted travelers for whom the 
unknown and inaccessible 
are especially alluring,” edi¬ 
tor Nancy Novogrod said. 

“Cuba’s rise in the survey 
rankings highlights a trend 
toward destinations that 
seem authentic and real. 

Travel and Leisure readers 
are adventurous — they 
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Clashes ever security fence 


ty ft 

as Sharon visits Washington 


Seeking African American 
votes. Bush vows more jobs 


ANIN, West Bank—Israeli 
troops fired rubber bullets 
on Monday to break up a 
protest over Israel’s con¬ 
struction of a security fence 
in the West Bank as Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon be¬ 
gan a visit to the United 
States. 

At least five people, includ¬ 
ing an American, were 
wounded in the clash as pro¬ 
testers including Israelis, 
Palestinians and foreigners 
surged towards the fence and 
tried to tear down a gate 
near the northern West 


Bank village of Anin, wit- 


PITTSBURGH — U.S. 
President George W. Bush, 
seeking on Monday to boost 
his dismal support among 
black voters, vowed to keep 
fighting unemployment that 
has hit their ranks much 
harder than it has whites. 

“We will not stop, we will 
not tire until we extend the 
great promise of America to 
every neighborhood in 
America,” Bush told the 
annual meeting of the Na¬ 
tional Urban League, a non¬ 
profit group that promotes 
economic advancement and 
civil rights for blacks. 

Seven of the nine Demo¬ 
crats vying to succeed Bush 
in the 2004 election were to 
address the group later on 
Monday, in the first major 
same-day matchup of the 
election season. 

One of the Democrats, 
former Vermont Gov. 
Howard Dean, told Reuters 
after Bush’s appearance: 
“This president has turned 
his back on African Ameri¬ 
cans. Under this president, 
650,000 African Americans 
have lost their jobs.” 

The black unemployment 
rate is nearly double the na¬ 
tional rate, according to the 
most recent government fig¬ 
ures. The Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reported that the 
unemployment rate for 
blacks rose to 11.8 percent 
in June 2003, up from 8.4 
percent in January 2001, 
when Bush was sworn in. The 
U.S. unemployment rate was 
6.4 percent in June. 

“This nation has got work 
to do. There are citizens who 
can’t find jobs,” Bush said. 
He said his recent tax cuts, 
and aid to small businesses, 
would help boost the 
economy. 

During his trip, Bush also 
held an impromptu 15- 


minute meeting with two of 
his main critics, civil rights 
leader Jesse Jackson and 
Maryland Democratic Rep. 
Elijah Cummings, chairman 
of the Congressional Black 
Caucus. 

Cummings told reporters 
he and Jackson urged Bush 
to move more aggressively 
toward helping end the war 
in Liberia. Bush last week 
ordered U.S. troops into 
position off the coast of the 
war-torn country to support 
a forthcoming West African 
peacekeeping mission. 

Cummings said Bush must 
“synchronize his conscience 
with his conduct” with re¬ 
gard to issues of importance 
to African Americans. 

In his speech, Bush stressed 
his initiatives to increase 
minority home ownership, 
to create re-employment aid 
accounts and to provide fed¬ 
eral support for religious 


charities—a popular pro¬ 
posal among black clerics. 
He cited programs to fight 
AIDS in Africa as well. 

Bush’s speech drew only 
polite applause, but Urban 
League President Marc 
Morial said he saw areas of 
common ground in the 
Bush’s remarks on home 
ownership and his recogni¬ 
tion of a need to do address 
unemployment. “This was a 
start. The proof will be in 
what happens when we work 
toward a follow-up,” Morial 
said. 

Bush has not addressed the 
more critical NAACP in his 
2-1/2 years in office. On the 
Air Force One flight to Pitts¬ 
burgh, Republican Sen. 
Arlen Specter of Pennsylva¬ 
nia said Bush needed to im¬ 
prove on the 9 percent share 
of the black vote he won in 
2000 in order to be assured 
of re-election. 


nesses said. 

The clash highlighted the 
anger stirred by the construc¬ 
tion of the fence, an issue on 
which Israel and the United 
States disagree. It is likely to 
be raised in talks between 
Sharon and U.S. President 
George W. Bush in the 
White House today. 

Sharon hopes a decision by 
his government on Sunday 
to release 540 Palestinian 
prisoners, including 210 
members of militant groups, 
will help his U.S. trip go 
smoothly. 

The release is one of sev¬ 
eral gestures by Israel in¬ 
tended to help moderate 
Palestinian Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Abbas imple¬ 
ment a U.S.-backed peace 
“road map”. For their part, 
Palestinian militant groups 
declared a three-month 
truce on June 29. 

However, 1,000 people in 
the Gaza Strip staged a 
march on Monday to de¬ 
mand the release of all 6,000 
or so Palestinians held in 
Israeli jails. The fence and 
the prisoners remain ob- 


New York to open first 


P< 

public school for gays 


NEW YORK—A school in 
New York’s Greenwich Vil¬ 
lage will reopen in Septem¬ 
ber as America’s first pub¬ 
licly run high school for gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender students, offi¬ 
cials said on Monday. 

Although The Harvey Milk 
School has been operating 
with two classrooms for 20 
years, $3.2 million is being 
spent by the City to expand 
it to take 100 students. 
Named after a gay San Fran¬ 
cisco politician assassinated 
in 1978, the school will be 
funded jointly by the city 
education department and 
a gay rights youth advocacy 


group. 

“Everybody feels that it’s a 
good idea because some of 
the kids who are gays and 
lesbians have been con¬ 
stantly harassed and beaten 
in other schools and this lets 
them get an education with¬ 
out having to worry,” Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg told re¬ 
porters at his daily briefing 
on Monday. 

But the head of the New 
York State Conservative 
Party said the school was a 
waste of tax dollars. “This 
makes absolutely no sense,” 
Long told the New York Post 
newspaper. “There’s no rea¬ 
son these children should be 


stacles to progress on the 
road map, which is intended 
to end Israeli-Palestinian 
violence and establish a Pal¬ 
estinian state by 2005. 

Mohammed al-Hindi, a 
leader of the militant group 
Islamic Jihad, said: “If the 
Israeli government does not 
release all Palestinian pris¬ 
oners, I think the truce will 
collapse.” 

At Anin, troops used tear 
gas, rubber bullets and stun 
grenades as nearly 300 pro¬ 
testers gathered on both 
sides of the fence and tried 
to tear down a gate, witnesses 
said. The demonstrators in¬ 
cluded 30 Israelis, 50 for¬ 
eigners and about 200 Pal¬ 
estinians, they said. 

Israel says it needs the fence 
to keep out suicide bombers 
who have killed several hun¬ 


dred Israelis since a Pales¬ 
tinian uprising for indepen¬ 
dence began in September 
2000. It says a fence around 
Gaza has halted attacks 
launched from there. 

Palestinians fear the fence, 
a concrete wall in some 
places and a wire mesh with 
electronic sensors in others, 
is intended to unilaterally 
set the borders of their en¬ 
visaged state. It is due to cut 
deep into West Bank terri¬ 
tory in some places and loop 
around several Jewish settle¬ 
ments. 

Bush called the fence “a 
problem” after talks with 
Abbas last week at the White 
House. The president is ex¬ 
pected to raise the issue with 
Sharon today, when their 
talks will focus on efforts to 
push the road map forward. 



treated separately.” 

The school’s first principal 
is William Salzman, a former 
Wall Street executive who 
has recently worked as an 
assistant high school princi¬ 
pal. Salzman was quoted in 
Monday’s New York Post as 
saying, “This school will be a 
model for the country and 
possibly the world.” 

It will specialize in com¬ 
puter technology, art and 
culinary programs. It will 
also follow the education 
department’s new manda¬ 
tory English language and 
mathematics programs. 


Lieberman criticizes 
Democrats over Iraq 


WASHINGTON—Sen. Jo¬ 
seph Lieberman on Monday 
criticized fellow Democratic 
presidential contenders who 
do not recognize the war to 
oust Iraq’s Saddam Hussein 
was justified and make 
Democrats appear weak on 
defense. 

Lieberman, who strongly 
supported the war, said, 
“Some in my party threaten 
to send a message that they 
don’t know a just war when 
they see it, and, more broadly, 
are not prepared to use our 
military strength to protect 
our security and the cause of 
freedom.” 

Seeking to emerge from the 
pack of nine Democratic con¬ 
tenders, Lieberman of Con¬ 
necticut said he felt he repre¬ 
sented his party’s “main¬ 
stream position,” saying “be¬ 
ing strong on defense is part 
of what it means to be a 
Democrat.” 

In a speech at the Capitol, 
Lieberman also slammed 
President George W. Bush 
for post-war bungling and not 
taking responsibility for a 
dubious claim on Iraq’s pur¬ 
suit of nuclear weapons in his 
January State of the Union 
address. “By its actions, the 
Bush administration threat¬ 
ens to give a bad name to a 
just war,” Lieberman said. 

But he said some of the war’s 
opponents have seized on the 
“emerging scandal with a dis¬ 
quieting zeal, as though it of¬ 
fers proof that they were right 
all along. The same is true of 
some who supported the war 
but now seem to have forgot¬ 
ten why.” 

In his speech, Lieberman did 


not mention names of the 
other Democrats vying for the 
right to challenge Bush in 
2004. But questioned by re¬ 
porters, he cited three of his 
toughest competitors: former 
Vermont Gov. Howard 
Dean, who made his opposi¬ 
tion to the war a main cam¬ 
paign theme, and Sen. John 
Kerry of Massachusetts and 
Rep. Richard Gephardt of 
Missouri, both who backed 
the war but have since blasted 
Bush’s handling of Iraq intel¬ 
ligence and the post-war plan¬ 
ning. 

“There’s a danger that in 
expressing the justified ques¬ 
tions about the 16 words in 
the State of the Union, about 
the stunning lack of prepared¬ 
ness by the Bush administra¬ 
tion for post-Saddam Iraq, 
that we obscure the fact that 
this was a just war,” 
Lieberman said. 

“Nothing we have learned 
since the end of the conflict 
should make us doubt that 
we were right to liberate the 
Iraqi people from Saddam 
Hussein and protect America 
and the rest of the world from 
his aggression,” he said. 
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UN adds troops in Congo 
to combat massacres 


Liberia's second cii 
falls to rebel assaul 


Roman cosmetics 
found at London 
temple excavation 

LONDON—Archaeologists 
excavating the site of a major 
Roman temple in London 
have found a sealed box con¬ 
taining a white cream still 
bearing the fingermarks of the 
person who last used it, nearly 
2,000 years ago. 

“This is of major signifi¬ 
cance,” said Museum of Lon¬ 
don curator Francis Grew on 
Monday. 

The substance, which will 
now be chemically analysed, 
could be face cream or even 
face paint, he told reporters. 
“We are in completely un¬ 
charted territory here. Not 
only is the quality of work¬ 
manship of the box excep¬ 
tional, but to find one in such 
good condition still sealed and 
with its original contents will 
raise huge interest around the 
world,” he added. 

Museum conservator Liz 
Barham who opened the fist¬ 
sized cylindrical tin box for 
the first time on Monday, in 
front of the world’s media, 
described the smell from the 
half-full container as “sul¬ 
phurous” and “cheesy”. 

The box was found at the 
bottom of a ditch on the edge 
of the site of the temple next 
to the merging of two major 
roads into Roman London— 
Watling Street from the port 
of Dover and Stane Street 
from the garrison town of 
Chichester. The site—which 
last year revealed a stone tab¬ 
let with the earliest known 
inscription bearing the Ro¬ 
man name of London—dates 
from 50 AD and contained 
two small temples, a guest 
house for travellers, plinths 
for statues and a stone pillar. 


QUITO, Ecuador—Former 
Ecuadorean President 
Gustavo Noboa asked the 
Dominican Republic for po¬ 
litical asylum on Monday amid 
a probe into his government’s 
use of bonds to aid weak 
banks. 

Noboa, who governed Ec¬ 
uador from 2000 to 2003, de¬ 
cided to seek asylum after 
state prosecutors appealed a 
Supreme Court decision to 
deny an arrest warrant for him. 
Noboa had repeatedly vowed 
to stay in Ecuador and face 
justice. The court agreed last 
week to hear the appeal. 

“With pain I must tell you 
that today I have taken one of 
my life’s most bitter decisions: 
to solicit political asylum,” 
Noboa said in a statement. 

His spokesman told Reuters 
that Noboa was in “Domini¬ 
can territory” within Ecuador. 
The Dominican Republic’s 
Embassy in Quito declined 


MONROVIA—Rebels bat¬ 
tling to oust President Charles 
Taylor seized Liberia’s sec¬ 
ond city on Monday and at¬ 
tacked another key town, pav¬ 
ing the way for a pincer as¬ 
sault on the crumbling capital 
Monrovia. 

The port city of Buchanan 
fell to rebels from the Move¬ 
ment for Democracy in 
Liberia (Model) group, resi¬ 
dents and a government mili¬ 
tary commander said. “Model 
rebels have captured 
Buchanan, but we are mass¬ 
ing our troops outside to re¬ 
take the city,” the commander 
told Reuters. 

The other major rebel move¬ 
ment, Liberians United for 



comment. 

Noboa, a 65-year-old politi¬ 
cal independent, wrote that 
he had sought asylum due to 
“political persecution” by the 
powerful Social Christian 
party and its “maximum 
leader,” Leon Febres 
Cordero, who was president 
from 1984 to 1988 and traded 
insults with Noboa in recent 
years. 

At the party’s request, state 


Reconciliation and Democ¬ 
racy (LURD), said it had 
taken Gbarnga, a key settle¬ 
ment on the main highway 
between Liberia and Ivory 
Coast in the centre of the 
crippled West African coun¬ 
try. 

“It doesn’t seem as though 
anyone is respecting the 
ceasefire anymore,” Liberian 
Defence Minister Daniel 
Chea told Reuters. 

Battles raged in the heart of 
Monrovia for the 10th con¬ 
secutive day as representatives 
of West African countries met 
but failed to agree a date to 
deploy peacekeepers to 
Liberia. Nigerian President 
Olusegun Obasanjo told the 


prosecutor Mariana Yepez 
began a probe into a decision 
by Noboa’s government to use 
$126 million in government 
bonds issued during a 2000 
debt restructuring to 
strengthen two state-held 
banks. 

Yepez says the bonds were 
issued exclusively for the re¬ 
structuring and that injecting 
cash obtained from their sale 
into the banks may have been 
illegal. She sought an arrest 
warrant for Noboa but was 
denied by the Supreme Court. 

However, with the appeal, 
Yepez continues to push for 
an arrest warrant. 

Noboa, who rose from the 
vice presidency after his pre¬ 
decessor, Jamil Mahuad, was 
toppled in a 2000 coup, gov¬ 
erned until the end of his term 
in January 2003. He hosted a 
visit from Dominican 
Republic’s president, Hipolito 
Mejia, last year. 


BBC on Monday his country 
was ready to send 1,500 peace¬ 
keepers to Liberia, but needed 
a commitment of outside help 
first. 

“What we are saying is give 
us adequate material and lo¬ 
gistic support and we will do 
the job,” he said. 

Liberians, who have pleaded 
for international help to end 
the violence, scrambled in 
Monrovia in search of food in 
a torrential tropical downpour 
and a rain of zinging bullets. 
People set buckets and bowls 
under tin roofs to collect rain¬ 
water to drink. Others slayed 
dogs and cats to stave off grow¬ 
ing hunger as food supplies 
ran short and prices soared. 

The government says 1,000 
civilians have been killed in 
the latest attack on the capital 
battered by 14 years of vio¬ 
lence. Scores have been killed 
in volleys of mortar fire. 

LURD rebels failed to cap¬ 
ture two key bridges leading 
to the heart of Monrovia in 
days of fighting. But the battle 
tied down some of Taylor’s 
forces while Model attacked 
Buchanan, about 90 km (60 
miles) southeast of the capi¬ 
tal. Residents of Buchanan 
said rebels fired jubilantly into 
the air after seizing the city 
and broke into shops to let 
local people get food. 

A U.S. call for LURD to pull 
out of Monrovia and let Afri¬ 
can peacekeepers deploy fell 
on deaf ears. U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan said 
LURD’s “reckless behaviour” 
was disqualifying the rebels 
from any future role in 
Liberia. 

“We are prepared to pull 
back for peacekeepers but not 
for Taylor,” LURD’s leader 
Sekou Conneh told Reuters 
by telephone. 


UNITED NATIONS—The 
U.N. Security Council voted 
unanimously on Monday to 
increase by 2,000 the num¬ 
ber of peacekeepers in the 
Congo, give them a more ro¬ 
bust mandate and impose an 
arms embargo on rebels kill¬ 
ing and maiming civilians. 
After weeks of haggling, the 
15-member council raised 
the ceiling for the U.N. force 
substantially, from 8,700 to 
10,800 troops, observers and 
political officers. It extended 
the U.N. mission, known as 
MONUC, until July30,2004. 

The expansion allows the 
peacekeepers wide latitude 
in combating recalcitrant 
militia, although their num¬ 
bers in the vast central Afri¬ 
can nation are still too small 
to disarm fighters and stop 
gross human rights abuses. 
Since a 1999 cease-fire, for¬ 
eign troops have withdrawn 
and most hostilities have 
stopped, except in the re- 
source-rich northeast and 
eastern areas marked by 
tribal fighting, where some 
militia groups serve as prox¬ 
ies for Rwanda and Uganda. 
The United States had been 
hesitant about the increase, 
saying that unless there was 
a political will, more troops 
would not make a difference. 
But Washington relented 
and approved the new ar¬ 
rangements earlier this 
month. 

“This resolution will allow 
the United Nations to have a 
more forceful and flexible 
presence in the Congo, par¬ 
ticularly in the eastern part 
of the country,” U.S. Am¬ 
bassador John Negroponte 
told reporters. “It is also cru¬ 


cial that the regional parties, 
particularly neighboring 
states to the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, play 
a constructive role in de¬ 
creasing tensions in that 
country.” 

On May 30, the council ap¬ 
proved the deployment of a 
French-led emergency force 
of 1,500 in the town on Bunia 
in the northeast Ituri area. 
The troops, authorized by the 
European Union, will pull 
out in September. 

“With this resolution, we 
will be able to send an ex¬ 
panded force into Ituri just 
before the multinational 
force withdraws,” U.N. Sec¬ 
retary-General Kofi Annan 
said. 

Specifically, Annan has au¬ 
thorized 3,000 troops to go 
to Ituri to replace the Euro¬ 
pean force and spread be¬ 
yond the town of Bunia. 
Bangladeshi soldiers are al¬ 
ready under way, to be fol¬ 
lowed by troops from Paki¬ 
stan and Nepal. 

The six-page resolution, 
number 1493, also imposed 
an arms embargo, difficult 
to enforce, on militia and 
rebel groups not a part of a 
national power-sharing 
agreement to set up an ad¬ 
ministration of insurgents 
and the current government. 

Aid groups estimate 2.5 
million people have died in 
five years of war, most from 
hunger and disease as a re¬ 
sult of the fighting. In the 
Ituri area, at least 5,000 
people are estimated to have 
been killed over the past year. 
Others have been raped and 
mutilated during tribal fight¬ 
ing. 


Ecuador's ex-president seeks 
asylum in Dominican Republic 
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World Bank AIDS report 
angers South Africans 


Philippine Senate majority leader Franklin Drilon (L) and House of Representatives 
Speaker Jose de Venecia (R) applaud after President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo delivered 
her state of the nation address in Manila on Monday. 


Arroyo says military mutiny 
signals underlying problems 


ICC looks at 
allegations 
against UK 
troops in Iraq 

AMSTERDAM —The 
prosecutor of the world’s 
first permanent war crimes 
court will review a dossier 
containing allegations of 
human rights abuses by Brit¬ 
ish troops in Iraq, the court 
said on Monday. 

Members of the Athens Bar 
Association have called on 
International Criminal 
Court (ICC) Chief Prosecu¬ 
tor Luis Moreno Ocampo to 
investigate 22 alleged inci¬ 
dents involving British forces 
in the war, the court said in a 
statement. 

The Greek lawyers handed 
a dossier containing 74 press 
reports and 13 video tapes 
of news reports from the war 
in Iraq to the prosecutor. 
“The Office of the Prosecu¬ 
tor handed a written letter 
acknowledging receipt of 
this communication to the 
members of the Association 
and will review the content 
of the communication and 
the dossier,” The Hague- 
based court said. 

“Experts of the Athens Bar 
Association prepared 22 
charges referring to specific 
incidents and requested the 
Office of the Prosecutor to 
exercise the jurisdiction of 
the Court in crimes against 
humanity, war crimes and 
genocide,” the ICC said. 

A British Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said London was 
aware of the reports but had 
“nothing to add by way of 
comment, except to say the 
British government has 
acted in accordance with in¬ 
ternational law throughout 
the conflict.” 

The ICC has received 
around 500 complaints from 
66 countries since the global 
court came into force in July 
2002. It has not yet initiated 
a full investigation. Britain 
and Greece are among 91 
countries that recognise and 
support the court. 

More than 100 complaints 
so far have concerned the 
U.S.-led war in Iraq, most of 
those protests against the 
war itself. The United States 
does not back the court. 

The ICC, set up to tackle 
war crimes and crimes 
against humanity, can act 
only if national courts can¬ 
not or will not, and has juris¬ 
diction solely where crimes 
were committed by nation¬ 
als of a state party to the 
court or on such a state’s 
territory. 


MANILA—A failed mutiny 
by 300 Philippine soldiers took 
on political overtones on 
Monday as police arrested an 
aide to ousted President Jo¬ 
seph Estrada and the govern¬ 
ment ordered an investigation 
into the roots of the weekend 
uprising. 

Delivering her annual State 
of the Nation address just 
hours after police arrested 
Estrada’s aide, President 
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo said 
the siege in central Manila 
was deplorable, and suggested 
there was political scheming 
behind the rebellion. 

“Such actions are deplorable 
and will always be met with 
the full force of the law, in¬ 
cluding the political compo¬ 
nent,” she said of the mutiny. 
“Yet they signal an underly¬ 
ing problem that we must ad¬ 
dress.” 


Nearly 300 mutineers ended 
a 19-hour siege on Sunday 
after accusing the government 
and senior military officers of 
graft, collusion with Muslim 
rebels and planning to impose 
martial law to avoid presiden¬ 
tial elections scheduled for 
2004. 

Arroyo, elevated from vice 
president by a popular revolt 
that forced out Estrada in 
January 2001 with the bless¬ 
ing of the army and the church, 
made no mention in the na¬ 
tionally broadcast speech of 
her oft-repeated pledge not 
to run for office next May. 

Despite Arroyo’s assurances 
on Sunday that the mutiny 
had not hurt national security 
or political stability, the main 
share index lost 2.11 percent 
and the peso currency fell one 
percent. The head of an influ¬ 
ential business group warned 


the administration against 
sweeping the grievances of the 
rogue troops under the car¬ 
pet as some commentators 
said the uprising was part of 
general disaffection with 
Arroyo’s government. 

But Peter Wallace, an eco¬ 
nomic consultant who runs a 
think-tank in Manila, said the 
coup concerns were overdone. 
“Foreign investors, if they are 
knowledgeable or sensible 
enough, won’t be taking it se¬ 
riously,” he said. “If you had 
been away over the weekend 
and came back on Monday 
you would never have known 
it had happened.” 

Arroyo said an independent 
commission would investigate 
“the roots of the mutiny and 
the provocations that inspired 
it”. 


founder Jimmy Rasta and oth¬ 
ers had gotten in touch and 


JOHANNESBURG—A 
warning by the World Bank of 
possible long-term collapse of 
South Africa’s economy as a 
result of HIV/AIDS has 
sparked a domestic furore, 
reigniting debate on a long¬ 
term issue spooking foreign 
investors. 

The government has dis¬ 
missed a scenario outlined in 
last week’s report, which says 
that if it takes no further ac¬ 
tion, the epidemic could re¬ 
sult in the loss of half the 
country’s per capita income 
within 90 years. 

“What is not factored into 
the model is that societies 
change behaviour—there has 
been none of that in this very 
unfortunate scare story,” Fi¬ 
nance Minister Trevor 
Manuel told businessmen at a 
seminar on Monday, in reply 
to a question. 

Officials have highlighted 
other research concluding 
that the impact of the epi¬ 
demic on the world’s worst 
affected country will be rela¬ 
tively minor, shaving only a 
small amount off growth in 
annual gross domestic prod¬ 
uct. 

Local analysts say they are 
dismayed at the way in which 
the report has been presented 
and fear that it will scare off 
potential foreign direct invest- 
ment, which at present 
amounts to less than one per¬ 
cent of GDP—meagre by any 
standards. But they acknowl¬ 
edge it has tackled the alarm¬ 
ing issue of the social impact 
of HIV/AIDS on the economy 
for the first time, and adds to 
mounting pressure on the gov¬ 
ernment to roll out life-saving 
antiretroviral drugs. 

“I think the report raises very 
important questions. It puts 


Authorities were expected to 


the issue of long-term eco¬ 
nomic effects on the agenda 
for the first time,” said Met¬ 
ropolitan Group AIDS ana¬ 
lyst Steve Crammer. “But I 
don’t like the way they’ve spun 
it, taking the worst possible 
outcome—it’s not a forecast, 
it’s a scenario.” 

South Africa has the highest 
number of people living with 
HIV/AIDS in the world, esti¬ 
mated at 4.7 million or a tenth 
of the world’s infected. AIDS 
groups say about 600 South 
Africans die each day from 
the disease, which affects one 
in ten people. 

The report finds that the 
long-term impact of HIV/ 
AIDS maybe more damaging 
than previous estimates sug¬ 
gest because earlier reports 
did not look closely at the ef¬ 
fect on young adults and chil¬ 
dren. 

South African newspapers 
carried outraged comments 
on the report from top do¬ 
mestic economists on Mon¬ 
day. “We think the probabil¬ 
ity of predictions of this World 
Bank study coming true is as 
high as that of the Bank halv¬ 
ing global poverty in the next 
two generations,” Standard 
Bank chief economist Iraj 
Abedian wrote in the Busi¬ 
ness Day. 

The study argues that as 
AIDS kills people in their 
prime, they will be unable to 
pass on values, as well as child- 
rearing and educational skills 
to their children. It also high¬ 
lights the fears of those who 
foresee a generation of “AIDS 
orphans” who don’t attend 
school and end up with no 
education, job, or place in so¬ 
ciety. South Africa already has 
a jobless rate of 30 percent 
and one of the highest crime 


ecution. Guns are already 
trickling in. 



Solomons guerrillas seek 
talks with peacekeepers 


A young Solomon Islander boy carries his brother near the 
island’s capital Honiara on Monday. 


HONIARA—The head of 
Australian-led peacekeepers 
in the Solomon Islands will 
soon meet one of the lawless 
South Pacific nation’s warring 
factions, who on Monday said 
they were willing to surrender 
their guns. 

The 2,225-strong force of 
police and troops also set a 
deadline on Monday for 
“thieves, drunkards and ex¬ 
tortionists” in the hapless lo¬ 
cal police force to hand in 
high-powered weapons stolen 
from armouries and illegally 
kept at home. 

Nick Warner, the Australian 
diplomat leading the multi¬ 
national intervention to end 
ethnic clashes and wipe out 
corruption, said Malaitan 
Eagle Force (MEF) co¬ 


asked for talks. “I would hope 
that that would lead to discus¬ 
sions later this week,” Warner 
told reporters in the capital 
Honiara, large parts of which 
have been controlled by 
Malaitan militia since a po¬ 
lice-backed coup in 2000. 
The rebels, who began fight¬ 
ing Guadalcanal islanders in 
1998 over land disputes 
around Honiara, said sepa¬ 
rately they wanted a 30-day 
amnesty to hand in their arms. 
They said they planned a tra¬ 
ditional surrender of arms to 
tribalpriests on August 15 and 
invited peacekeepers to at¬ 
tend. 

“We don’t want to fight them 
(peacekeepers) and we can’t 
match them,” Rasta told Aus¬ 
tralian radio from Malaita is- 


declare an amnesty in Honiara 
this week for the surrender of 
someofthe 1,300 illegal weap¬ 
ons in the 1,000-island chain 
that is home to 450,000 
people. 

At the same time, an Austra¬ 
lian patrol boat and mine 
sweeper—the latter due in two 
weeks—will interdict inter-is¬ 
land arms smugglers and pa¬ 
trol the waters separating the 
Solomons from Papua New 
Guinea’s troubled 

Bougainville island, which re¬ 
mains awash with arms after a 
10 -year war of secession. 

Ben McDevitt, commander 
of the Australian federal po¬ 
lice in the former British pro¬ 
tectorate, said police had been 
given until 10:00 p.m. to give 
back weapons, or face pros- 











THE DAILY HERALD, Tuesday July 29, 2003 


International 


International 

News 

Briefs 


Toddler crashes 
dad’s car twice 
BERLIN—A motor 
mad three-year-old Ger¬ 
man boy crashed his 
father’s car twice in four 
days, police in the west¬ 
ern town of Borken said 
on Monday. 

Using a ladder, the boy 
stole the keys to his 
father’s Honda Accord, 
started the car and 
ploughed it into a nearby 
Toyota, causing some 
5,000 euros ($5,750) of 
damage but escaping un¬ 
harmed. 

When a television crew 
came to their home in 
the town of Bocholtnear 
the Dutch border to re¬ 
construct the incident 
four days later, the 
young lad took matters 
into his own hands. Sit¬ 
ting behind the wheel 
with the car key given to 
him during filming, his 
urge to drive overtook 
him again. 

“The father was with 
the television crew,” said 
Borken police spokes¬ 
man Frank 

Rentmeister. “The car 
was in gear and the boy 
just started up and drove 
into the car ahead.” 

The boy was not hurt, 
but chalked up further 
damages totalling 
around 1,000 euros. Po¬ 
lice are now investigat¬ 
ing the father for crimi¬ 
nal negligence. 

Drunk admits driving 
on 20 beers at most 

BERLIN—An inebri¬ 
ated German driver’s 
honesty cost him his li¬ 
cence after he told po¬ 
lice he had drunk “20 
beers at most”, authori¬ 
ties said on Monday. 

During a routine traf¬ 
fic check in the western 
city of Essen, police 
asked if the 25-year-old 
man had drunk any¬ 
thing. He answered: 
“Twenty beers at most if 
you want me to be per¬ 
fectly honest, officer. 
But that’s it, really.” 

Police carried out a 
breath test, confirming 
the man’s claims, and 
confiscated his licence. 
“I’ve no idea why he told 
them,” said Raymund 
Sandach, a spokesman 
for Essen police. 
“Maybe because he was 
drunk.” 



Tung, democrats fail 
to bridge differences 


Indian forensic experts look for clues in a bus that was ripped open by a powerful bomb 
blast in Bombay on Monday. 


Two dead, 31 hurt as bomb 
explodes in Bombay bus 

BOMBAY—A bomb ex- profusely,” said Subhash 
ploded on a bus in Bombay Gawand, a taxi driver, 
late on Monday, killing two Police said the toll could rise 
people and wounding 31, gov- as three people were critically 
ernment officials said. injured. 

“This blast has definitely In May, 250 crude bombs 
been caused by a terrorist were discovered near 
group but we still do not know Bombay. Police said they be- 
which group is involved,” longed to an offshoot of an 
Kripashankar Singh, junior outlawed Pakistan-based mili- 
home minister of the tant group fighting Indian rule 
Maharashtra state, where in Kashmir and said it planned 
Bombay is located, told to use them to attack the city. 

Reuters. A wave of blasts killed 14 

“It was quite a powerful people in Bombay in Decem- 
bomb, which was placed un- her and March, 
der the seat in the rear of the The bomb exploded at 9:00 
bus,” he said. Police said they p.m. as the bus drove near a 
had stepped up security in the telephone exchange in 
state after the explosion. Ghatkopar, a northeastern 
Witnesses said they were ter- suburb of Bombay. The blast 
rified by the deafening blast, ripped through the rear part 
“I was at home when I heard a of the bus, shattered all its 
very, very loud explosion, windows and damaged an- 
When I ran out I saw a badly other bus and a motorcycle 
damaged bus. People trapped that were passing by, police 
inside the bus were bleeding said. 


Police cordoned off the 
blood-splattered part of the 
street where the bomb ex¬ 
ploded while forensics experts 
sifted through pieces of glass 
and mangled metal late into 
the night. 

In March, a bomb blast 
ripped through a packed rush- 
hour train killing 12 people 
and wounding 75. The attack 
came a day after the tenth 
anniversary of a wave of bomb 
explosions in Bombay that 
killed 250 people. The 1993 
blasts were blamed on groups 
avenging Muslim deaths in 
Hindu-Muslim riots following 
the demolition of a mosque at 
Ayodhya in northern India. 


HONG KONG—Em¬ 
battled Hong Kong leader 
Tung Chee-hwa and oppo¬ 
sition pro-democracy law¬ 
makers failed to bridge dif¬ 
ferences on Monday in their 
first meeting since huge 
street protests shook Tung’s 
administration and alarmed 
Beijing. 

“We feel that if we have to 
rely on Mr Tung to lead 
Hong Kong towards democ¬ 
racy, our future is gloomy,” 
legislator Albert Ho told 
reporters after the hour-long 
meeting. “People will have 
to fight for themselves to 
push for democratic re¬ 
forms.” 

The 17 legislators, among 
Tung’s most vocal critics, 
grilled the chief executive 
on the government’s plans 
to press ahead with a con¬ 
troversial national security 
bill and urged him to speed 
up democratic reforms. But 
as expected, the meeting 
failed to reverse years of 
mistrust and bear any fruit. 

“He (Tung) has yet to be 
seen lowering his draw¬ 
bridge,” said political com¬ 
mentator Andy Ho. “But at 
least this time he has made a 
step forward by meeting the 
democrats.” 

Tung told reporters sepa¬ 


rately after the meeting that 
he would consider the views 
of the lawmakers, but de¬ 
clined to give a timetable on 
constitutional review in the 
territory. Hong Kong’s con¬ 
stitution allows for univer¬ 
sal suffrage after 2007, but 
does not say when. 

Some of the lawmakers had 
earlier said Tung was merely 
paying lip service to his 
pledge to be more open as 
he struggles to defuse Hong 
Kong’s worst political crisis 
in years. While Tung was 
selected by Beijing to run 
this former British colony 
after it returned to Chinese 
rule in 1997, most of the 17 
legislators he met on Mon¬ 
day were popularly elected. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
people took part in big pro¬ 
tests this month to denounce 
the planned anti-subversion 
law, which many critics fear 
will stifle basic civil rights 
and liberties. 

The protests forced Tung 
first to withdraw some of the 
bill’s most contentious 
clauses and then postpone 
it, but he has vowed that it 
will be passed. The govern¬ 
ment plans to reopen public 
consultations in September 
but legislators want it to start 
from scratch. 
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Super Bikes & Car N.V: 2002 
Dodge Neon SE: Silver, 4 cyl., 
automatic,low mileage, excel¬ 
lent driving, low on gas, A/C, 
radio/cassette, power. No 
money down. 100% financing 
available at $225 p/m. Call 
Fadi: 5442779 or at: www. 
sxmcar.com. 



2001 Nissan Frontier 
Supercharged crew cab pick-up. 

Fully customized: 20" wheels (+ 
new set of extra tires) upgraded 
sound system and accessories. 
Reduced price: $22,500. Call 
5562827. 



Fast Deal! Special offer!2000 Ford 
Mustang Convertible: White 
27,000miles $12,900. Also 1994 
Ford Mustang G.T. V8 5.0L. 
Excellent condition $7,500. Call 
David: 557-5194 or (00590) 690 
546599. 



Sporty 2001 Toyota Celica: 

Automatic, power everything, 
remote keyless security system, 
CD and tape players, spoiler, alloy 
wheels, airbag, good as new, under 
warranty. $23,000. Call: 552-4849. 
1990 Jeep Wrangler: 4 cylinder, 
manual transmission, great 
condition. $2,800. soft top. 
Call:5226765. 


1997 VW Golf: 4 door, automatic, 
A/C, Pioneer 6 pac stereo with 350 
watt speakers. 25,000miles, very 
nice. $4,400. Call: 5443404 / 
5562041/5590088. 


Nissan Pathfinder, model 1997: 

V6 SE 4x4, colour white, sunroof. 
Price $8,500. Call after 12:00 p.m 
5228608. 


2001 Mitsubishi Pajero GLX: 2 

doors, automatic, A/C, am/fm/cass/ 
CD, power steering, green/silver 
colour. Price: $18,500. For more 
info call: 5423344 ext 2203 or 
5571755. 

1998 Hyundai Elantra: A/c, 
automatic, colour white, good 
condition. Call: 5561385. 


1999 VW Golf 1.8 Convertible: 

Black. $6,500. Call: 5223554. 

1994 Ford Aerostar 7 passenger 
van (white + blue) fully loaded, like 
new, a must see, you will be 
impressed, good forTaxi or private 
use, needs nothing but a owner. 
Call: 5579466or5444451. 

1999 Toyota Rav: White, 2 door, 
CD player, soft top, sunroof, great 
condition. $6,250 only. 1996 Asia 
Towner Van, great condition. 
$1,400. Call: 5227879. 

1998 Atos: Perfect condition 
$2,000. Call: (00590) 690 294251 
between 6:00 p.m and 8:00 p.m. 
1993 Suzuki Swift sedan 1.61. 
Very good condition. 15" mag rims 
+ original set, low mileage 72.000 
KM. $3,500. Call: 5224644. 

1996 Mitsubishi L300 cargo van. 
Excellent running condition. $3,800. 
o.b.o. New battery, tires and 
exhaust. 5443134 ask for Ruth or 
5593278. 


Leaving Island, everything must 

go ! 2000 Grand Cherokee, V8, fully 
loaded, sunroof, leather seats, 6cd 
changer, mileage very low, only 
31000 miles. For more info call: 
5224466/5423352. 



1993 Acura Legend: A/C, power 
everything, sunroof, V6 3.2 liter, 
leaving island to study must sell! 
Price: $4,900. very negotiable. Call 
formore info: 5563660or5222815. 




29ft Webber Cove Cat 420 hp 
engine, 1 yrtop speed 28 knots, 3 
axel trailer included. Call Michel at 
04162359. 


Leaving lsland:Transit-300 clips 
form. 10 construction jack. Bender/ 
cuttersteel. Some powertools and 
handtools. Price$2,000. Also 1990 
Mazda B2200 pick-up. Price : 
$2,000. Call: 5570156. 

2000 Huyundai Atos: Automatic, 
excellent condition 41838KM 
$3,900.2000 Scooter M BK125cc, 
4 cyl + 2 helmets, good condition 
$800. Also stove, fridge, washing 
machine,TV, beds, computerdesk 
and much more!! Call: 5593761. 
15 ft AB R.I.B 60 HP Mariner a- 
frame, nav lights, bilge pump etc. 6 
m/o$7,500. Call: 5596231. 
Container 40 ftwithairconditioned 
ooffice with door and window. 
Window has security shutter, 
container partitioned into 3 
sections. $2,500. Call: (00590)590 
290467. 


One time offer! Tickets from 
Suriname Aug 23-Sept 1. Limited 
availability. Call: 00597 8801935 or 
00597 426954 or 00597 422540. 


REAL ESTATE 

FOR SALE 


Union Farm: 4 bed, 3 bath house 
on 529M 2 Fourth room is self-con¬ 
tained studio/hurricane shelter in¬ 
cluding own water/generator. 
$189,000. Call: 5596231. 

Pointe Blanche: Spacious 3 bedr 
home with pool, great entertain- 
mentarea.largelotandyard, ocean 
view.$325,000.ForinfocallWalter: 
5571271. 

Marianne Estate: Very well main¬ 
tained 2 bed, 1 Vs? bath home, beau¬ 
tiful kitchen, fully furnished, secu¬ 
rity bars, garage,cutegarden. Price: 
$110,000. Downpayment $15,000 
rest financing available, 8% inter¬ 
est. Call: 5225131. 


St. John's: Perfect home for big 
family I Elegant, spacious house, 4 
bed, 3 bath, office, garage, laundry, 
cistern, hurricane protection, un¬ 
furnished, landscaped 962M 2 lot 
$325,000. Call quick: 5224068. 
Defiance: One 5 apartment 
building for sale in quiet 
neighbourhood. Two 2 bedr plus 
Three 1 bedr. Forfurtherinformation 
call: 5571641. 


Saba: Cottage for sale. 3 bedr, 1 
bath, dining, kitchen, living room, 
large porch, fully furnished, stone 
walls around property. Excellent 
condition. $130,000. Phone: 
04162417 Email: 

ushassell@yahoo.com 


Investment Property: Pointe 

Pirouette.Three 2 bed, 3 bath, 
waterfront apartments in 
single building, Two with 
pools, one with jacuzzi, fully 
furnished, totally rebuilt2001/ 
2002. All newappliances, con- 
tinuously rented since 
completion, ideal for owner 
home plus two rental apart¬ 
ments. Asking $550,000. 
Motivated seller will finance 
to right party. Call Barbara 
Lawrence (828) 5260502 or 
rclawrence@starband.net 



1 bedr & 2 bedr apartments for 
rent, 8 min from Philipsburg, phone 
& Cable T.V. lines. Great view and 
security.Starting at$700p/m.Call: 
5575118. 

A.J.C. Brouwers Road: One bedr 
apartment with large living room 
torrent. Call: 5423309. 

Pointe Blanche: 1 bedr. furnished 
apt. available Sept. 1, $650 p/m. 
Call 5558799. 

Pelican: Villa 3 bed, 3 bath, A/C, 
newly renovated, fully furnished, 
spectacular ocean & lagoon views, 
walled garden, secluded cul de 
sac, cistern, washer, 2 cars parking 
$1,800. Call: (00590) 590 877769. 
Mary's Fancy: 2 bed, 2 bath, fully 
furnished. Fenced yard, private 
parking. $975 p/m including utili¬ 
ties. Also a studio apartment for 
single person $395 p/m including 
utilities.Call: 5227879. 


Pricing Classifieds with photo. Personal: $35.- per week 
(max 30 words with one picture) 

Commercial: $80.00 per week (max. 30 words with one picture) 


Cole Bay: 2bed + 1 bed apart¬ 
ments starting from $650 p/m. Also 
commercial space starting from 
$900 p/m. For more information 
call: 5421046 or 5529256. 

Cole Bay: 3 bed, 2 bath house, 
large terrace, nice garden, fenced, 
recently renovated, close to RAM's, 
2 min from Marigot. $1,600. p/m. 
available shortterm. Call: 5445607 
(evening) or 5568003. 

Lagoon Garden Apartments on 
Wellington Road 1,2 + 3 bedr 
apartments starting at $750 p/m 
excluding utilities. Including pool 
+ security, long term only. Please 
call: 5575760. 


Lagoon Marina building: 1 bed 

apartment, semi-furnished with 
view over the lagoon, long term 
only at $550 p/m excluding utilities. 
Call: 5575760. 

Lagoonfront : 2 bed apartments 
on Wellington Road. Semi-fur- 
nished with garden and boatslips/ 
lift, long term only, excluding utili¬ 
ties. Call: 5575760. 


Cole Bay: 3 bed, townhouse, 
fenced garden, front & back porch, 
semi-furnished, A/C, washer/dryer 
$900 +2 bed furnished $850 + 1 
bed $600. Call Allan: 5556926. 


Cole Bay: Apartment, living, bed¬ 
room, kitchenette, large bath, 
porch, A/C, privateentrance+park¬ 
ing, quiet neighbourhood, splen¬ 
did view $550 p/m. Furnished or 
unfurnished. Call: 5563211 or 
5593812. 

Simpson Bay: Spaceful and fur¬ 
nished one bedrapartment in com¬ 
plex on beach. CableTVincl. Phone. 
$800 p/m. Available immediately. 
Please call: 5454321 or 
www.sintmaartendatabank.com 


Simpson Bay Yacht Club: One 

small firnished studio apartment, 
upstairs of convenience grocery 
store. $650 p/m, utilities excluded. 
5564722 between 9:00 a.m-6:00 
pm. 


Beacon Hill: Seeking roommates 
to share, fully furnished 4 bed (2 A/ 
C) apartment, equipped kitchen, 
living/dining, 2 bath. Located close 
to Burggeaux Bay, nice day/night 
view. Call U.S.: 702-2568781. 
smilie_girl_2002@yahoo.com 
Beacon Hill: Medical Students! 
Fully furnished, 2 bed, 1 bath apart¬ 
ment $1,300. Spacious 1 bed, 1 
bath apartment, unfurnished 
$1,000. Furnished $1,200. exclud¬ 
ing utilities, security deposit re¬ 
quired. Parking, generator, hurri¬ 
cane protection, immediately avail¬ 
able! 5568179. 


Almond Grove:Verycharmin,fully 
furnished, 3 bed, 2 bath house with 
pool and amazing view, hurricane 
protection, nice landscaped gar¬ 
den. $2,700 p/m + utilities + de¬ 
posit. Please call: 5225131 forview- 
ing. 

Oyster Pond:Studiofullyfurnished 
500euro/month. Small 1 bedapart- 
ment 450 euro/month. Boutique 
800euro/month. Call: (00590) 590 
294442. 


Pointe Pirouette: Stuio apartment, 

1 bedrand 2 bedrapartment. Fully 
furnished, A/C, cable tv, use of 
pool, tennis court, 24 hrs security. 
$625to $1,600 p/m. Call: 545-4207. 
Pointe Pirouette: Waterfront 

2 bedr, 3 bath apartment, own 
pool,deckanddock,fullyfurnished, 
new appliances, dishwasher, 
washerdryer, gated security. Avail¬ 
able August 1. $1,700 p/m. Email: 
sandbarsxm@cs.com orcall: 828- 
5260502. 


Finally! Beautiful apartments 
for reasonable rents. Check 
out Cea Jae Haven family in 
exclusive Pelican Key across 
the street from the beach with 
private pool, full-timeofficeand 
maintenance on premises. All 
apartments furnished with 
cabletv.oceanview,telephone, 
and washers/dryers available. 
Call 544-2356forappointment. 


Two bed apartment with excel¬ 
lent view on the lagoon, juliana 
Airport&Cole Bay. Fully furnished, 
A/C. For further information call: 
5571641. 

Simpson Bay Lagoon: Beautiful 
waterfront property! A must see! 
Large 3 bedr, 2 bath, den, large 
deck with view, greatforentertain- 
ing, appliances included, unit un¬ 
furnished. $1 ,600. Call: 5424433 or 
Romacian@hotmail.com 
Retreat Estate: For rent nicely fur¬ 
nished studio apartmentwith airco. 
Water included. $500 p/m. For in- 
formation call: 5483727 or5572565. 
Betty's Estate:Spacious hurricane 
worthy 2 bedroom apartment in a 
nice , quiet neighbourhood, con¬ 
crete roof, hurrican shutters. $650 
p/m. Call: 5574100or5483130. 
Middle Region:Onelargeonebedr 
apt., furnished, quietarea, parking. 
$500 p/m. Location Middle Region. 
For more info call: 5528954 


Beacon Hill: 2 bedr, 1 bath, nice 
porch, A/C, parking lot. Unfurnished 
$800. Furnished $1,000. Call: 
5443592 or 5225139. 

Beacon Hill: Large private 2 bedr 
house overlooking ocean. 
Furnished,enclosed yard, poolwith 
pool service, hurricane shutters, 
gardener & maid service monthly. 
$2,300 p/m utilities not included. 
5226166 or 5452424 leave mes¬ 
sage. 

BeaconHilLI bedroom apartment 
$500 unfurnished. $650furnished. 
Call: 5423126or5528288. 



Wanted: 2 bed, 2 bath furnished 
to rent 01-01-04 thru 05-31-04 
Simpson Bay, Pelican Key area. 
jlutzke@yahoo.com 
Female of 25 looking for decent 
roommate to share 2 bedr 
apartment in St. John Estate. Price 
$300 p/m. Contact for more 
information call: 5423344, 
extention 1606. 


Wanted: Urgently lookingto buy 

commercial/residential lot in Cole 
Bay or Orange Grove. Please call: 
5224068. Thank you very much I 

Couple looking for 1 bedroom 
apartment in Cole Bay orSimpson 
Bay. $600 p/m including 
utilities.Call: 5443002. 


Jewelry Store is looking for 

counters, jewelry displays and 
track lights. Contact Mike: 
5228480 or 5430405. 




Tree Cutting Service: I am your 
man for tree topping/trimming/ 
pruning or removal. Fast, clean & 
mostly importantly safe service. 
Call: 5566451. 


Quality Carpentry: Design and 
building of cabinets, doors & 
windows, frames, staircases, 
flooring etc. Call: 5569921. 



Carib Swim Team seeks to 
hire part-time swimming in¬ 
structors for children and adult 
programs to be part of our in¬ 
structors group. Qualifications 
necessary. Contact Celine at 
the Cole Bay pool or call: 
5568003. 


Sales Girl required for Balle¬ 
rina Jewelers.Good presenta¬ 
tion, fluent in English, experi¬ 
ence in jewelry preferred. Also 
required a secrcetary for office 
work with computer knowl¬ 
edge. Call between 4:00 p.m - 
6:00 p.m. at 5424399. 


Wanted: Beautician-Massage 
Terapist- Nail Technician - Flair 
Dresser. Persons with work 
permit preferred. Call: 5229725. 
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Business 


IIS Airways 
posts profit, 
with government 
assistance 

CHICAGO—US Air¬ 
ways Group Inc. on Mon¬ 
day reported a small quar¬ 
terly profit as $214 mil¬ 
lion in government aid 
helped offset operating 
losses and expenses re¬ 
lated to its bankruptcy. 

In its first quarter since 
emerging from Chapter 
11 protection March 31, 
the Arlington, Virginia- 
based airline said it was 
making progress in reduc¬ 
ing costs and revamping 
its business. 

US Airways spent eight 
months in bankruptcy and 
emerged after cutting 
jobs, slashing expenses 
and trimming capacity. 
The company is rapidly 
adding smaller jets that 
seat up to 70 passengers 
after cutting the size of its 
main fleet of much larger 
planes by one-third dur¬ 
ing its reorganization. 
Without the federal aid, 
however, the No. 7 U.S. 
air carrier posted a big 
quarterly loss, like many 
of its peers. When it 
emerged from bank¬ 
ruptcy, US Airways said it 
did not expect to be prof¬ 
itable before 2005. 

“While our results are 
less than stellar, we have 
continued to execute and 
make progress in every di¬ 
mension of our restruc- 
turingplan,” Chief Execu¬ 
tive David Siegel said in a 
conference call with ana¬ 
lysts and reporters. 

US Airways said net 
profit was $13 million, or 
25 cents per share. In the 
same quarter a year ear¬ 
lier, it posted a loss of 
$248 million, or $3.64 a 
share. 

Excluding the federal aid 
and other items related 
to its bankruptcy, US Air¬ 
ways said, it had a pretax 
loss of $154 million for 
the quarter. A year ear¬ 
lier, its pretax loss was 
$250 million before items. 
The company took a $35 
million charge associated 
with its decision not to 
take delivery of certain 
aircraft. It also took a $92 
million charge related to 
the stock it granted em¬ 
ployees as part of its re¬ 
structuring. 

US Airways has reduced 
its annual costs by about 
$2 billion since last sum¬ 
mer, including about $1 
billion in cuts extracted 
from its labor unions. 



Chris Gorog, Chairman and CEO of Roxio, Inc., the parent 
company of Napster, talks during his keynote address at 
Jupiter’s Plug-In conference in New York City, on Monday. 


Roxio ready to relaunch 


idv to 
I lore 


Napster before Christmas 


NEW YORK—A revamped 
version of Napster, an online 
service once synonymous with 
music swapping, is set to 
launch in time for the Christ¬ 
mas holidays—in a vastly dif¬ 
ferent market from its earlier 
incarnation. 

Roxio Inc., which bought the 
assets of Napster at a bank¬ 
ruptcy auction last year, said 
on Monday the new service 
would let users access music 
through a subscription or on a 
fee-per-song basis. Shares of 
the maker of CD burning soft¬ 
ware surged to their highest 
level in more than a year. 

Once a wildly popular free 
file-swapping service with 
more than 60 million users at 
its peak, Napster was brought 
to its knees in 2001 after it lost 
a copyright infringement law¬ 
suit with the world’s largest 
record companies. 

And in the last several 
months, several companies 
with marketing muscle have 
announced plans to start 
online services to convert the 
downloading craze into a prof¬ 
itable business. Apple Com¬ 
puter Inc. launched its iTunes 
service to users of its 
Macintosh operating system 
in April. AOL Time Warner 
Inc.’s America Online is work¬ 
ing on a service for introduc¬ 
tion later this year. 
Amazon.com Inc. has also 
expressed interest in online 
music delivery. 


Other smaller players are 
planning similar services. 
Musicmatch Inc., a popular 
music software company, said 
on Monday it reached 
nonexclusive agreements with 
nine labels, including EMI 
Group, BMG Music and Uni¬ 
versal Music Group, to pro¬ 
vide music for its download 
service to be launched broadly 
this fall. 

And Scott Blum, founder of 
Internet retail site Buy.com, 
has said he plans to spend 
about $40 million to launch a 
service called BuyMusic.com. 

RealNetworks Inc., which is 
set to buy Listen.com and its 
Rhapsody subscription ser¬ 
vice in the third quarter, is 
planning to start an online 
music store by the end of the 
year. 

Users of the new Napster 2.0 
service will be able to search 
for music, listen to 
preprogrammed radio cus¬ 
tomized to their tastes, burn 
CDs and download music to 
other devices, said Roxio 
Chief Executive Chris Gorog. 
“It will be very reflective of 
the key characteristics of the 
original Napster, which is in¬ 
dependence, innovation and 
freedom of choice and em¬ 
powering consumers to do 
exactly what they want to do 
and navigate and search to 
their personal tastes,” he told 
Reuters. 


American Express earnings 
rise on consumer spending 


NEW YORK—American 
Express Co. on Monday re¬ 
ported second-quarter earn¬ 
ings rose 11 percent on more 
consumer spending and it said 
its full year earnings would 
exceed Wall Street expecta¬ 
tions as the economic climate 
improves. 

Chairman and Chief Execu¬ 
tive Kenneth Chenault, who 
cut thousands of jobs to help 
maintain growth in the slug¬ 
gish economy, said he would 
sacrifice some of this year’s 
earnings per share growth to 
pump money into new busi¬ 
nesses to get a jump on “early 
signs of an economic recov¬ 
ery.” 

Chenault’s statements on the 
economy were among the 
most optimistic yet offered by 
a CEO of a component com¬ 
pany of the Dow Jones Indus¬ 
trial average, but still were 
not enough to remove doubts 
from investors and analysts. 
“The management believes 
they might be out of the 
woods, but we’re not so cer¬ 
tain,” said Joshua Shanker, 
an analyst at Blaylock and 
Partners. 

The New York-based com¬ 
pany, best known for its charge 
cards and travelers checks, 
said its second-quarter earn¬ 
ings were $762 million, or 59 
cents per share, compared 
with $683 million, or 51 cents 
per share, a year earlier. This 
was ahead of Wall Street ana¬ 
lysts’ average expectations of 
57 cents per share, according 
to Reuters Research, a unit of 
Reuters Group Pic. 

Revenue rose 7 percent to 
$6.36 billion, from $5.95 bil¬ 


lion. But Shanker said on an 
inflation adjusted basis, the 
average spending per card 
member is far short of what it 
was at its peak in 2000 and 
that its relatively new but ex¬ 
panding financial advisors 
business still underperforms 
peers though it benefited from 
surging markets in the most 
recent quarter. 

Shares of the financial ser¬ 
vices group fell 59 cents, or 
1.3 percent, to $45.01 in trad¬ 
ing on the New York Stock 
Exchange. 

American Express has been 
actively pushing consumers to 
use its cards for day-to-day 
purchases such as groceries 
and gasoline as its core busi¬ 
ness customers cut back on 
travel and entertainment 
spending in the weak 


economy. The company said 
its total billed business rose 
10 percent to $86.1 billion in 
the second quarter, as it added 
2.7 million cards and custom¬ 
ers charged an average of 
$2,054 compared with $1,993 
a year ago. 

Chenault said the company’s 
earnings would exceed the 
consensus Wall Street esti¬ 
mate of $2.26, but were not 
likely to exceed $2.29 because 
of the ramp up in its spending. 

Earnings at its travel related 
services business rose to $634 
million, from $565 million. Its 
financial advising business, 
whose expansion plans had 
been stymied by declining 
markets, said its earnings rose 
to $157 million, from $145 
million a year ago, as finan¬ 
cial markets rallied. 


Citigroup, JP Morgan 
settle Enron charges 


NEW YORK—Citigroup Inc. 
and J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. 
said on Monday they paid 
$305 million to settle charges 
by security and law enforce¬ 
ment officials that they helped 
Enron Corp. cheat investors 
out of billions of dollars. 

The settlement with the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission and Manhattan 
District Attorney Robert 
Morgenthau brings an 18- 
month investigation to a close 
and allows the two largest U.S. 
banks to avoid criminal pros¬ 
ecution on charges of securi¬ 
ties fraud. 

The probe found that 


Citigroup and J.P. Morgan 
Chase structured complex 
deals that allowed energy 
trader Enron to hide debt and 
inflate its cash flow before it 
filed for bankruptcy protec¬ 
tion in late 2001. The banks 
neither admitted nor denied 
the charges as part of the 
agreement. 

For Citi, this settlement 
comes after agreeing last year 
to pay $400 million, more than 
any other Wall Street bank, to 
settle allegations it issued bi¬ 
ased stock research. J.P. Mor¬ 
gan agreed to pay $80 million 
as part of that settlement. 


Weak sales in developing 
markets hurt Xerox earnings 


NEW YORK—Xerox Corp. 
on Monday reported slightly 
lower second-quarter earn¬ 
ings, hurt by weak demand 
for supplies and services and 
soft sales in developing mar¬ 
kets. But improving sales of 
new copiers and printers 
helped drive results past ex¬ 
pectations. 

Xerox, whose shares rose 
more than 4 percent, is work¬ 
ing to gain momentum by 
building sales of new digital 
products after several ex- 
haustingyears attempting to 
overcome persistent losses, 
debt woes and the distrac¬ 
tion of a now-settled regula¬ 
tory probe into its account¬ 
ing practices. 

Although sales in develop¬ 
ing markets and demand for 
services and supplies suf¬ 
fered, analysts were encour¬ 
aged by an 8 percent rise in 


equipment sales, even 
though nearly all of the gain 
came from a weak dollar, 
which increases the value of 
goods sold in overseas mar¬ 
kets. 

“The fact that they had 
equipment sales up even 1 
percent (without foreign ex¬ 
change factors) is a positive 
factor because the economy 
is anemic,” said Tim 
Ghriskey, president of 
Ghriskey Capital Partners, 
which does not own Xerox 
shares. 

Growth in hardware sales 
and leases bodes well long¬ 
term for Xerox, because of 
customers’ recurring need 
for supplies such as toner, or 
for outsourcing, where 
Xerox sends a person to 
manage a client’s printing 
machines, analysts said. 
“Equipment sales are impor¬ 


tant because you need to see 
increases in units so that they 
can stabilize that (installed) 
base,” said analyst Shannon 
Cross of Cross Research. 
“We are going to continue 
to see slippage in post-sales 
revenue until they stabilize, 
because it’s a trailing indica¬ 
tor.” 

Xerox said second-quarter 
net income fell to $86 mil¬ 
lion, or 9 cents a share, from 
$87 million, or 11 cents per 
share, a year earlier. Before 
a charge for fees from a ter¬ 
minated credit facility, earn¬ 
ings in the latest period were 
14 cents a share. 

On that basis, Xerox had 
said it expected profit of 9 
cents to 12 cents a share. 
Analysts’ estimates averaged 
13 cents, according to 
Reuters Research, a unit of 
Reuters Group Pic. 
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American and Iraqi impatience 


By Jim Hoagland 

MOSUL, Iraq — Furiously 
threading his prayer beads 
between thumb and forefin¬ 
ger, Ahmed Ibrahim spewed 
vituperation at the young 
American soldier in front of 
him. Fortunately for all, the 
heavily armed paratrooper 
could not understand the 
curses being hurled at him 
in high-velocity Arabic. 

The collision between 
Ibrahim, an unemployed 
bank clerk, and the unblink¬ 
ing 101st Air Assault Divi¬ 
sion trooper pulling guard 
duty for a visiting VIP had 
nothing to do with national¬ 
ist fervor or nostalgia for 
Saddam Hussein. Ibrahim 
was simply trying to cross 
the street. The U.S. soldier 
had orders to push everyone 
back from a square that 
Deputy Defense Secretary 
Paul D. Wolfowitz had just 
entered. Timing was destiny 
for the soldier and the clerk, 
as it is in a sense for their 
nations. 

The chance encounter here 
encapsulated the dilemma 
the United States now con¬ 
fronts in the unstable after- 
math of war in Iraq. While 
most Iraqis struggle to bring 
some normality to their lives, 
isolated gunmen have been 
killing U.S. soldiers almost 
daily on streets and along 
convoy routes — paradoxi¬ 
cally, locations where mili¬ 
tary security is heaviest. 

At every turn, American 
commanders and their civil¬ 
ian counterparts repeat the 
scene the soldier and the 
clerk played out in this north- 
eastern provincial capital. 
U.S. forces must find a bal¬ 
ance between maintaining 
control, often with heavy 
armaments and oppressive 
security measures, and let¬ 
ting Iraqis exercise the free¬ 
doms they have been repeat¬ 
edly promised. 

Ibrahim wanted to exercise 
his freedom to walk to a cafe 
at a moment of his choosing. 
He got his wish when 
Wolfowitz noticed the dis¬ 
turbance his walkabout was 
creating and asked Major 
General David Petraeus to 
pull his troops back to allow 
pedestrians to pass more 
easily. On another day, in 


another city, Ibrahim’s stroll 
might have ended in anger 
and frustration — or worse. 

If the United States is go¬ 
ing to succeed in its cam¬ 
paign to remake Iraq, its 
proconsuls here must find, 
draw in and then rapidly get 
out of the way of Iraqis ready 
to erase the cruelty of 
Hussein’s regime. That is a 
huge task in a country with a 
population so traumatized 
by a half-century of tyranny, 
constant war and isolation 
that it is wary about openly 
engaging in politics, and 
where a sizable minority ben¬ 
efited from Baath Party rule. 

Traveling on a U.S. mili¬ 
tary transportation network 
that spans Iraq’s insular, 
fragmented regions, I found 
in Baghdad, Basra, Mosul, 
Kirkuk and elsewhere a still 
uneven mosaic of American- 
Iraqi cooperation that must 
now be rapidly extended. 
This nascent cooperation 
was evident across the re¬ 
gion north of Baghdad and 
the so-called Sunni triangle, 
and in the Shiite south. Out¬ 
side the Sunni triangle, as 
the area where most Sunnis 
live has come to be known, 
Iraq is much calmer than I 
expected from daily dis¬ 
patches and television ac¬ 
counts that rarely treat sus¬ 
tained progress as news. The 
joint American-British oc¬ 
cupation authority is mak¬ 
ing real progress in handing 
over responsibility to local 
authorities. 

American generals in the 
north recognize their most 
urgent challenge far better 
than the occupation authori¬ 
ties in Baghdad. “We don’t 
want other American troops 
to replace us,” an Army one- 
star general from the 4th 
Infantry Division said at a 
background briefing in 
Kirkuk. “Turning things over 
to another U.S. military unit 
doesn’t solve the problem 
here. We have to turn over 
to Iraqis.” 

Authorized to spend 
money confiscated from 
Hussein’s regime on repair¬ 
ing schools, digging wells and 
other community projects, 
these commanders are 
agents of change. Many of 
them talk with genuine en¬ 
thusiasm and confidence of 


winning “hearts and minds,” 
a term I thought I would 
never hear employed seri¬ 
ously again after the disas¬ 
ter of Vietnam. 

In Southeast Asia, that 
phrase described an ambi¬ 
tious pacification program 
that failed when tethered to 
a politically and militarily 
flawed campaign. Here, the 
phrase is being seized by 
imaginative young generals 
and colonels who entered 
the service after America’s 
last Asian war and who see 
this war as an opportunity to 
put the American failure in 
Vietnam to rest in a way that 
the aborted Gulf War of 
1991 did not. 

Vietnam shaped the cau- 
tious-to-pessimistic strategic 
outlook for a generation of 
American military leaders 
that included Colin L. 
Powell, who popularized the 
concept of never engaging 
abroad without overwhelm¬ 
ing force, clear political aims 
and preconceived exit strat¬ 
egies. Now, the worldview 
of a new generation of com¬ 
manders is being formed in 
Iraq’s deserts, mountains 
and cities in a still uneven 
attempt at nation-building. 

These generals are making 
their own exit strategy as they 
go. They see that the over¬ 
riding U.S. goal must be to 
make Iraq into a country that 
works — without several 
U.S. Army divisions sta¬ 
tioned here. Otherwise, in 
the Sunni heartland in par¬ 
ticular, the U.S. Army risks 
turning into an occupying 
force regarded with hostility 
and suspicion while its own 
demoralized troops long to 
return home. 

It is not only Iraqis and 
U.S. soldiers who can tire of 
the occupation; so will the 
American public, which is 
already uneasy over the 
string of guerrilla-like assas¬ 
sinations of troops. The gun¬ 
men who prey on soldiers in 
Iraq are counting on 
America’s strategic impa¬ 
tience. For the Baathist kill¬ 
ers, the goal is to create ruin 
and chaos. Rather than re¬ 
storing the reign of Hussein, 
an outcome no longer within 
their reach, they would re¬ 
create Somalia 1993 or 
Beirut a decade earlier. They 


act on Hussein’s famous July 
1990 prediction to an Ameri¬ 
can diplomat that because 
of Vietnam the American 
public will never again en¬ 
dure a steady stream of body 
bags being shipped home. 

Timing is destiny for the 
U.S. venture in Iraq. That’s 
why it’s disturbing that the 
Bush administration let pre¬ 
cious weeks slip by without 
giving a clear direction to 
events after major combat 
officially ended on May 1. 
The administration shows 
signs of realizing that, but 
more must be done. Iraqis 
will not be quick to commit 
themselves to the new ef¬ 
forts to engage them with¬ 
out convincing proof that 
Washington is willing and 
able to keep its word, as 
many Iraqis feel it did not in 
1991. Acknowledging their 
doubts, and the earlier U.S. 


failures that created them, 
is the first urgent step the 
administration needs to take 
in adjusting its postwar poli¬ 
cies in Iraq to local realities. 

The needs of Iraqis for se¬ 
curity, electricity, water and 
their own political leader¬ 
ship — in a sense, for the 
freedom to cross the street 
— cannot be delayed in in¬ 
terminable fashion while the 
State Department pursues a 
regional strategy that gives 
priority to Arab politics over 
Iraq’s development, while 
the Pentagon lets bureau¬ 
cratic norms determine the 
shape of a new Iraqi army, 
and while the two depart¬ 
ments fight each other at 
every step for American, not 
Iraqi, reasons. 

In his cavernous office in 
one of Hussein’s more gro¬ 
tesque Baghdad palaces the 
other day, President Bush’s 


special representative, L. 
Paul Bremer, argued that 
U.S. engagement can suc¬ 
ceed here — over time. 
Bremer maybe right, but my 
question is whether he will 
have that time, whether 
American impatience can be 
contained while progress 
moves at an ambiguous pace 
and setbacks get broadcast 
loudly in our 24/7 media. 
Fortunately, Bremer sud¬ 
denly seems like a man in a 
hurry, ready to turn over 
greater responsibility to Ira¬ 
qis whom he initially treated 
with great wariness. 

After initially fighting off 
appeals for a provisional 
government that would 
gradually share responsibil¬ 
ity with him, Bremer is urg¬ 
ing Iraq’s newly appointed 
25-member Governing 
Continued on page 
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When can government pass 
a law allowing employers to 
pay their employees NAf. 
1,100 per month to survive 
in a dollar economy with the 
cost of living sky rocketing? 
What else do you expect but 
crime and prostitution? 

We are made to believe that 
slavery was abolished, but 
the slaves were given food, 
shelter and a piece of cloth¬ 


ing. With NAf. 1,100 we are 
only able to pay for shelter, 
so how will a man feed and 
clothe his family for a whole 
month? 

Then you have these em¬ 
ployers with the law of their 
conscience knowing the cost 
of living here on St. Maarten 
to hide behind such a dis¬ 
graceful law and expect 
crime to go away because 


the prosecutor says so. 

No wonder when you drive 
in the up scale areas of our 
island they are all hiding 
behind iron bars because 
they know full well that what 
they are doing is wrong, un¬ 
derpaying their workers, so 
they are scared that the 
workers might come to get 
their balance. 

As long as there is no jus¬ 


tice there will never be peace. 
Mr. Cor Merx will tell you 
that crime doesn’t pay but it 
seems like working hard for 
an honest guilder doesn’t pay 
either. It’s easy to send a 
force of men to arrest some¬ 
one after they have commit¬ 
ted a crime but what about 
the prevention? 

All I’ve seen so far is Mr. 
Merx getting a li’l fat around 


American and Iraqi impatience 


Council to guide a new con¬ 
stitution into existence “in 
six to eight months.” He 
speaks of holding national 
elections “next year.” Re¬ 
cently, Bremer approved a 
plan to recruit and train a 
local militia force that U.S. 
officials earlier vetoed in 
favor of waiting two years 
for a new Iraqi army to be 
fully trained and deployed. 
“We need to put an Iraqi 
face on the security prob¬ 
lems of the country,” one 
general said of the militia 
plan. 

This reverses a disastrous 
decision by the senior offic¬ 
ers of U.S. Central Com¬ 
mand at war’s end to dis¬ 
band the Free Iraqi Fight¬ 
ers, an exile militia trained 
in p art by the American mili¬ 
tary that returned to fight 
during the war. At several 
points during his trip, 
Wolfowitz pointedly re¬ 
minded his American and 
Iraqi listeners that “the coa¬ 
lition includes the Iraqi 
people.” 

Petraeus has put his con¬ 
siderable energy and pres¬ 
tige behind that sentiment. 
He charged ahead on estab¬ 
lishing militia units in the 
Mosul region while the idea 
was still being debated by 
other commanders. He tells 
his subordinates that 
“money is ammunition in 
this struggle,” and exhorts 
them to find and complete 
community action tasks as 


quickly as possible. School 
counts, rather than body 
counts, are his measuring 
rod of progress. 

The 101st has spent $6.5 
million on 1,398 projects so 
far in a spurt of unabashed 
nation-building that has cost 
U.S. taxpayers nothing. The 
Commanders Emergency 
Response Funds that 
Petraeus has tapped into 
come from $1.7 billion in 
Baathist regime assets seized 
in U.S. banks and $795 mil¬ 
lion in Hussein’s cash seized 
by American soldiers. 

“It makes a difference that 
on the day after we have to 
go into a neighborhood and 
kick in the gates to find bad 
guys that we come back to 
repair the gates, pass out 
soccer balls and roasted 
chickens and pay the kids to 
paint over bad graffiti,” Lt. 
Colonel Michael Meese told 
me. 

It is natural to be skeptical 
about the hearts-and-minds 
approach, given Vietnam, 
where U.S. tactics often 
alienated the very people 
whose support was being 
sought. Soccer balls and 
chickens will not be enough. 
Law and order must be 
brought, and security estab¬ 
lished for ordinary Iraqis 
through a lighter, more ag¬ 
ile American presence. 

Then Iraq will have a 
chance to become a histori¬ 
cal pivot for U.S. engage¬ 
ment in the Third World — 


if both American and Iraqi 
impatience can be contained 
while American and Iraqi 
imagination and common 
sense get to work together. 
Having suffered for so long, 
Iraqis find any further wait¬ 
ing intolerable. They want 
to cross the street now. 


Continued from page 20. 


Jim Hoagland, a columnist 
for the Washington Post 
since 1986, has also covered 
Africa, the Middle East and 
Europe as a correspondent. 
He traveled to Iraq with 
Deputy Defense Secretary 
Paul D. Wolfowitz. 


the face when having his 
press conferences, which is 
the case with most of them 
who support this system. 

They live high of the hog, 
get fat around their waist 
and expect a fancy dressed 
prosecutor to end crime with 
calling a press conference 
every time his men, not him¬ 
self, make an arrest. When 
the crime rate is down Mr. 
Merx and Mr. Holiday are 
the first to take the praise, 
however, when it’s up then 
it’s the parents, the schools 
or the churches. 

On the other hand society 


is also to blame for crime, 
because we live in a society 
that makes you believe that 
if you are not materially rich 
you are a nobody. So when 
we put these few facts to¬ 
gether one might ask him¬ 
self who is really the crimi¬ 
nal, the one behind the bars 
or those fancy guys that are 
so proud to support this 
wicked and corrupt system? 

And please don’t sit back 
in your so called successful 
chair and expect crime to go 
away because crime is here 
to stay. 

John Alfred Dinzey 
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By Linda C. Black 

Today’s Birthday (July 29). You’re awesome this 
year - truly regal. You’re lucky, smart and attractive. 
If you can manage to be humble, too, you’ll carve out 
a niche for yourself. You can’t get to the top with 
confidence alone, but that’s a good place to start. 

To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is 
the easiest day, 0 the most challenging. 

Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is a 9 - Forget your 
worries! Come on, get happy! Believe that miracles 
can happen, and you’ll help speed up the process. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is a 5 - You’re 
moving more slowly now, but that’s perfect. Deci¬ 
sions you make now will be hard to change. Take the 



time to get comfortable with your choices. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is an 8 - Although 
the pressure is easing a little, your enthusiasm is 
growing. Take on a project that requires research. 
You’ll find it fascinating. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is a 5 - If you focus 
completely on bringing in cash, you can really make 
a bundle. That’s the most important thing to do now, 
so don’t be embarrassed about it. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is a 10 - Hopefully 
you’ve learned your lessons about compassion and 



caring for others. If you have, you could do some¬ 
thing great today that people will talk about for 
years. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is a 5 - As you make 
several big decisions, you’ll notice that the pressure 
eases. Just carefully do them one by one, and you’ll 
soon feel much better. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is an 8 - New friends 
welcome you into the group. You’ll be quite com¬ 
fortable there. Even if there’s a new game to learn, 
don’t worry. You’re a natural. 



Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Today is a 5 - This is one 
of those times when it makes no sense to argue. A 
gentle nudge will be more effective in keeping your 
leader on track. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is an 8 - You’ll 
have the travel bug for a while, so think of a business 
reason to go. If you can’t, you could just go exploring 
and find the reason once you’re out there. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today is a 5 - There’s 
a golden opportunity to expand your savings ac¬ 
count. What you need are more assets of the nego¬ 
tiable kind. Stick with an investment that has stood 
the test of time. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is an 8 - You’re 
more than the brains behind the operation; you’re 
the inspiration. If you’ve done your job well (and it 
looks like you have), the others will take it from here. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is a 5 - Concen¬ 
trate on taking care of as many people as best you 
can. Your dedication to others will empower you to 
do your best. 
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SEND LETTERS TO P.O. BOX 828 


Dear Queenie, 

Some time ago I attended a birthday party for one of my 
children’s friends. When I got home I discovered there was 
money missing from my bag. When I told the hostess about 
it, she said one or two other mothers had also told her the 
same thing. 

All of the mothers know each other and our children play 
at each others’ homes all the time. Now I don’t know whom 
I can trust and I am afraid to let my children go anywhere 
or to go with them. 

Queenie, now what do I do?—Robbed 
Dear Robbed, 

If the hostess of the party hasn’t already done so, tell all 
the other mothers who were there what happened. That 
will put them on their guard and should prevent it from 
happening again. It will also warn the thief that everyone 
knows what happened and may make him/her think twice 
about doing it again. 

Don’t give up on your friendship with all of the mothers 
because of the bad act of (probably) just one. On the other 
hand, when you go visiting take precautions to protect 
yourself from a repeat performance unless/until the thief is 
identified. 

Don’t carry your money in a purse. Keep your money in 
your pocket, or in a waist pouch, or don’t take any with you 
if you can get along without it. If you must carry a bag, don’t 
leave any valuables in it and try not to leave it unattended. 
Better yet, don’t carry a purse at all. 

Only notices of fundraising events, non-profit or educational 
organisations will be placed in the Events/Notices column. 


Tuesday, July 29 
OPENING SERVICE OF 
GIRLS’ BRIGADE CAMP 

organised by Girls’ Brigade of St. Maarten. The general public is 
invited. 

Place: Philipsburg Methodist Church 
Time: 6:30pm 

Friday, August 1 

PREPARATION SESSION FOR 
BUSINESS PLAN COMPETITION 

organised by Junior Chamber of St. Maarten Jaycees and St. 
Maarten Business Association (SMBA). Second of four sessions. 
Topic: What should be included in Executive Summary? Prepa¬ 
ration: Submit your plan’s Executive Summary. 

Place: SMBA Cooperation Office, 46 Cannegieter Street, first 
floor of Duncan and Brandon Building. 

Time: 6:00-7:00pm 

Price: NAf. 27 or US $15 per person per session 

For more information, call Paulina Henrietta, tel. 551-3175, or 

Greg Arrindell, tel. 552-7890. 

Saturday, August 2 

KIDDIES DAY/BBQ FUNDRAISER 

organised by Junior AIDS Committee to raise funds for its 
various community services and events. Games and prizes for 
children and adults, informative stand with brochures about HIV/ 
AIDS, AIDS Foundation Website launching. 

Place: Emilio Wilson Historical and Cultural Park. 

Time 11:00am to 4:00pm 


Saturday, August 2 

and Sunday, August 3 

BERNARD SMITH LIVE IN CONCERT 

Place: Saturday, Salvation Army, Cole Bay; Sunday, Apostolic 

Faith Church, Sandy Ground. 

Time: 7:00pm nightly 
Admission: Free 

Sunday, August 3 

PUPPET SHOW AT THE ZOO 

organised by St. Maarten Park. Free face-painting for children. 
Place: St. Maarten Park 
Time: 4:00pm 

Price: Normal Park admission fees apply. 

For more information, call tel. 543-2030. 

Sunday, August 3 

FUNDRAISING FAMILY DAY BEACH BBQ 
organised by Multi-Creative Promotions and Foundation. Domi¬ 
noes, volleyball, music and entertainment. 

Place: Kim Sha Beach 
Time: 10:00am to 6:00pm 
BBQ price: US $6 

Tuesday, August 5 

OPEN HOUSE; DINNER AND CONCERT 
GIRLS’ BRIGADE CAMP 

organised by Girls’ Brigade of St. Maarten. The general public is 
invited. 

Place: MAC Browlia Maillard Campus, St. John’s Estate. 

Time: Open House, 1:30pm; Dinner and Concert, 6:00pm. 
Price: Dinner and Concert, NAf. 18, US $10,10 euros per person; 
children half price. 


Operation District Cleanup, August 2-3 

Residents of the Cul de Sac area and surrounding areas are 
advised to drop their small and large debris at the following 
central waste collection points during the weekend of August 2- 
3: Entrance of Welgelegen Road, intersection Puma Road and 
Jaguar Road by the garbage bins, Otter Road Belair by the 
garbage bins, next to the former Cake House, in front of the 
Ebenezer shopping center, Reward Road across from the church, 
entrance to Weymouth Hill, intersection Lemon Road and Sour- 
sop Road, Watermelon Road next to the garage, St. Peters Road 
next to the ball court, intersection Grapefruit Road and Retreat 
Estate Road, entrance to St. John’s Estate, entrance to Buttercup 
Road, across from John Cooper/Jose Lake Sr. Ballpark, Roses 
Road across from Cake House, intersection Coralita Road and 
Amaryllis Road, next to the Zagersgut bridge. For further infor¬ 
mation call Public Works, tel. 542-4289. 

Starlight Educational Center Registration 

The office of Starlight Educational Center, Archimedes Street 
#6, off Union Road in Cole Bay, will be open for registration and 
payments Tuesday-Wednesday, July 29-30, 9:00am to 2:00pm. 
For other information, call tel. 544-3573 or visit the office during 
these hours. 

Third Night Of Services 

Christ Triumphant Church invites the general public to three 
nights of Holy Ghost refreshing services with Apostle Dr. Allan 
Isaac of World Impact Bible Institute at Celebration Palace, Bush 
Road, Philipsburg, Tuesday, July 29, 7:45pm. 

Toastmasters Club Meeting 

All members and prospective members of the Philipsburg Toast¬ 
masters Club are invited to attend a general membership meeting 
at Philipsburg Jubilee Library, Thursday, July 31, 7:45pm sharp. 
Interested persons willing to improve their listening, thinking and 
speaking skills are invited to attend. 

Senior Citizens Recreational Foundation Reorganisation 

The Senior Citizens Recreational Foundation board is undergo¬ 
ing a restructuring and a new management is assuming responsi¬ 
bility for the day-to-day operations of the Senior Center effective 
Friday, August 1. In light of this, the board requests all reservation 
holders for the rental of the Hall to reconfirm their events by 
contacting Mrs. van Heyningen or Miguel Richardson at the 
Senior Center, tel. 542-2370. 


Veterans Football Club Meeting 

The St. Maarten/St. Martin Veterans Football Club invites all 
members to a general meeting at Over The Hill Guesthouse, 
Friday, August 1, 8:00pm sharp. Please make a special effort to 

St. Maarten Day Boxing Championships 

Approximately 200 boxers from 23 countries will compete in the 
St. Maarten Day inter-island boxing championships organised by 
St. Maarten Amateur Boxing Association at L.B. Scott Sports 
Auditorium November 7-11. Amateur boxers have until Friday, 
August 1, to sign up. For more information contact your local gym 
or Bobby Ottley at 566-9000. 

St. Maarten Academy Registration 

St. Maarten Academy informs all parents that its office will be 
open for registration of new students and payment of school fees 
for the school year 2003-2004, Monday, August 4, through Thurs¬ 
day, August 14,10:00am to 2:00pm. Registration and payment of 
all fees must take place before the first day of school, Monday, 
August 18. School and book fee for school year 2003-2004: NAf. 
662. New students are required to present two recent passport 
pictures, copy of birth certificate or passport, registration paper 
from the Census Office, completed application form. 

Milton Peters College Registration 

Registration at Milton Peters College for the new school year 
2003-2004 will be from Monday-Thursday, August 11-15,8:00am 
to 12:00 noon. Bring along two passport pictures and copy of 
registration paper from Census Office not older than two months. 
Non-Antilleans must provide a valid immigration paper. School 
fee must be paid in advance. 

St. Maarten Riding Club Summer Camp 

St. Maarten Riding Club will hold Summer Camps for children 
ages 6 and up at its grounds on Union Road from now to Friday, 
August 29, Mondays-Fridays, 9:00am to 12:00 noon, on a daily or 
weekly basis. Riding lessons, crafts, games, snacks, farm chores 
and seminars. Beginners welcome. Price: US $15 per day. For 
more information and registration, call tel. 544-3931 evenings or 
556-5540. 

Carib Swim Team Summer Programme 

Carib Swim Team’s summer programme from now until the end 
of August. Crash learn-to-swim programme: Two-week cycles, 
weekdays, one hour per day, ages 6 and up, different levels. 
Children with C diploma and up: Introduction to competition 
swimming, Monday, Wednesday, Friday afternoons. Regular 
swimming lessons for children younger than 6 and adults. For 
information, call tel. 556-8003. 

Alpha And Omega Foundation Summer Programme 

Positively Active Vacationing Youngsters summer programme 
for children ages 4-12 will run from now to Friday, August 8, daily, 
8:00am to 5:00pm. Cost, including registration: US $120. For 
more information, call tel. 557-8202 or 542-4386. 

Caravanserai Tennis Camp 

The Caravanserai Beach Resort Tennis Club is accepting regis¬ 
tration for its youth summer camp programme of tennis, intro¬ 
duction to golf, swimming and a variety of other games, run by 
tennis pro Philipe Alonso, Monday-Friday, 10:00am to 4:00pm, 
until the end of August. Price: US $120 per one-week season, 
including lunch every day. To register contact Alonso at 00590- 
690-39-02-99. 

Port de Plaisance Tennis/Activities Camp 

For beginners and higher levels, with tennis, art, swimming and 
other games, lunches included, Monday-Friday, August 11-15, 
9:00am-4:00pm. Price: US $30 per day, 4 days $110, 5 days $140. 
Sign up at Port de Plaisance or call Miriam, 556-9728. 

Mother Goose Playschool Registration 

Mother Goose Playschool at Quamina Drive #2A in Cay Bay is 
registering newborns to 4-year-olds for the upcoming school year. 
Certified preschool teachers. For more information, call 551- 
0674. 

Barney’s Playschool Registration 

Barney’s Playschool, Back Street #182, opposite the former 
Donchee’s Bakery, is now registering children ages 0-4 years. For 
more information, visit the school or call tel. 556-9520. 
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Ray Charles 
postpones 
concerts due 
to hip problem 

LOS ANGELES—Music 
legend Ray Charles has post¬ 
poned 14 upcoming concert 
dates due to acute hip dis¬ 
comfort, which he is having 
diagnosed and treated in Los 
Angeles, a spokesman said 
on Monday. 

The 72-year-old singer, who 
already missed three appear¬ 
ances last week, plans to re¬ 
sume his full slate of late sum¬ 
mer and fall dates starting 
Aug. 22 at Harrah’s Casino 
in Escondido, California, ac¬ 
cording to publicist Eric 
Raymond. His next appear¬ 
ance had been scheduled for 
July 30 in Worcester, Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

Charles, a pioneer of soul 
music whose biggest hits in¬ 
clude “Georgia on My Mind” 
and “I Can’t Stop Loving 
You”, played his 10,000th 
concert on May 23 at the 
Greek Theatre in Los Ange¬ 
les and embarked on his lat¬ 
est North American tour in 
late June. 

The 12-time Grammy win¬ 
ner, blind since the age of 6, 
released his latest album, 
“Thanks for Bringing Love 
Around”, last year. 


People 



Playboy’s Women of Starbucks model Signe Nordli holds- 
up a copy of the magazine where she is the issue covergirl 
during a public appearance in Seattle, Washington on 
Monday. Nordli appears on the cover of Playboy’s Septem¬ 
ber issue which goes on sale in the US today. Nordli, a 20- 
year old college student from Anaheim, California who 
worked as a barista in a Fullteron, Califronia Starbucks 
store, was one of several female Starbucks employees 
chosen to pose nude for photos published in the men’s 
magazine. 
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Bob Hope dies with a 
smile, no final words 


LOS ANGELES—Bob 
Hope, the legendary come¬ 
dian who seemed never at a 
loss for a quick one-liner, 
died with a smile but no final 
words, surrounded by a lov¬ 
ing “little audience” of fam¬ 
ily, his daughter Linda said 
on Monday. 

Describing her father’s fi¬ 
nal hours as he lay dying of 
pneumonia Sunday night at 
his home—two months af¬ 
ter turning 100—Linda 
Hope said, “Dad had an 
amazing send-off. I think all 
the good vibes he put out 
during his lifetime came back 
to take him up.” 

She said the veteran enter¬ 
tainer was surrounded by 
family, including his wife of 
69 years, the former Dolores 
Reade, and their children, 
as well as his personal physi¬ 
cian, several nurses and a 
priest who celebrated mass 
in Hope’s bedroom. 

“It was a quiet and lovely 
evening,” she told reporters 
gathered near a bronze bust 
of her father outside the 
Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences in North Hol¬ 
lywood. “I can’t tell you how 
beautiful and peaceful it was. 
The fact that there was a 
little audience gathered 



around, even though it was 
family, warmed dad’s heart.” 

In the end, the man whose 
wise-cracking banter de¬ 
lighted generations of vaude¬ 
ville, radio, film and TV au¬ 
diences, not to mention 
countless U.S. troops over¬ 
seas, slipped away without 
uttering a sound. 

“He left us with a smile on 
his face, and no really last 
words,” his daughter said. 
“He gave us each a kiss and 
that was it.” 

Hope’s longtime publicist, 
Ward Grant, said the per¬ 
former suffered a relapse of 
pneumonia several weeks 
ago at home, and that family 
members had stayed close 
by for the past three days as 
his condition deteriorated. 

The British-born enter¬ 


tainer had remained out of 
the public eye since return¬ 
ing from a three-week visit 
to the East Coast in 2000 to 
open the Bob Hope Gallery 
of American Entertainment 
at the Library of Congress in 
Washington. Shortly after 
that trip, he was hospitalized 
for gastrointestinal bleeding. 

In the summer of 2001, he 
was hospitalized for 11 days 
with pneumonia but recov¬ 
ered and lived to see a series 
of centennial tributes this 
year from the bedroom of 
his estate in the suburban 
Los Angeles community of 
Toluca Lake. 

Linda Hope said the flurry 
of events marking his 100th 
birthday “was something 
that sustained him in the last 
couple of months and really 
brought him a lot of joy.” 
She added that he was proud 
that the recent NBC special 
“100 Years of Hope and 
Humor” was nominated for 
an Emmy this month. 

Earlier this year, Linda said 
her father was spending his 
days at home, enjoying ice 
cream, TV, old Bing Crosby 
records and the company of 
family and friends. He had 
given up one of his favorite 
pursuits, golf, years earlier. 
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Comedian who made one-liner an art form dies 


LOS ANGELES—Bob 
Hope, who combined timing 
and classic, self-mocking gags 
to become America’s beloved 
court jester, died peacefully 
on Sunday at age 100 sur¬ 
rounded by the audience he 
loved most—his family. 

Meeting reporters just after 
the announcement of her 
father’s death at his home in 
Los Angeles, daughter Linda 
Hope said, “You could not 
have asked for a more peace¬ 
ful death. I can’t tell you how 
beautiful and serene and 
peaceful it was. The fact that 
there was a little audience 
around, even though it was 
family, warmed dad’s heart.” 

She added that the come¬ 
dian famed for his one-liners 
had no last words. “He left us 
with a smile on his face and no 
really last words. He gave us 
each a kiss and that was it.” 

President George W. Bush 
led the nation in mourning 
the comedian who had be¬ 
come a national institution 
through his comedy and his 
unstinting devotion to Ameri¬ 
can troops whom he enter¬ 
tained in every conflict from 
World War Two to the first 
Gulf war. “Today America 
lost a great citizen. We mourn 
the passing of Bob Hope. Bob 
Hope made us laugh. He lifted 
our spirits. Bob Hope served 
our nation when he went to 


battlefields to entertain thou¬ 
sands of troops from differ¬ 
ent generations.” 

Former first lady Nancy 
Reagan, speaking for herself 
and her husband Ronald 
Reagan, called Hope “one of 
our dearest friends for over 
60 years—losing him is like 
losing a member of the fam¬ 
ily.” 

Frank Pierson, president of 
the Academy of Motion Pic¬ 
ture, Arts and Sciences, said: 
“America has lost its court 
jester.” 

Comedians too were thrown 
into mourning as they paid 
homage to the man who fine 
tuned their craft into an art 
form. “I really think he was by 
far the most brilliant come¬ 
dian that ever lived,” said co¬ 
median Jackie Mason. “Any 
comedian who knew anything 
about comedy had to admit 
he was the greatest comedian 
of all time.” 

Woody Allen, who has long 
acknowledged Hope’s influ¬ 
ence on his work, said: “It’s 
hard for me to imagine a world 
without Bob Hope in it. He’s 
like an organic part of the 
world.” 

Hope is survived by his wife 
of 69 years, Dolores Hope, 
two sons Anthony and Kelly, 
two daughters, Linda Hope 
and Nora Somers, and four 
grandchildren. Linda Hope 


Channel 15 (local) 

St. Maarten Cable TV 

Local time 

Programme 

Tuesday, July 29 


8:00am 

Replay AVS News 

8:30am 

Replay GIS Bulletin 

6:00pm 

GIS Productions 

7:00pm 

In Depth 

7:30pm 

AVS News 

8:00pm 

Special on Montserrat 

8:30pm 

Oral Gibbes Live 

9:30pm 

Westwood Park 

10:00pm 

St. Maarten Lottery 

10:35pm 

AVS News 


BVN (Dutch 1 Flemish) TV 

Channel 46 St. Maarten Cable TV 

Local times 

Programme 

Tuesday, July 29 


10:00am 

NOS Journaal 

10:05am 

Tik tak 

10:10am 

Sesamstraat 

10:25 am 

80 kleine hamsters 

10:30am 

Broadway aan de Maas 

10:55am 

Tripties 

11:10am 

Ffukkie slim 

11:15am 

Het klokhuis 

11:30am 

Piet Piraat 

11:35am 

De mensen van de paardenrenbaan 

12:00pm + 6:00pm 

NOS Journaal 

12:20pm + 6:20pm 

Twee vandaag 

12:40pm + 6:40pm 

Lingo 

1:05pm + 7:05pm 

VRT Journaal 

1:50pm + 7:50pm 

1000 zonnen en garnalen 

2:00pm + 8:00pm 

Studio NL 

2:30pm + 8:30pm 

NOS Journaal 

2:55pm + 8:55pm 

Weerbericht 

3:00pm + 9:00pm 

Van huis uit 

3:25pm + 9:25pm 

Royal Rolf 

4:05pm + 10:05pm 

Kunstblik 

4:40pm + 10:40pm 

Reporter 

5:20pm + 11:20pm 

Nova 

5:45pm + 11:45pm 

NOS Sportjournaal 



Entertainer Bob Hope is pictured on a set of commemorative stamps issued by the 
Commonwealth of Dominka in this undated file photograph. 


said the burial would be pri¬ 
vate but added that it was the 
subject of one of her father’s 
last jokes. 

“My mother has been saying 
to him 'Bob where do you 
want to be buried?’ and his 
response was' Surprise me.’” 

An American flag on the 
Hope compound in the sub¬ 
urban community of Toluca 


Lake was lowered to half staff 
on Monday morning. U.S. 
Army and Marine veteran 
Robert Hill, wearing a fatigue 
hat and a T-shirt and jeans, 
stood on a nearby street cor¬ 
ner with a U.S. flag and a sign 
that read: “Thank you Bob 
Hope for the memories. U.S. 
Forces”. “Thanks for the 
Memories” was Hope’s theme 



SAN FRANCISCO—Ac¬ 
tor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger, the 
former Mr Universe who 
is pondering a new role as 
Mr California Politics, has 
not decided yet whether 
to run for governor in a 
special Oct. 7 vote, an aide 
said on Monday. 

The Republican star of 
the “Terminator” action 
films had suggested in re¬ 
cent weeks he would run if 
an unprecedented recall 
effort against California’s 
Democratic Governor 
Gray Davis went forward. 
But on Monday Fox News 
television and a Sacra¬ 
mento Bee columnist 
quoted sources as saying 
the Austrian-born actor 
would not seek the posi¬ 
tion after all. 

“There are reports in the 
media that Arnold 
Schwarzenegger has de¬ 
cided not to run in the Cali- 
fornia recall election. 
These reports are incor¬ 
rect,” Schwarzenegger’s 
political adviser George 
Gorton said in a statement. 
“Arnold spent the week¬ 
end continuing his due dili¬ 


gence regarding a possible 
run. He has made no deci¬ 
sion at this time. He will 
continue to weigh the pros 
and cons with his family 
and will continue to seek 
the counsel of supporters 
and colleagues.” 

Media reports speculated 
that Schwarzenegger’s 
wife, television news per¬ 
sonality Maria Shriver—a 
member of the nation’s 
best known Democratic 
family as niece of former 
President John F. 
Kennedy—opposed her 
husband’s entry into high- 
profile politics. The filing 
deadline for candidates 
seeking to replace Davis is 
Aug. 9. 

Leading Democrats say 
they will not run in the 
Republican-backed recall 
vote. Among Republicans 
likely to run are Bill Simon 
Jr., who lost to Davis just 
last November. U.S. Rep. 
Darrell Issa, who spent 
$1.7 million of his own 
money to help qualify the 
recall petition against 
Davis, is already running 
to lead the nation’s richest 
and most populous state. 


song in a show business ca¬ 
reer that spawned seven de¬ 
cades. 

Neighbors mourned his pass¬ 
ing, calling him a generous 
man. One neighbor, who de¬ 
clined to give his name, said, 
“As one final joke, I almost 
expect Bob to come walking 
out.” 

Hope, who was born in En¬ 
gland, was the ultimate come¬ 
dian, a master of timing who 
turned the one-liner into an 
art form and became a na¬ 
tional institution. His career, 
which included stints as an 
amateur boxer, minstrel in 
black face and dancer, 
spanned seven decades in 
which he starred in five medi¬ 
ums: vaudeville, radio, stage, 
movies and television. 

Virtually running his own 


joke factory by employing 
about 100 writers, Hope drew 
on a collection of hundreds of 
thousands of jokes that spe¬ 
cialized in sexual double 
entendres, gags about his ski- 
slope nose and lines that paid 
homage to his cowardice, lack 
of humility and willingness to 
con anyone. 

He also pioneered with Bing 
Crosby one of Hollywood’s 
most enduring genres—the 
buddy movie. Crosby and 
Hope became one of the 
screen’s great couples in a 
succession of “Road” movies 
beginning with 1940’s “Road 
to Singapore”, which was 
originally planned as a seri¬ 
ous drama called “The Road 
to Mandalay”. 

During the Vietnam War 
Hope was criticized for being 
a “hawk” who supported the 
conflict. But he said he was 
really a middle-of-the-road 
supporter who wanted the war 
to end and even tried twice to 
visit Hanoi and arrange pris¬ 
oner releases. 

An often vain man, who 
some said could never pass a 
mirror without taking a look, 
Hope never boasted it was 
talent that got him to where 
he was—as far as he was con¬ 
cerned, timing was everything. 
“The only thing I have is tim¬ 
ing—and lots and lots of ex¬ 
perience,” he said. “It’s not a 
great talent.” 

In his office in his North 
Hollywood estate he kept files 
containing literally millions of 
jokes—and he memorized 
thousands more. Topical one- 
liners were the basis of his art, 
and he had been known to 
telephone his writers just be¬ 
fore a performance to demand 
an instant joke on some new 
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England steal draw against South Africa 


BIRMINGHAM, En¬ 


gland—South Africa’s hopes 
of squeezing victory from the 
rain-blighted first test were 
foiled by England and the 
weather on Monday as a 
tense encounter finally pe¬ 
tered out into a grey draw. 
Graeme Smith, who scored 
277 in the first innings and 
85 at faster than a run a ball 
in the second as he set the 
agenda throughout, asked 
his bowlers to exploit a dete¬ 
riorating pitch after setting 
an improbable target of 321 
from 65 overs. 

But England, defending 
against Shaun Pollock slide- 
rule seam from the Pavilion 
End while treating the other 
bowlers with less respect, 
held out as dark rain clouds 
gathered over Edgbaston. 
They reached 110 for one, 
with Marcus Trescothick on 
52 not out, before being 
forced from the field early 
after an previous interrup¬ 
tion for bad light in the final 
session. 

Trescothick, batting with a 
fractured finger, provided 

Stringer's 
widow files 
lawsuit 
against NFL 

CHICAGO—The widow of 
former Minnesota Vikings 
lineman Korey Stringer sued 
the NFL Monday, saying the 
league’s “deadly culture” 
subjects players to heat-re¬ 
lated illnesses of the type 
that killed her husband. 

The federal court suit 
brought by Kelci Stringer in 
Columbus, Ohio, asks for 
unspecified damages and 
names the NFL, equipment 
maker Riddell Inc. and a 
medical consultant to the 
league as defendants. 

“A perverse, insidious and 
deadly culture has existed 
and continues to exist among 
NFL coaches, which unrea¬ 
sonably subjects players to 
heat-related illness during 
practices,” the lawsuit said. 
Stringer, a 335-pound All- 
Pro offensive lineman, died 
in August 2001 after collaps¬ 
ing at Minnesota’s summer 
training camp. His body tem¬ 
perature reached 108 de¬ 
grees (Fahrenheit). 

Kelci Stringer is appealing 
the dismissal of her earlier 
lawsuit against the club, but 
she settled for an undis¬ 
closed sum with the team’s 
training camp doctor. 


one of the few moments of 
defiance in the gathering 
gloom by equalling the test 
record of five consecutive 
boundaries. Two cuts, a pull 
and two straight drives were 
followed by a dot ball before 
MakhayaNtini was taken off 
after conceding 31 in two 
overs. 

Trescothick’s feat had only 
been achieved three times 
before, the last by David 
Hookes of Australia against 
Tony Greig and England in 
Melbourne 27years ago. The 
left handed opener seemed 
set to miss the second test 
starting on Thursday at 
Lord’s after damaging his 
finger while fielding but that 
one over suggested he may 
yet be selected, splint and 
all. 

Michael Vaugan, who kept 
England in the game with 
156 in the first innings, 


TORONTO—Toronto 
Raptors forward Vince 
Carter was added to the U.S. 
team on Monday for next 
month’s men’s Olympic 
qualifying tournament, re¬ 
placing Los Angeles Lakers’ 
Kobe Bryant. 

Charged with sexually as¬ 
saulting a 19-year-old 
woman at a Colorado spa, 
Bryant ruled himself out of 
the tournament scheduled 
for August 20-31 in S an Juan, 
Puerto Rico because of re¬ 
cent shoulder and knee sur¬ 
gery. 

USA Basketball, however, 
said in a statement that 
Bryant would retainhis place 
on the roster for the 2004 
Olympic Games in Athens 
should the U.S. qualify. 

“USA Basketball’s Senior 


missed out with 22 in the 
second. 

England’s delight in saving 
the first match of the five- 
test series will have been 
matched by South African 
frustration. Their best 
chance of winning had 
slipped away in just 10 deliv¬ 
eries right at the start of the 
day. 

The home team resumed 
their first innings on 374 for 
seven in reply to the touring 
side’s 594 for five declared, 
still needing 21 crucial runs 
to avoid following on. Ashley 
Giles, no mean bat, took 
matters in his own hands as 
he saw Darren Gough join 
him at the other end, with 
only Steve Harmison and 
James Anderson to come. 

Giles duly cracked Ntini’s 
second and fourth balls 
through the covers off the 


National Team committee 
is very pleased to announce 
that Vince has accepted an 
invitation to play for the 
USA in this summer’s FIBA 
Americas Olympic Qualify¬ 
ing Tournament,” said Stu 
Jackson, chairman of the 
committee. “We are thrilled 
to have an exciting and ver¬ 
satile player like Vince back 
in a USA Basketball uni¬ 
form.” 

The acrobatic Carter 
starred for the U.S. at the 
Sydney Olympics, averaging 
14.8 points per game to lead 
the team in scoring as the 
Americans won the gold 
medal. However, Carter, a 
four-time all-star and 1999 
NBA Rookie of the Year, 
has struggled with injuries 
the past two years, appear- 


fifth along the floor to the 
third man boundary. Steal¬ 
ing a single, the left-arm 
spinner retained the strike 
then drove Dewald Pretorius 
through mid-off first ball and 
scythed the third past point 
to save the follow-on. 

Smith, however, did not 
give up, as he hit 85 off 70 
balls to give South Africa a 
second chance of victory. He 
pulled Steve Harmison for 
three consecutive fours, es¬ 
caped a stumping but fell as 
he pressed the pace, bowled 
by Giles’s left arm spin as he 
aimed for the top row of the 
mid-wicket stands. 

His dismissal left the 22- 
year-old left hander with 999 
runs in test cricket from 15 
completed innings at an av¬ 
erage of 66.6. 

All of Friday’s play and the 
final session on Saturday 
were washed out by rain. 


ing in just 43 games last sea¬ 
son. 

Carter will join team mates 
Karl Malone, Ray Allen, 
Jason Kidd, Tim Duncan, 
Allen Iverson, Jermaine 
O’Neal, Tracy McGrady, 
Mike Bibby, Elton Brand, 
Richard Jefferson and Nick 
Collison for a nine-day train¬ 
ing camp in New York from 
August 10 to 18 ahead of the 
qualifying tournament. 

Only the top three finish¬ 
ers in the 10-nation Ameri¬ 
cas qualifying tournament 
will earn places in the 2004 
Games. Canada, Puerto 
Rico, Dominican Republic, 
Mexico, the U.S. Virgin Is¬ 
lands, Brazil, Argentina, 
Uruguay and Venezuela are 
the other countries taking 
part in the competition. 


back foot, then guided the 



as wicket keeper Alec Stewart (C) looks on during the final day of their Test match at 
Edgbaston in Birmingham, on Monday. 


Carter replaces Bryant on 
Olympic qualifying team 


Sports 



Nasser Hussain announces his resignation as England’s 
captain to the media after the final day of their Test match 
against South Africa at Edgbaston in Birmingham, England 
on Monday. 


Stale Hussain resigns 
as England's captain 


BIRMINGHAM, England— 
Nasser Hussain resigned the 
England captaincy after the 
drawn first test against South 
Africa on Monday, saying he 
felt stale and arguing that the 
team needed to have more 
fun under a new leader. 

The shock decision was an¬ 
nounced by England chair¬ 
man of selectors David 
Graveney at a post-match 
news conference at 
Edgbaston. Hussain will be 
replaced by Michael 
Vaughan, who had already 
taken over the one-day team 
from him and led England to 
victory in the recently con¬ 
cluded triangular series 
against Zimbabwe and South 
Africa. 

“I just feel it’s time for a 
change,” said Hussain, who 
will continue in the England 
side as a specialist batsman. 
“Michael Vaughan has shown 
in the last few months that he 
is a very capable leader. I think 
there are some young lads in 
there who will play under him 
and the last thing they want is 
a tired leader.” 

“I have been thinking about 
it since the World Cup, to be 
honest. It’s not a knee-jerk 
reaction, I’ve been thinking 
about it for a while,” he re¬ 
vealed. 

Hussain, 35, stepped down 
as national one-day captain 
after the unsuccessful World 


Cup campaign in South Af¬ 
rica this year before leading 
England to a 2-0 series victory 
over Zimbabwe. But he had 
said he wanted to continue 
captaining at test level in the 
hope of breaking the England 
record for test wins. 

He conceded his decision 
had also been prompted by 
watching Vaughan captain the 
one-day side in his place dur¬ 
ing the recent triangular se¬ 
ries. “Vaughnie and the boys 
seemed to enjoy those one- 
dayers,” the right-handed 
batsman said. “My style of 
captaincy has been about ag¬ 
gression and I believe you have 
to give them a kick up the 
backside now and then.” 

“After seeing a young side 
enjoy themselves so much and 
have a different style of cap¬ 
tain, it was very difficult on 
my first day back to be some¬ 
thing different. It had moved 
on a bit,” he admitted. 

South Africa captain 
Graeme Smith responded by 
saying he knew something was 
wrong with England during 
the game atEdgbaston. “They 
(England) were a touch qui¬ 
eter than I expected, I don’t 
know what caused that. Prob¬ 
ably that was because they 
were on the back foot all the 
time. This could be a big 
breakthrough for us—it will 
definitely put a bit of pressure 
back on Vaughan.” 
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History and commercialism dash in baseball hall of fame 


COOPERSTOWN, New 
York—Baseball history and 
tradition collided with Ameri¬ 
can commercialism during the 
Hall of Fame induction week¬ 
end, transforming romantic 
images of the Field of Dreams 
into a yard sale. 

Priceless childhood memo¬ 
ries of the U.S.’s national pas¬ 
time that once could be had 


for free now come with a hefty 
price tag as baseball’s Hall of 
Famers and ageing heroes 
lined picturesque store fronts 
hawking their autograph’s for 
as much as $240. 

For thousands of fans, the 
annual pilgrimage to 
Cooperstown, a small hamlet 
of 2,010 in upstate New York, 
remains nothing less than a 



Pierce powers through, 
Serena pulls out hurt 


ARLSBAD, California— 
Former French and Austra¬ 
lian Open champion Mary 
Pierce crushed fellow 
Frenchwoman Virginie 
Razzano 6-16-3 on Monday 
to reach the second round of 
the $1 million Acura Clas¬ 
sic. 

But world number one 
Serena Williams pulled out 
of the tournament because 
of an injury to her left knee. 
WTA Tour official Darrell 
Fry said that, after Williams 
was examined in Los Ange¬ 
les, her doctor told her that 
she needed to rest. 

The Wimbledon champion 
also pulled out of last week’s 
Bank of the West Classic in 
Stanford, California with 
pain in her left knee. 

Pierce was lethal against 
Razzano, controlling the 
centre of the court with her 
hard groundstrokes and dic¬ 
tating with her return of 
serve. The injury-plagued 
Frenchwoman has not won 
a tournament since she tri¬ 
umphed at Roland Garros 


in 2000, but against Razzano 
she showed the form that 
once took her to number 
three in the world. 

“I tried to be aggressive, 
take the ball early and finish 
the points off at the net if I 
could,” Pierce told report¬ 
ers. 

The 28-year-old, who now 
meets former Wimbledon 
champion Conchita 
Martinez of Spain, is ranked 
73rd in the world and needed 
a wild card to get into this 
week’s event. 

Pierce, who also won the 
1995 Australian Open, said 
she felt better than she had 
in three years. Last month, 
she reached the fourth round 
of Wimbledon. “I have ev¬ 
erything in order and am on 
the right path to get my con¬ 
ditioning back,” she said. 
“My game is starting to come 
back and it’s a great feeling. 
I haven’t achieved every¬ 
thing that is possible for me 
in tennis yet and the best is 
yet to come.” 


Boone, Bowden fired in 
Reds management purge 


CINCINNATI—The Cincin¬ 
nati Reds, losers in eight of 11 
games since the All-Star break 
and mired in fifth place in the 
National League’s Central 
Division, fired field manager 
Bob Boone and general man¬ 
ager Jim Bowden on Mon¬ 
day. 

The Reds, 46-58, lead the 
major leagues with 99 errors 
and their 5.40 ERA is the 
National League’s highest. 

Dave Miley, 41, who cur¬ 
rently serves as manager at 
Class AAA Louisville of the 
International League, has 
been appointed interim man¬ 
ager for the Reds for the re¬ 
mainder of the season. 
Bowden, who had served as 
general manager since Octo¬ 
ber 1992, was not immediately 
replaced. 

A dismal 4-15 stretch begin¬ 


ning in mid-June sent the Reds 
tumbling out of contention 
and contributed to the team’s 
disappointing attendance at 
their new stadium, the Great 
American Ballpark. The Reds 
have averaged 30,026 fans at 
home, a disappointing figure 
for a team in a new park. 

Hitting coach Tom Robson 
and third base coach Tim Foli 
were also fired in Monday’s 
purge. 

With Miley joining the team 
on Monday, bench coach Ray 
Knight was to manage the 
Reds in Monday’s game 
against the Philadelphia 
Phillies. 

The Reds were 190-238 un¬ 
der Boone since his hiring in 
November 2000. The club 
were 829-830 with one play¬ 
off appearance during 
Bowden’s tenure. 


religious experience, a chance 
to walk on the hallowed 
ground of the sport’s birth¬ 
place. Over the decades, 
though, baseball has evolved 
from a simple game into a 
multi-billion dollar industry 
and the Hall of Fame week¬ 
end now offers the chance to 
cash in on the game’s rich his¬ 
tory while celebrating its 
unique place in American cul- 

Inside packed souvenir and 
memorabilia shops like Field 
of Dreams, Mickey’s Place, 
and the National Pastime, all 
things baseball—from $2 
hotdogs to a $12,000 Babe 
Ruth-autographed baseball— 
can be found at Cooperstown 
Main Street. Bats, balls, cards, 
bobbleheads, blankets, shirts, 
lamps, bottle openers, pic¬ 
tures of Sunday’s inductees 
Gary Carter and Eddie 
Murray and even bathroom 
floor mats can be found in a 
baseball bazaar that helps 
pour millions of dollars into 
the local economy. 

Memorabilia Store 

Pete Rose may never make it 
into the Hall of Fame, but 
baseball’s disgraced all-time 
hit leader has taken up resi¬ 
dence in Cooperstown. Just a 
few blocks from the Hall, Rose 
has opened his own sport 
memorabilia store where 
boxes of Wheaties 
autographed by “Charlie 
Hustle” are among the items 
up for sale. 

Almost every resident of 
Cooperstown enjoys a cash 
windfall from the Hall of 
Fame weekend, as children 
sell lemonade on the tree- 
lined back streets in front of 
stately Heritage homes that 
have turned their manicured 
lawns into parking lots. On 


the clogged Main Street, the 
only place to escape the seeth¬ 
ing crowds is the National 
Soccer Museum store, which 
is virtually ignored. 

Although the Hall of Fame 
weekend has been 
characterised by a steady in¬ 
crease in visitors and mer¬ 
chants, town officials say they 
are concerned by the disturb¬ 
ing trend of fewer and fewer 
children. 

“The baseball stores do ex¬ 
tremely well and the prices 
for rooms get jacked up, the 
weekend adds several million 
to the local economy for sure, 
but I don’t think there has 
ever been a study done,” said 
Polly Renckens, director of 
the Cooperstown Chamber of 
Commerce and a resident of 
the town for 30 years. “But 
there aren’t as many children 
coming as usual, a lot of people 


CINCINNATI —Kelly 
Stinnett hit a bases-loaded 
single in the bottom of the 
10th inning to give Cincin¬ 
nati a 6-5 win over the Phila¬ 
delphia Phillies in the Na¬ 
tional League Monday, 
hours after the Reds fired 
their general manager and 
manager. 

GM Jim Bowden and man¬ 
ager Bob Boone were fired 
with the Reds languishing in 
fifth place in the NL Central 
after winning only seven of 
their previous 23 games. 

The Reds took a 4-1 lead 
over the Phillies after one 


have noticed that. I can’t ex¬ 
plain it re ally butyouseemore 
older people.” 

Autograph Signings 

Part of the problem is that few 
of the most recent Hall of 
Fame inductees return for the 
annual ceremonies while 
those who do are seen only at 
autograph signings, which 
range from $10 for a Yogi 
Berra autograph to $240 for a 
personalized Willie Mays sig¬ 
nature on a bat. 

For most of the weekend, 
the Hall of Famers are clois¬ 
tered away at the Otesaga 
Hotel out of reach of the fans 
and the media. “Years ago, 
the Otesaga Hotel where the 
players stay used to be open 
to the public but, when the 
players got hounded so bad 
for autographs, they had to 
close it,” explained Renckens. 


inning but had to rally to tie 
the game on Sean Casey’s 
eighth-inning homer. Re¬ 
liever Scott Williamson (5- 
3) tossed a scoreless 10th for 
the victory. 

Jose Guillen also homered 
for the Reds, who were man¬ 
aged for the day by third 
base coach Ray Knight. The 
Reds also fired third base 
coach Tim Foli and batting 
coach Tom Robson before 
the game. 

Dave Miley, manager of 
Triple-A Louisville, will take 
over the team for the rest of 
the season. The Reds said a 
general manager would be 
hired after the World Series 
and he would appoint a new 
manager. 

Adam Dunn and Ruben 
Mateo both had three hits 
and drove in a run for the 
Reds while D’Angelo 
Jimenez and Ray Olmedo 
both added two hits. 

Terry Adams (1-4) allowed 
one run on two hits with two 
walks without getting an out 
in the 10th to take the loss. 
Marlon Byrd and Jimmy 
Rollins both had two hits 
and drove in two runs for the 
Reds. 

In St Louis, Jeff Suppan 
pitched his third complete 
game and second shutout of 
the season as the Pittsburgh 
Pirates blanked the Cardi¬ 
nals 3-0. 

Suppan (10-7) allowed 
seven hits while striking out 
five and walking one to tie 
his career high for wins in a 
season. Reggie Sanders 


“Now it is more of a busi¬ 
ness. We didn’t have these 
autograph signings 12 years 
ago,” he added. “But it’s still 
all about baseball.” 

This weekend there was no 
shortage of those willing to 
pay for an autograph and long 
lines of people clutching cash, 
balls, bats and pictures snaked 
down Main Street in a bid to 
have their childhood keep¬ 
sakes signed. On Hall of Fame 
induction weekend, a “steal” 
is any autographed trophy that 
can be found for less than $10. 

“I don’t like having to pay 
for autographs, but that’s what 
it is,” shrugged Don, a Yan¬ 
kees fan who lined up for a 
Yogi Berra autograph. “For 
some of these older guys, it’s 
more money than they made 
when they played.” 


cracked a two-run homer for 
the Pirates while Matt Stairs 
had two hits and an RBI and 
Randall Simon added three 
hits. 

Brett Tomko (6-7) gave up 
three runs on eight hits over 
seven innings for the loss, 
striking out four and walk¬ 
ing two. Bo Hart had two of 
the seven hits for St Louis. 

In Miami, Miguel Cabrera 
homered and had three RBI 
as the Florida Marlins edged 
the Arizona Diamondbacks 
3-2. 

Mark Redman (9-4) al¬ 
lowed two runs on six hits 
over 7 1/3 innings with five 
strikeouts and two walks. 
Braden Looper picked up 
the last three outs for his 
19th save of the season. 

Miguel Batista (7-6) gave 
up three runs on seven hits 
with 11 strikeouts and one 
walk to take the loss. Matt 
Kata had four hits for the D- 
Backs while Shea 
Hillenbrand homered. 

In New York, Scott 
Podsednik struck a two-run 
single in the top of the ninth 
inning as the Milwaukee 
Brewers beat the Mets 4-2. 

Richie Sexson homered 
and drove in two runs for the 
Brewers. Leo Estrella (3-2) 
went 1 2/3 innings for the 
win while Danny Kolb tossed 
a scoreless ninth for his third 
save of the season. 

David Weathers (1-5) al¬ 
lowed two runs on one hit in 
one inning to take the loss. 



L Baseball Roundup - 


Reds defeat Phillies 
after management purge 
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Armstrong: - 


Battle with cancer was 
good Tour preparation 


PARIS—Five times winner of 
the Tour de France Lance 
Armstrong said on Monday 
that fighting a disease like 
cancer put mishaps during the 
cycle race into perspective and 
had probably helped him de¬ 
velop his will to win. 

Visibly exhausted after win¬ 
ning the centenary edition of 
the 3,427 km Tour de France 
on Sunday, Armstrong made 
a brief appearance at a news 
conference to promote global 
efforts to improve life for can¬ 
cer survivors. 

“It’s an honour to win the 
Tour de France anyway, but 
it’s a real honour to win the 
Tour de France as a cancer 
survivor,” said Armstrong, 
who was diagnosed with ad¬ 
vanced testicular cancer in 
1996 and given only a 50 per¬ 
cent chance of living. 

“My 200 friends made life 
difficult for me over the last 
three weeks. But somehow 
along the way you have these 
problems, and you always look 
back to 1996 and you realise 
that a crash in the middle of 
the day or something going 
wrong is not nearly as bad as 
sitting in a hospital room in 
Indianapolis, Indiana,” 
Armstrong said. 

“Drawing on my experience 
helps, and perhaps it’s one of 
the secrets of winning the 
Tour,” he added. 

Armstrong, who came back 
from the near-fatal disease to 
win his first Tour de France in 
1999, won his fifth consecu¬ 
tive race by a narrow 61 sec¬ 
onds after enduring crashes 
and illness. 

Plagued by dehydration, di¬ 


arrhoea and hip tendonitis, 
Armstrong fell during one hill 
climb when a spectator’s bag 
got caught in his handlebars. 
The 31-year-old also narrowly 
avoided disaster when he 
dodged through a field to 
avoid hitting a rival cyclist who 
crashed in front of him. 

Members of the foundation 
he set up in 1997 to improve 
the quality of life for cancer 
victims and survivors praised 
the example Armstrong had 
set for the 10 million people 
around the world who are di¬ 
agnosed with cancer each 
year. 


“Your victories show there 
is a life after cancer. The fight 
against cancer is not just about 
battling the disease, but about 
helping survivors live better 
afterwards,” said Pascal 
Briand, delegate for the 
French Mission for the Fight 
against Cancer. 

Each year around six million 
people die from cancer, but 
new drugs, better screening 
and a greater understanding 
of the disease mean that more 
people survive the disease 
every year, delegates at the 
meeting said. 


uevoim 

Cancer: 



Ronaldinho wins praise 
on debut for Barcelona 


MADRID—Ronaldinho won 
praise from Barcelona coach 
Frank Rijkaard after making 
an eye-catching debut in a 
penalty shoot-out victory over 
Juventus on Sunday. 

Ronaldinho, signed from 
Paris St Germain in a deal 
worth up to 30 million euros 
($34.40 million), was upstaged 
slightly by Argentine Javier 
Saviola, who scored both 
Barcelona goals in a match 
that finished 2-2 at full-time. 
The 23-year-old Brazilian was 
a constant threat in his sec¬ 
ond-half run-out, though, and 
scored from the penalty spot 
as the Catalans sneaked a 6-5 
shoot-out win. 

“Ronaldinho did well,” 
Rijkaard told reporters after 
the match in Foxboro, Massa¬ 
chusetts. “I liked the way he 
played because he worked for 
the team. He has the right 


mentality, he worked hard and 
was aggressive in one-on-one 
situations.” 

Rijkaard, making his own 
debut at the helm after re¬ 
placing Radomir Antic last 
month, was able to field four 
of his five new signings, with 
only Mexican centre-back 
Rafael Marquez missing 
through injury. 

Turkish international keeper 
Rustu Recber was faultless in 
his first-half performance, as 
Barcelona went in 2-0 up at 
the break. Portuguese teen¬ 
ager Ricardo Quaresma 
played 75 minutes of the game, 
improving on the right wing 
after a nervous start, while 
Spaniard Luis Garcia was 
solid on the left of midfield 
after coming on in the second 
half. 

For Barcelona, the only dis¬ 
appointment was the loss of 


concentration at the end that 
allowed Juventus to come 
back and draw with goals from 
Marco Di Vaio and Fabrizio 
Miccoli. Barca’s pre-season 
tour of the United States con¬ 
tinues with games against AC 
Milan in Washington on 
Wednesday and Manchester 
United in Philadelphia on 
August 3. 

Patrick Kluivert will be able 
to join the squad for the re¬ 
maining two games, after be¬ 
ing turned away from Boston’s 
Logan airport when the squad 
flew in on Friday. The Dutch 
international was denied en¬ 
try as he was not in possession 
of a special visa required be¬ 
cause of his conviction in 1996 
for causing death by danger¬ 
ous driving in the Netherlands. 



Real Madrid’s midfielder Beckham (R) heads the ball beside teammate Figo during a 
morning training session at Hongta Sports Centre in Kunming, the capital of China’s 
southwestern province of Yunnan, on Monday. 


Sports 


Figo denies rivalry with 
Beckham at Real Madrid 


KUNMING, China—Real 
Madrid winger Luis Figo has 
denied any rivalry between 
him and newcomer David 
Beckham, suggesting on 
Monday he was willing to 
switch to the left flank so the 
English midfielder can play 
on the right. 

Since Beckham started to 
train with Real four days ago 
at a facility in southwestern 
China, foreign and Chinese 
media have often asked 
whether he and Figo would 
become comrades or adver¬ 
saries. 

On the field, they have 
played the same spot at right 
wing. Off it, Figo is one of 
few players at the star-stud¬ 
ded club with good enough 
English to converse at length 
with Beckham, who is just 
learning Spanish. 


Asked about media specu¬ 
lation of a rivalry, the Portu¬ 
guese international told re¬ 
porters, “I think it does not 
exist because we are on the 
same team so we (have) the 
same objective, no?” 

He said Beckham was be¬ 
ginning to feel “at home” at 
Real after the England 
captain’s 35 million euro 
($40.13 million) transfer 
from Manchester United 
earlier this month. 

“I think everyone is trying 
to be as nice as possible for 
Beckham to feel adapted as 
soon as possible to a new life 
and a new club,” said Figo. 
“Maybe because I speak a 
little more English I talk a 
little more with him but I 
think ah the players try to 
(help) Beckham adapt.” 

The question of a line-up 


conflict also seems to be set¬ 
tling itself under new man¬ 
ager Carlos Queiroz, who 
coached Beckham as assis¬ 
tant to Alex Ferguson at 
United and Figo as skipper 
of the Portuguese youth side. 
During training sessions in 
Kunming, Figo, considered 
more versatile than 
Beckham, has already spent 
the majority of his time at 
the left flank. It is a position 
he played under Queiroz and 
at Sporting Lisbon. 

But Figo did not answer 
directly when asked if the 
switch had been made. “Dur¬ 
ing my career, I have had to 
adapt myself to different 
positions depending on the 
trainer and coach,” he said. 
“I will play where my trainer 
thinks it’s convenient.” 

Surgery for 
Rams defensive 
back Sehorn 

ST LOUIS—St Louis Rams 
defensive back Jason Sehorn 
had surgery on his broken 
foot Monday and is expected 
to be out for 10 weeks, the 
team announced. 

Sehorn, a cornerback in his 
nine seasons with the New 
York Giants, is expected to 
return to training camp later 
this week but it will be sev¬ 
eral weeks before he can take 
part in serious workouts. He 
signed a $1 million free- 
agent deal with the Rams in 
May. 

Sehorn missed the entire 
1998 season with a severe 
knee injury but returned to 
perform well for the Giants. 

Kim Herring will return to 
the starting free safety spot 
with the Rams until Sehorn’s 
return. 



Barcelona’s Ronaldinho (R) dodges the tackle of Juventus’ 
Enzo Maresca (L) in the second half of a preseason match 
in Foxboro, Massachusetts on Sunday. It was Ronaldinho’s 
first game with the team after being transferred to the 
team in the off season. 
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Synchronized swimming begins 
with the individual exercise 


ARUBA—The 2003 King¬ 
dom Games synchronized 
swimming competition be¬ 
gan yesterday. 

The athletes were called 
before the judges to demon¬ 
strate individual maneuvers. 
The athletes would lie on 
the water’s surface at the 
Piscina Olimpico Savaneta 
50-meter long, eight lane 
wide pool. 

The pool facility is state of 
the art. In addition to lights, 
the seating area is covered 
and has a cooling system. 
Warm moist air is pumped 
out under the awning. As 
the water vapor evaporates 
it cools the surrounding air. 

A whistle blows. Another 
athlete takes a deep breath 
and slowly her head and the 
torso disappears. The legs 
come up out of the water 
and slowly rotate in the pre¬ 


scribed manner. 

The process was completed 
in under a minute. The 
judges would hold up the 
score card and the next swim¬ 
mer would move in to posi¬ 
tion. 

“This portion of the event 
is worth 40 percent of the 
overall score,” explained 
Netherlands Antilles coach, 
Carolus Braun. “Later the 
girls will do an individual 
display. That will be worth 
60 percent of the individual 
points.” 

In the display, the athletes 
will link together all the in¬ 
dividual exercises they per¬ 
formed in the first portion 
of the event. 

The highlight of the syn¬ 
chronized swimming com¬ 
petition will be the team 
event held later this week. 



Tiffany Testing of the Netherlands Antilles Kingdom Games 
tennis team faced Stephany Velasquez of Aruba yesterday. 
Valasquez won the round robin match 6-3, 6-2. Cindy 
Hodson of the Netherlands Antilles defeated Monique 
Beers of the Netherlands 6-2, 6-2. Zoe Krohn of Aruba 
struggled to get by Nikita Noordstar of the Netherlands 
Antilles 3-6, 6-3, and 6-2. In the boys division Vincent 
Moreta of Aruba defeated Antillian Nick van Rosberg 7-5, 
6-1. Teammate Jovani Meeuwsen made short work of 
beating Bob Groeneveld of the Netherlands 6-1,6-1. Rasid 
Winklaar of the Netherlands Antilles also won his match. 
He defeated Maarten Berendsen of the Netherlands 6-4,6- 
0. Tennis continues today. 
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Twelve year old Shadee Braun is one of the youngest 
members of the Netherlands Antilles synchronized swim 
team for the 2003 kingdom Games. The young athletes 
train three hours a day to develop their breath holding and 
swimming techniques. The average girl can last one minute 
underwater while performing the prescribed exercise. Each 
swimmer, there are six on the Antilles team, has three 
distinct suits for the competition. The custom made and 
highly decorated costumes cost Naf1,000 per athlete. 


The two victorious Curagao teams pose for a picture upon their arrival back at Hato 
airport. 


LONDON—Tennis chiefs 
are exploring ways to save 
the sport from the bludgeon¬ 
ing brutes of the baseline cur¬ 
rently populating the profes¬ 
sional ranks. 

The enormous power and 
spin provided by hi-tech mod¬ 
ern rackets are eliminating 
subtlety from tennis and sap¬ 
ping the sport of its popular¬ 
ity, leading figures said on 
Monday. While a return to 
wooden rackets would mean 
a backward step for the sport, 
players wielding smaller 
weapons could be the key to 
the future of tennis. 

A plea by a group of former 
champions to address the 
problems facing modern ten¬ 
nis was made by a number of 
former champions during the 
Wimbledon championships 
earlier this month. On Mon¬ 
day the sport’s governing 
body, the International Ten- 


Curafao clinches two 
Little League titles 


PHILIPSBURG — Two 
Curasao Little League teams 
have earned a spot in the fi¬ 
nals that lead to the World 
Series. 

The Curagao 11- to 12-year- 
old team won the Caribbean 
championship in Puerto Rico. 
The 13- to 14-year-old squad 
won the Latin American 
championship in Panama. 

The local St. Maarten Little 
League sent teams to both 
tournaments. However, the 
teams did not fare well and 
were eliminated in the first 
round. 

In the 11 to 12 division 
Curagao played the Domini¬ 
can Republic in the semifinal 
match. Curagao won 4-2. 

Aruba faced Puerto Rico in 
the other semifinal game. 
Aruba advanced to the final 
winning 6-4. 

The battle of the Caribbean 


championship came down to 
Curagao and Aruba. Curagao 
won 6-2. They will now travel 
to Williamsport, Pennsylva¬ 
nia for the World Series play¬ 
offs August 15-24. 

Sixteen teams, divided into 
four pools, will vie for a spot 
in the World Series. Curagao 
will play in pool C. The team 
will face Canada, Asia and 
Saudi Arabia in the first round 
of play. 

This is the second year in a 
row Curagao won the regional 
title. Last year, Curagao de¬ 
feated Puerto Rico 16-1 in 
the regional final. It advanced 
to the World Series qualifier, 
but was knocked out. The 
United States Great Lakes 
team won the 2002 World 
Series, defeating the team 
from Asia 1-0. 

In the 13 to 14 division com¬ 
petition in Panama both 


Curagao and Aruba advanced 
to the finals. The score was 2- 
2 in the bottom of the fifth 
inning when rain delayed the 
game. When play resumed 
Curagao took the lead and 
won 5-4. Curagao defeated 
Venezuela 5-0 in the semifi¬ 
nal. Aruba got past Panama 
4-2. 

Curagao will now go to the 
senior division World Series. 
The playoffs will be held in 
Bangor Maine August 10-16. 
Ten teams, in two divisions, 
will compete in the tourna¬ 
ment. Curagao will play 
against Guam and three teams 
from the United States. 

This is the second year in a 
row Curagao has won the re¬ 
gional title. Curagao fought 
their way all the way to the 
final last year, and won. The 
Curagao team is the defend¬ 
ing World Series champion. 


Barrett and a panel of ex¬ 
perts from universities 
around the world agreed that 
increased racket head size 
was what made hitting top 
spin so easy and it was the 
use of exaggerated spin which 
was killing off the art of serve- 
and-volleying. 

“In the old days, with the 
restrictions of making a 
racket out of wood, a racket 
head nine inches wide was 
about the maximum you 
could make. That stayed the 
same for about 100 years and 
was perfect,” he said. 

“You could still hit top- 
spin—nobody hit a backhand 
topspin passing shot like Rod 
Laver,” Barrett added, re¬ 
ferring to the Australian who 
won all four grand slam 
crowns in the same year in 
both 1962 and 1969. “The 
difference was you needed 
perfect timing then. Now, 
with the wider racket face, 
anybody can hit it.” 

One solution could be for 
professionals to use modi¬ 
fied, smaller rackets while 
amateurs could still use the 
larger models. 


World tennis leaders look 
to harness power and spin 


nis Federation, said it would 
address the issues endanger¬ 
ing the modern game’s popu¬ 
larity, in particular the in¬ 
crease in power in the last 
decade due to advances in 
tennis racket technology. 

“We must conserve the 
game, the integrity of the 
game,” ITF president 
Francesco Ricci Bitti said at 
the International Congress 
on Tennis Science and Tech¬ 
nology in London. “We want 
to work with the manufac¬ 
turers to work out what can 
be done. This is an issue for 
the future.” 

Curb Power 

Former player and current 
television commentator John 
Barrett is championing the 
campaign to curb power and 
spin in the sport. His call has 
been backed by former greats 
including John McEnroe, 
Martina Navratilova, Boris 
Becker and Stan Smith. 

On Monday, Barrett said 
exaggerated topspin as used 
by most baseliners in the 
game was tahe greatest dan¬ 
ger of all to the future of the 
sport. “Variety is the spice of 
life,” the former British Davis 
Cup player said. “Diversity is 
what makes tennis such a 
wonderful sport.” 

“The baseliner against the 
serve-volleyer, that is what 
people want to see,” he con¬ 
tinued. “But these days what 
I see is a rather monotonous 
sport with rallying from the 
baseline. Something must be 
done if we are going to re¬ 
store balance.” 
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The Netherlands Antilles defeated Aruba 9-3 in Kingdom Games softball last night. The Antilles scored nine runs on five 
hits and made one error. Vanessa Eusebius of St. Maarten played in the game for the Netherlands Antilles and went 1- 
1. In baseball action the Netherlands Antilles also defeated Aruba 11-7. 


Sports si 

Romeo Brown earns spot 
on the 4x100 relay team 


ARUBA—The track and 
field competition of the 2003 
Kingdom Games begins to¬ 
day. The Netherlands 
Antilles team will face both 
Aruba and the Netherlands. 

On the team from St. 
Maarten are Romeo Brown 
and Linaisa 

Mardenborough. 

“Aruba is the team to beat 
in all sports this year,” said 
St. Maarten delegation 
leader Emmanuel York. 
“Aruba has spent a lot of 
money training their ath¬ 
letes.” 

Many Caribbean teams 
import Cuban coaches to 
train their teams, as they are 
relatively inexpensive to 
hire. Aruba went one step 
further. They flew most of 
their athletes to Cuba to 
train. 

Today Mardenborough 


will compete in two events. 
She will run the 100 meters 
and will race in the 4x100 
meter relay. 

Brown was selected for the 
team due to his high jump. 
He will also compete in the 
high jump. 

Both Brown and 
Mardenborough earned 
their spots on the Nether¬ 
lands Antilles team by com¬ 
peting in the Dutch Carib¬ 
bean track and field cham¬ 
pionships that were held in 
Curasao in June. 

In that meet Brown did not 
run. Earlier this week in 
training he surprised the 
coach. The team was prac¬ 
ticing for the men’s 4x100 
relay. Brown finished the 
race in third place. He 
earned himself a spot on the 
relay team. 



Robert Gabriela, Netherlands Antilles number 9, grabs 
a defensive rebound and looks down court to set up a 
fast break against Aruba in the 2003 Kingdom Games 
last night. Allen Richardson of St. Maarten was one of 
the referees. After calling the game in the air-condi¬ 
tioned auditorium, Richardson went outside to get on 
the bus to return to the hotel and cramped up. He could 
not move his leg for nearly three minutes. After he 
warmed up, he was fine. 

ANTILLES BEAT ARUBA 


Continued from page 32 


The score was 78-65. 
There was 4:01 left on the 
clock. The crowd re¬ 
mained standing but was 
noticeably more quiet. 

But the applied pressure 
was costly. Anuwar Harb, 
who had been a top scorer 
in the first game, fouled 
out. Harb left the game 
with 14 points. 

One minute later Rob¬ 
ert Gabriela also fouled 
out. He left with sixpoints. 


The Antilles slowed the 
game down. They killed 
the clock and won. 

The top scorer for the 
Antilles was Reno 
Martha of Curasao. He 
hit for 16 points. Elvis 
Schmidt of St. Eustatius 
and Benigno Warner 
both added 11 points to 
the winning tally. 

The Netherlands 
Antilles tips off against 
the Netherlands tonight. 


Holyfield won't retire until he has belts 


LAS VEGAS—No heavy¬ 
weight championship will be 
on the line, but the winner of 
the Evander Holyfield-James 
Toney fight this fall hopes to 
be in position to challenge for 
a title. 

Holyfield has said he will not 
retire until he reclaims the 
IBF, WBC and WBA title 
belts. Holyfield lost a fight for 
the vacant IBF title to Chris 
Byrd last December. Lennox 
Lewis owns the WBC title and 
Roy Jones Jr. is the WBA 
champ. 

Holyfield, the four-time 
world heavyweight champion, 
and Toney, the International 
Boxing Federation 

cruiserweight titleholder, held 
a news conference at 
Mandalay Bay hotel-casino 
Wednesday, the site of their 
Oct. 4 fight. 

Promoter Dan Goosen said 
the “two warriors who have 
fought anyone and everyone” 
have similar, straightforward 
styles. “Holyfield has sheer 
determination, will and guts,” 
Goosen said. “Toney is virtu¬ 
ally the same type of fighter 
with his determination and 
will. “It’s a fight fan’s fight.” 

The winner of the 12-round 
fight to be televised on 
Showtime Pay Per View will 
be recognized as one of the 
top three heavyweights in the 
world, Goosen predicted. In 
the war of words, Toney (66- 
4-2 with 40 knockouts) made 
some predictions of his own. 

“I’m going to retire you,” 
Toney said to Holyfield. “I’m 
not going to hug you. I’m not 
going to hold you. I’m not 
going to bite you. I’m going to 
fight you.” 


The 34-year-old Toney is a 
three-time champion, having 
won the IBF middleweight 
title in 1992 and the IBF super 
middleweight title in 1993. 
The Grand Rapids, Mich., 
native relinquished his belt in 
1994 when he was beaten by 
Roy Jones Jr., and was thought 


to be on the downside of his 
career until April 26, 2003, 
when he won a unanimous 
decision over Vassiliy Jirov to 
capture the IBF title. 

“We are the two best heavy¬ 
weights in the world,” Toney 
said. “I’ll do whatever I have 
to do to get Evander Holyfield 


out of here.” “He is a great 
fighter but you know he’s go¬ 
ing to sleep,” he said. 

Holyfield (38-6-2, 25 KOs) 
smiled as Toney spoke. At age 
40, Holyfield is dreaming 
about a fifth title fight. 



won a match of the 12 sched¬ 
uled for the second day of 
the competition. 

Muvin Gumbs of St. 
Maarten was pounded in his 
first match against Glen 
Lacie of Aruba. Gumbs lost 
20-0. He bruised his elbow 
and withdrew from the com¬ 
petition. 

Lissa Gumbs lost a close 
match to Coring Ng in the 


female lightweight division. 
Ng won 5-3. 

In her second match 
Gumbs fought Myrna 
Martinetti of the Nether¬ 
lands. Gumbs lost 8-1. 

The individual matches are 
now complete. The 12 ath¬ 
letes from the three King¬ 
dom partners have all 
fought. 

Aruba leads the competi¬ 


tion, winning six gold med¬ 
als and five silver. The Neth¬ 
erlands took five gold and 
six silver. The Netherlands 
Antilles won one gold and 
Kristal Haynes of St. 
Maarten captured the team’s 
only silver medal. 

The tae kwon do competi¬ 
tion continues Thursday 
with the team event. 
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Inconsistent Antilles take it out on Aruba 



Netherlands Antilles number 9, Robert Gabriela of St. 
Maarten, slides in through the back door in an effort to 
score against Aruba in the 2003 Kingdom Games match 
last night. 


ARUBA—The Nether¬ 
lands Antilles basketball 
team have their first win 
in the bag. They defeated 
Aruba before a capacity 
crowd at the Centro 
Deportivo Libertador 
Betico Croes yesterday 
evening. 

The final score in the 
2003 Kingdom Games 
match up was 84-75. The 
Netherlands Antilles are 
now 1-1. The Netherlands 
leads the competition 2-0 
and Aruba is 0-2 after the 
first round of play. 

The teams will face each 
other one more time be¬ 
fore the top two teams go 
to the final, Friday. 

“We still need to work 
on our defense,” said 
coach Lenny Marlin, who 
hardly cracked a smile 
after the final buzzer 
sounded. “We played a 
little better but the guys 
were still not executing 
like they need to.” 

The Antilles play was cy¬ 
clical. They would sprint 
out ahead of Aruba gain¬ 
ing up to a 15-point ad¬ 
vantage and then ease up. 
Aruba would close the 
gap before the visitors, 
mostly from St. Maarten, 
would recover. 


The Aruba team 
brought their fans to their 
feet late in the second 
quarter when they tied the 
game and then took the 
lead. There were 3 min¬ 
utes 13 seconds left in the 


period as Aruba hit a 3- 
pointer to go up 40-37. 
The Netherlands Antilles 
applied the full court 
press and by the break 
was up 47-44. 

The Antilles kept the 


pressure up through the 
third quarter but 
struggled with their free 
throws. “Our free throws 
could be better...a lot bet¬ 
ter,” complained Marlin. 
In the first game against 
the Netherlands the 
Netherlands Antilles hit 
13 of 36 free throws. 

As the fourth quarter 
started the Netherlands 
Antilles led 68-59. They 
shifted to a zone defense, 
giving up on the man to 
man play that had been 
so effective. The game 
had been physical and 
several players were in 
foul trouble. 

As the Antilles eased up 
yet again, Aruba made 
their move. Two steals 
with successful lay-ups 
later the score was 68-63. 
Aruba scored another 
uncontested basket. The 
fans were on their feet 
chanting Aruba, Aruba, 
Aruba. 

Marlin then put the 
starting line up back in 
the game. The Antilles 
went back to the press 
and scored five straight 
uninterrupted baskets. 

Continued on page 
31 



St. Maarten’s Lissa Gumbs prepares to block a kick from 
Myrna Martinetti of the Netherlands during the 2003 
Kingdom Games individual tae kwon do competition yes¬ 
terday. 


Antilles strike gold, 
win one in toe kwon do 


ARUBA—The Netherlands 
Antilles tae kwon do team 
struck gold. Terry Smith of 
Curasao took top honors in 
the Lightweight male divi¬ 
sion. 

It was the only bright spot 
for the team as they con¬ 
tinue to lose in the Kingdom 
Games individual matches. 


Smith defeated Moises 
Fernandez of Aruba 8-0. Fie 
then went on to defeat Dj ani 
Velagic of the Netherlands 
4-1. 

No other fighter on the 
Netherlands Antilles team 

Continued on page 
31 


Giles one-man wrecking 
as Braves edge Expos 


MONTREAL—Marcus 
Giles homered twice, hitting 
his second career grand 
slam, and had a career-high 
six RBI and four hits to lead 
the Atlanta Braves over the 
Montreal Expos 10-8 Mon¬ 
day night. 

Giles, who tied a major 
league record Sunday by hit¬ 
ting doubles in his first four 
at-bats, had Atlanta’s fifth 
slam this season, a drive off 
Javier Vazquez (8-7) that 
capped a five-run sixth. 

Giles, who also hit an RBI 
single in the fourth, hit his 
second homer of the game 
in the eighth off Joey 
Eischen. He went 13-for-20 
(.650) in the four-game se¬ 
ries with five doubles, two 
homers and nine RBI. 


Vladimir Guerrero 
homered twice off Mike 
Hampton (7-5), including a 
502-foot drive off the base 
of Olympic Stadium’s 
middle deck—one of the 
longest home runs since the 
Expos moved into the 
ballpark in 1977. 

Hampton won his fourth 
straight start, his longest win¬ 
ning streak since a 5-0 spurt 
with Colorado from April 2 
to May 9, 2001. He was 
ejected by plate umpire Tony 
Randazzo in the sixth. 
Hampton, attempting to sac¬ 
rifice, was called out for in¬ 
terfering with the throw at 
first, then argued. He al¬ 
lowed five runs—four 
earned—and eight hits in six 
innings. 


Javy Lopez hit his 29th 
homer in the ninth off Rocky 
Biddle. Atlanta had 14 hits— 
its lowest total in a four- 
game split that saw the 
Braves score 43 runs and get 
66 hits. 

After Montreal loaded the 
bases with one out in the 
ninth off Jason Marquis, 
John Smoltz gave up a two- 
run single to Orlando 
Cabrera and an RBI single 
to Guerrero, then got Wil 
Cordero to hit into a game¬ 
ending double play. Smoltz 
got his major league-lead¬ 
ing 38th save in 41 chances. 

Vazquez allowed eight 
runs—four earned—and 12 
hits in 5 2/3 innings. 



Montreal Expos Brad Wilkerson (6) is out on second base as Marcus Giles of the Atlanta 
Braves throws to first to attempt the double play, during fourth inning action at Olympic 
Stadium in Montreal, on Monday. Expos Joe Vitiello was safe on first from an error by 
Braves first baseman Robert Fick. 


































